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Abstract 
The article investigates modal verbs used in all 56 American president's inaugural 

addresses from the first President George Washington (1789) to the present President Barack 
Obama (2009). The high frequencies of using "will", "can", "should", "musf, "may'' and 
"would, denotes the important role of modal verbs in this corpus of American English. They 
have been used to express 2 major modalities: (i) epistemic/intrinsic and (ii) 
deontic/extrinsic, but the former has been more indicated than the latter. The three modals 
"will"" "must"" and "can" have been frequently met in all the addresses in the corpus, while 
the frequencies of using "shall" "should" and "may" have been noticeably going down in 
the recent addresses. 

vi tdng thdng dau tien cua nude MT d nhiem 
ki thu 2, 1793-1797, chi gdm 135 tir. Trong 
khi dd, Tdng thdng William H. Harrison vao 
ngay 4-3-1841 da cd bai dien van nham chirc 
dai nhat cua lich su nude MT tinh tdi thdi 
diem hien nay, gdm 8.445 tir (dugc dien 
trinh trong 105 phut). Tuy vay, cd 5 trudng 
hpp khdng cd bai dien van nham chirc do 
nhung tdng thdng nay phai tiep ndi nhiem ki 
bd dd cua tdng thdng duong nhiem dot ngot 
qua ddi [7]. Nham mue dich budng tdi viec 
tao ra nhCrng am hudng sau sac, nhCrng tac 
ddng tich cyc den ngudi nghe bang nhCmg 
lap luan chat ehe, cd tinh thuyet phuc cao, 
nen cac bai dien van nham chdc ciia mdt vi 
tdng thdng nude MT phai dupc chuan hi 
cdng phu, kT ludng ve kit cau ndi dung va 
ngdn tir sir dung. Lien quan den ngdn tir sir 
dung, cd thi thiy sir xuat hien nhilu va 
thudng xuyen ciia ldp ddng lu tinh thai 
(modal verbs) trong hiu bet tat ca cac bai 

1. Cho den nay lich sir nude MT da 
chung kien 44 \i tdng thdng dpc Idi tuyen 
the nham chirc; trong dd cd den 14 vi tuyen 
the 2 lan cho 2 nhiem ki va dac biet Tdng 
thdng Franklin D. Roosevelt da thuc hien 4 
lan tuyen the cho 4 nhiem ki lien tiep cua 
dng. Tdng thdng Grover Cleveland tham gia 
2 nhiem ki (1885-1889; 1893-1897), nhung 
each quang nhau nen van dupc tinh la 2 ddi 
tdng thdng khac nhau. thii 22 va 24. Di kem 
vdi Idi tuyen the la hdi dien vein nhdm chicc 
(Inauguration Address), va nd thudng dugc 
xem la ndi dung ed y nghTa dac biet quan 
trpng ciia budi le bdi nd. d mire dp nao dd, 
chac chan se phan anh nhCrng quan diem, 
duirng Idi. chinh .sdeh va dinh hudng ke 
hogch. chien luge hdnh dgng cua tdng thdng 
trong sudi nhiem ki 4 nam dieu hanh. Bai 
dien van nham chirc ngan nhat linh den nay 
la bai ciia Tdng thdng George Washington, 
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dien van nham chirc nay. va d chCmg muc 
nhat dinh, dilu dd da khang dinh vai trd 
quan trpng cua chung trong the loai van ban 
nay. fren co sd dd. bai viet se trinh bay mdt 
sd ghi nhan ve tan sd xuat hien va cac y 
nghTa bieu hien lien quan cua ldp ddng tu 
tinh thai trong khdi ngir lieu neu tren nham 
cung cap them nhung thdng tin hu'u ich cho 
cac boat ddng nghien ciru, giang day va hpc 
tap tieng Anh d Viet Nam ndi chung. 

