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Introduction

Who is this book for?

English Vocabulary in Use (pre-intermediate and intermediate) has been written to help
learners at this level to improve their English. It has been designed for students who are
studying on their own, but it can also be used by a teacher in the classroom with groups of
students.

How is the book organised?

The book has 100 two-page units. The left-hand page explains new words and expressions
(most units contain approximately 25 new words or phrases), and the right-hand page gives
you a chance to check your understanding through a series of exercises which practise the
new vocabulary. In a very limited number of units e.g. Units 18 and 71, the right-hand page
also includes a few new words and phrases which are not explained on the left-hand page.

There is an answer key at the back of the book. This not only gives correct answers to
exercises with ‘right” or ‘wrong’ solutions, but also possible answers and sample answers for
exercises which do not have ‘right’ or ‘wrong’ solutions.

There is also an index at the back of the book. This lists all the new words and phrases
introduced in the book and refers you to the unit or units where these words appear. The
index also includes a phonemic transcription for many of the words, and on page 247 you
are given special help with the pronunciation of approximately 200 words which present
particular problems for many learners of English.

The left-hand page

This is the page that introduces the new vocabulary for each topic or area of language. First
of all, the vocabulary is divided into a number of sections (A, B, C, etc.) with simple clear
titles; and then within each section, new words are explained using a number of different
techniques:

¢ A short definition. The definition follows directly after the word, or comes at the end of
the phrase or sentence; it is in brackets and introduced by the symbol =.
e.g. unemployed (= without a job); feel like (= want or desire infml)
The abbreviations fml or infml tell you if a word is either ‘formal’ or ‘informal’.

¢ A short explanation. This will be a complete sentence which often includes the new word,
e.g. effective. (If something is effective, it works well and produces good results.)

¢ A synonym or opposite, e.g. terrific (= fantastic); dirty (# clean)

* In a situation. Some words are difficult to define and it is easier to see their meaning when
they are put in context. The following is from a text about a motoring accident.
e.g. ‘“The driver of the Mercedes was OK, but the other driver was badly injured, and both
cars were badly damaged.’

* A picture or diagram. This seems the obvious way to explain a large number of concrete

nouns and verbs.
J1~| | L

L

carrot go along here and turn left.

e.g.
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For many of the new words there are also sentence examples which show the words in
context in order to consolidate their meaning and illustrate any special syntactic features.

My boyfriend gets very jealous when I talk to other boys.

The plane appeared in the sky, then suddenly disappeared behind a cloud.
He admitted stealing the woman’s money. (admit + -ing)

We were very busy but we managed to finish by 6 o’clock. (manage + inf.)

Finally, a big effort has been made to introduce new words alongside other words that often
appear with them (this is called ‘collocation’).

e.g. miss the bus; a strong accent; the car broke down; it’s vitally important; fasten your seat
belt; go on holiday; give someone a hand; to a certain extent, a terrible pain, etc.

The right-hand page

This page contains the exercises to practise the new vocabulary presented on the left-hand
page. In general the first exercise practises the form of some of the new words, and then there
are further exercises which focus on the meaning. In most units there is at least one exercise
which gives learners a chance to think about and practise new vocabulary in relation to their
own lives, and/or a task which invites learners to do something with the vocabulary outside
of the book (e.g. 11.4, 14.4, etc.). And in every unit, there is a range of exercise types to help
maintain your interest.

Using the book

The first five units (or first six units if you go to an English class) teach you some important
vocabulary, but they also help you with with useful ideas and techniques for vocabulary
learning. Do these units first, and then work through the book studying the units which
interest you.

Summary of abbreviations and symbols used in the book
n noun

v verb

adj adjective

infml  informal word or expression

fml formal word or expression

pl word only used in the plural

(U) uncountable word

(@) countable word

# opposite

AmEng American English word or expression

[NOT Hest-the-bus] indicates that a word or expression is wrong
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Look at Exercise 1 on the next page before you read this page.

