




A HANDBOOK OF ENGLISH GRAMMAR 



SOME OTHER ELBS LOW-PRICED EDITIONS 

Collins 
French 
Gimson 

Glover 
Gowers 
Gowers 
Halliday, 
McIntosh and 
Strevens 
Herbert 
Hill 
Homby 
Homby 

Homby and 
Parnwell 
Jones (revised 
by Gimson) 
Jupp and Milne 
O'Connor 

Palmer 
Quirk 
Scott, Bowley, 
Brockett, Brown 
and Goddard 
Thomson and 
Martinet 
Thomson and 
Martinet 
Vallins 
Vallins 
Webster 
Wood 
Wood 

A Book of English Idioms 
English in Tables 
An Introduction to the Pronunciation 
of English 
Build Up Your English 
The Complete Plain Words 
Fowler's Modern English Usage 
The Linguistic Sciences and Language 

Teaching 

The Structure of Technical English 
A Guide to Correct English 
Guide to Patterns and Usage in English 
Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary 
of Current English 
And English Reader's Dictionary 

Everyman's English Pronouncing 
Dictionary 
English Sentence Structure 
Better English Pronunciation 

A Grammar of English Words 

The Use of English 
English Grammar 

A Practical English Grammar 

A Practical English Grammar Combined 
Exercises, Vols. I & II 
The Best English 
Good English: How to Write It 
Read Well and Remember 
Current English Usage 
English Prepositional Idioms 

Longman 
Oxford University Press 
Arnold 

Dent 
Penguin 
Oxford University Press 
Longman 

Longman 
Oxford University Press 
Oxford University Press 
Oxford University Press 

Oxford University Press 

Dent 

Heinemann Educational 
Cambridge University 
Press 
Longman 
Longman 
Heinemann Educational 

Oxford University Press 

Oxford University Press 

Pan 
Pan 
Pan 
Macmillan 
Macmillan 



A HANDBOOK 
OF 

ENGLISH 
GRAMMAR 

R. W. ZANDVOORT 
Emeritus Professor of English 

in the University of Groningen 

with the assistance of 

J. A. VAN EK 
Director of the Institute of 
Applied Linguistics of the 

University of Utrecht 

Seventh Edition 

THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE BOOK SOCIETY 
and 

LONGMAN GROUP LTD 



LONGMAN GROUP LIMITED 
London 

Associated companies, branches and representatives 
throughout the world 

© R. W. Zandvoort 1962, 1965, 1967 
© R. W. Zandvoort and J. A. van Ek 197o, 1972, 5975 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication 
may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, 
or transmitted in any form or by any means, 
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, record- 
ing, or otherwise, without the prior permission 

of the Copyright owner. 

ISBN o 582 55339 3 

First published 1957 
Second edition 1962 
Third edition 1965 

Fourth edition 1967 
Fifth edition 197o 
Sixth edition 1972 

Seventh edition 1975 

Fifth edition published for E.L.B.S. 1970 
Sixth edition published for E.L.B.S. 1972 

Seventh edition published for E.L.B.S. 1975 
ELBS edition reprinted 1976 

PRINTED IN SINGAPORE BY 

SINGAPORE OFFSET PRINTING CO. (PTE) LTD. 



PREFACE 

THIS book was originally designed as a manual of English grammar 
for Dutch students. As such it ran into six editions in less than 
twice as many years, and drew a good deal of attention outside the 
Netherlands. A French version (Grammaire Descriptive de l'Anglais 
Contemporain) appeared in 1949, and more than one reviewer urged 
the desirability of a unilingual edition for general use, with the 
comparisons with and translations into Dutch left out. The author 
is obliged to Messrs. Longmans, Green & Co. for enabling him to 
comply with these flattering suggestions, and to Messrs. J. B. 
Wolters, the publishers of the English-Dutch edition, for their 
co-operation. He has availed himself of the opportunity to subject 
the whole work to a thorough revision, and to introduce a number 
of additions and textual alterations where these seemed to be 
called for. 

As the French title well expresses it, this is a descriptive grammar 
of contemporary English. It deals with accidence and syntax, 
leaving aside what belongs rather to idiom and is not amenable to 
general statement. It likewise eschews historical digressions; 
contemporary and historical (or, in the terminology of modern 
linguistics, synchronic and diachronic) grammar are, in the author's 
opinion, best treated separately. In this, as in other respects, he 
confesses himself a pupil of Kruisinga, whose Handbook of Present-
dayEnglish, despite certain extravagances in its fifth and final edition, 
is still the most original and stimulating treatment of English syntax. 

While specific comparisons with Dutch usage have been removed, 
some of them have been replaced by references to other languages. 
They may help both British and continental students to realize 
some of the peculiar features of the English language. Identity is 
sometimes most clearly brought out by contrast. If I have anywhere 
erred by generalizing, I shall be glad to have instances pointed out 
to me. 



Vi 	 PREFACE 

As will be seen, this book contains numerous references to other 
publications. This is done deliberately, to impress upon the 
student the fact that a handbook is only a point of departure. If 
it has not roused his curiosity and encouraged him to further 
research, it has at least partly failed of its purpose. 

Groningen 	 R. W. ZANDVOORT 

NOTE ON THE SECOND TO FOURTH 
EDITIONS 

THESE editions contain a number of corrections and additions, 
many of which are due to four important books on modern English 
that have recently appeared, viz. Present-Day English Syntax, by 
G. Scheurweghs (London, 1960), The Categories and Types of 
Present-Day English Word-Formation, by H. Marchand (Wies-
baden, 1960), Notions Essentielles d' Anglais, by J. Zajicek (Paris, 
1965), and A Modern English Grammar, by K. Schibsbye (London, 
1965). For other improvements the author is indebted to reviewers 
of the first edition and to such experts as Dr. J. A. van Ek, Mr. 
P. A. Erades, Dr. J. Gerritsen, Mr. N. E. Osselton, M.A., Mr. J. 
Posthumus, Mr. P. M. Vermeer, and Dr. F. T. Wood, by whose 
articles in periodicals (English Studies, Moderna Sprak) or private 
communications he has greatly profited. 

R. W. ZANDVOORT 

Amersfoort 

NOTE ON THE FIFTH TO SEVENTH EDITIONS 

THESE editions have benefited by the active collaboration of Dr. 
J. A. van Ek, whose assistance will also extend to any future 
editions. Valuable comments have again been contributed by Dr. 
J. Gerritsen, Mr. N. E. Osselton, M.A., and Mr. J. Posthumus. 

R. W. ZANDVOORT 
Amersfoort 
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