2. Ddng tir tinh thai (DTTT) trong tieng 
Anh la mdt trong cac phuang tien tu vimg-
ngir phap bieu thi y nghia linh thdi 
(modality). Pham tru "tinh thai"" mang nhieu 
y nghTa khac nhau, dugc phan loai theo 
nhirng tieu ehi chua hoan loan thdng nhat 
trong gidi nghien ciru hien nay (xem [5: 12-
251 ve nhirng kien giai, phan loai khac nhau 
cho pham tru linh ihdi). Tuy nhien, ndi mdt 
each khai quat, nd bao ham thai dd, quan 
diem, y chi hay each danh gia cua ngudi 
ndi/viet ve tinh chat xde thuc. kha dT, thiet 
yen. \.v. ciia mdt dinh de (van de) 
(proposition) hoac sir viec, hien tugng hiin 
quan nao dd [4: 219]. Ngoai DTTT. tieng 
/\nh cdn cd cac trang tu tinh thai nhu: 
perhups (cd le la), cerluinly (chac chan la), 
reully (thirc st,r la), apparently (rd rang la). 
supposedly (gia sir la), hurdly (khd cd the 
la). v.\'.; cac tinh tii' tinh thai nhu possible 
(cd thi la), likely (cd kha nang la), unlikely 
(khd cd the la), sure (chan chan la), obvious 
(rd rang la), necessury (can thiet la) v.v. 
hoac cac ddng tu thdng thudng khac nhu 
require (ddi hdi). permit (cho phep). hope 
(hy \png). believe (tin tirdng). wish (mong 
udc). expect (mong chd), cloubl (nghi ngd). 
\ .\. Khdng gidng nhu cac ddng tir mang 
nghia iCi' vung (lexical verb), ldp DTTT 
chinh thdng trong tiing Anh cd cac tinh chat 
phii dinh chung sau day: 

(i) khdng xuat hien mot minh (ngoai trir 
cac trudng hpp tinh luge), ma bao gid cung 
dupc di kem theo sau mdt ddng tCr mang 
nghTa tu vung de bieu thi y nghTa hoan chinh 

ciia cau/menh de. Vi du: She must know him 
well (Cd ay chac ban phai biet rd anh ta); 

(ii) khdng bien ddi ve mat hinh thirc (tuc 
la khdng cd cac tien td hoac hau td) d bat ki 
trudng hgp, ngft canh nao, khudn khd thdi 
gian nao hoac chu ngCr la gi. Vi du: She 
must be going home now (Liic nay ban la cd 
ay dang tren dudng ve nha). They should 
have phoned me yesterday (Hg le ra nen gpi 
dien cho tdi hdm qua); 

(iii) khdng sir dung trg ddng tir 
do/doe.s/did trong the nghi van va phu dinh. 
ma trang tCi' phu dinh "not" dupc theo ngay 
sau nd. He can't/cannot speuk French (Anh 
ay khdng ndi dupc tieng Phap). 

Theo dd, ldp DTTT chinh thdng trong 
tieng Anh (hay cdn dupc gpi la irg ddng lir 
linh thdi - modal auxiliary) bao gdm: must, 
should, ought io, shall, will, would, can. 
may, could va might; cdn cac ddng tCr khac 
nhu need, have (got) io va dure dupc gpi la 
"ban DTTT" (semi-modal) [2: 671]. [5: 92] 
vi chung cd the boat ddng vua nhu mdt 
DTTT. vira nhu mdt ddng tCr mang nghTa tCr 
vung thdng thudng. Vi du. He need huy a 
car (Han can mua mdt chiee d td), need boat 
ddng nhu mdt DTTT, dugc theo sau la mdt 
ddng tir mang nghTa tir vung buy; He doesn 'I 
need a car (Han khdng can mdt chiee d td), 
need hoat ddng vdi tu each la ddng tir mang 
nghTa tir vyng vdi trp ddng tCr does a the phu 
dinh. 

Mdi DTTT cd the dien dat mdt vai > 
nghTa khac nhau tuy theo nhCrng tinh hudng 
cu the (xem cac vi du ben dudi). Va mdi y 
nghTa ma chung dien dat cd the roi vao 1 
trong 2 ldp nghTa ca ban thudng dupc de cap 
nhit la [4: 221-229], [5: 12-25]: 

(1) linh Ihdi nhiem vu/dgo nghTa 
(epistemic/intrinsic), nam trong tam kiem 
soat, chi phdi d muc dp nao dd. cd lien quan 
den tinh chuan myc dao dire, quy tac \a hdi 
\'e hanh ddng ciia chinh ngudi ndi hay cua ai 
dd; 
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(2) linh thai nhdn thice 
(deontic/extrinsic), hoan loan khdng nam 
trong tam kiem soat. chi phdi ma chi cho 

Mdi ldp nghTa nay lai bao gdm 3 nhdm nghTa lien quan. tuang ung vdi 
(a), (b) va (c) nhu sau 

biet vi the kha nang, mirc dp hieu bilt, nhan 
thirc cua ngudi ndi vl vin dl nao dd. 

nhdm DTTT 

Nhom DTTT 
(a) 
must. 
(got) 
should. 

have 
to. 