Establish a routine

A routine means doing certain things regularly in the same way. And if you are using this
book for self-study (= to study alone), it helps to have a routine. Decide how much time you
can spend on the book each day or each week. If you are studying a unit for the first time,
try to give yourself at least (= a minimum of) half an hour or forty-five minutes; if you are
revising (= looking through a unit a second or third time), five or ten minutes each time is
very useful. So, plan longer periods for new units, and shorter periods for revision.

Working through the book

Do different things to maintain your interest.(= keep your interest high). For example:

¢ Don’t work through the units in sequence (= in the order they appear in the book): look
through the units and choose ones that interest you.

e When you do a unit, you can:
read the whole of the left-hand page, then do the exercises.
read part of the left-hand page, then do one or two exercises.
try the exercises first, then use the left-hand page when you have a problem.

* Be active when you are learning. For example:
While you are reading the left-hand page, use a highlighter pen to mark new or
interesting vocabulary.
Practise saying the words silently in your head (= without a noise), and also out loud (=
making a noise, so it is possible for others to hear), to see if you can pronounce them.
Put new words in your own notebook using some of the ideas from Unit 2 to do it
effectively. (If something is effective, it works well and produces good results.)

Revision

It is common to learn a word one day, then find you cannot remember it a day later. If you
revise regularly (just for short periods), it helps you to remember words and make them
part of your ‘active’ vocabulary. Here are some ideas for revising with this book.

¢ Do exercises in pencil. Check your answers when you have finished, then rub them out
(= remove them using a rubber/eraser). Later, come back and do the exercises again, and
just use the left-hand page if you cannot remember something.

e When you read a left-hand page for a second time, have a piece of card with you. When
you reach a new word in bold which has a definition/explanation after it in brackets ( ),
cover the definition quickly and try to say what it is. Then uncover it to see if you were
right.

¢ Revise for short periods but do it often. Five minutes a day is probably better than half
an hour a week; but half an hour a week is probably better than two hours a month.

¢ As with learning, be active when you revise. Look for different ways to revise: test
yourself, create games for yourself; set goals/targets (= decide on things you want to be
able to do by a particular time); decide when to work on something, e.g. meaning on
Sunday, pronunciation on Monday, etc.
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Exercises

Think about these questions. On the opposite page you will find some answers. Do you agree
with them?

1 Is it better to plan regular self-study, or is it better just to study when you think you’ve got
some free time?

2 Do you think you should work through the units in the same order as they appear in the
book?

3 Do you think it’s a good idea to write down new words in a notebook while you are
studying a unit?

4 Is it necessary to revise vocabulary?

5 Is it better to revise vocabulary occasionally for long periods of time, or is it better to
revise regularly for short periods of time?

Finding your way round the book.

Turn to the Topic units in the Contents on pages 1-3. Take a blank piece of paper and cover
the right-hand side of the page giving the examples. Now read down the list of unit titles. For
each one, try to write down your own examples — one or two for each unit. Are there any
unit titles you don’t understand? Are there any units where you can’t think of examples? If
so, turn to that unit and find out what it is about.

You could use similar titles in your own vocabulary notebook. (See Unit 2)

True or False? If the sentence is false, rewrite it to make it true. Write your answers in pencil.

In this book, new words are often shown in bold print.
Definitions/explanations of new words are often in brackets after the word.
A routine means doing certain things in a different way each time.

If you maintain something at a level, it means you keep it at the same level.
If something, e.g. a way of learning, is effective, it doesn’t work very well.
At least 50 people means a maximum of 50 people.

If you write something then rub it out, you remove it from the page.

If you do something silently, you do it without making a noise.

Revision means studying something for the first time.

If you have a goal or target, you have something you want to be able to do or achieve by
a particular point in the future.

OO NN bW =

—

Now check your answers on the opposite page and look at any wrong answers carefully.
Then rub out your answers and come back to this exercise again tomorrow or within the
next two or three days. Find out how much you can remember.

Planning your self-study.

Now start making your own plans to use this book. Decide how much time you can spend
each week, plan some longer periods to study units for the first time, but also some shorter
periods for revision. The first five units will teach you some important vocabulary; give you
ideas on keeping a notebook; and give you help with pronunciation. After that, continue with
the units that interest you most.

Good luck.
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