ought 
to. need, dare 

(b) 
will. 
would 

(0 
can. 

shall. 

could. 
may. might 

Tinh thai nhiem vu 
- Dieu bat buoc 
(Cc «7i/.v7 go and see him at once. (Chung 
ta phai den gap anh ay ngay) 
]'MI have to finish your homework by 
9pm (Ban phai hoan thanh bai tap ve nha 
tru'dc 9 gia toi) 
She should he ai home by now. (Co ta can 
phai CO mat o nha luc nay) 
]'ou iieedn'l finish thai work today. (Ban 
khong can phai lam xong cong viec do 
hom nay) 
)'(;;/ mustn't say Ihings like thai. (Ban 
khong du'O'c noi nang nhir the) 

Tu nguyen. quyet dinh, du' dinh 
/'// come and help you tomorrow. (Ngay 
mai toi se den giup anh) 
.Shall 1 send you Ihe hook'.' (Toi gil'i cho 
anh quyen sach do nhe?) 
She woiildn '1 change il even though she 
knew ii was wrong. (Co ay se khong thay 
doi mac dii biet rang dieu do la sai) 
- Chi sir cho phep lam dieu gi do 
We have finished Ihe job. You may go 
home now (Da .xong viec roi. Bay gio thi 
ban CO the ve nha). 
Cent Could 1 borrow your car lomorrow? 
(Toi CO the mu'pn xe cua ban vao ngay 
mai du'O'c khong?) 

Tinh thai nhan thii'c 
- Dieu can thiet 
These plants should reach maturity after 5 
>'ear.s.(Sau 5 nam thi gioiig cay nay moi phat 
trien den dp truang thanh) 
You ought to see Ihe doctor soon. 
(Ban nen di kham benh sam di) 
You should have talked lo her earlier.{Le ra ban 
ben noi chuyen vol co ay sain hon) 
- Suy luan khach quan 16-gich 
She must be going with him now (Nhat dinh la 
luc nay co ay dang di vai han) 

- Du' bao kha nang c6 the xay ra/ co the la hien 
thuc 
// will die if you don 7 water il. (No se chet neu 
ban khong tirai nuoc cho no) 
That would be her mother. (Do han la me ciia 
CO ay) 

- Chi nang luc/kha nang ciia ngu'oi/doi tu'ong 
nao do 
She can speak 2 foreign languages. (Co ay c6 
the noi duac 2 ngoai ngu) 

- Dir doan kha nang co the xay ra/ co the la hien 
thuc 
She might have gone home (Co ay co the da ve 
nha) 
// 's still early. She can 'I have gone home now 
(Hay con sain, co ay chua the di ve nha luc 
nay) 
He might come tomorrow (Ngay mai anh ay co 
the den) 

Nhu vay, mdt DTTT, nhu "must" chang 
ban, cd the dugc sir dung de bieu thi y nghTa 
tinh thai nhiem vu trong trudng hgp nay, 
nhung cung cd the mang y nghTa tinh thai 
nhan thirc trong trudng hgp khac. Theo 
Halliday [1: 362], neu xet ve mdc do cac y 
nghTa tinh thai (degrees of modality) thi 
nhdm (a) cd gia tri tinh thai cao. nhdm (b) ed 

gia tri tinh thai trung binh va nhdm (c) cd gia 
tri tinh thai thap. 

3. Khao sat tat ca 56 bai dien van nham 
chdc (vdi tdng cdng 72.010 tir) ciia 44 ddi 
thdng thdng nude MT, ket qua thdng ke cho 
thiy nhimg DTTT cd tan sd xuat hien cao 
nhu sau: 
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# 
1 

") 
.5 

4 

5 

6 
7 

8 
9 
10 
I I 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 

17 
18 

19 

20 
") 1 

L--
23 
24 
25 

26 
27 
28 

29 
30 1 

' 31 
• ^ - ) 

V, 
^ 4 " ' 

35 

Bang 

Ho ten tong thong 

George Washington 

John Adams 

Thomas Jefferson 

James Madison 

James Monroe 

John Q. Adams 

Andrew Jacl^son 

Mart in V. Buren 
Will iam H. Harrison 
John Tyler 
James K. Polk 
Zachary Taylor 
Mi l lard Fillmore 
Franklin Pierce 
James Buchanan 

Abraham Lincoln 

Andrew Johnson 

Ulysses S. Grant 

Rutherford B. 
Hayes 
James A. Garfield 
Chester A. Ar thur 
Grover Cleveland 
Benjamin Harrison 
Grover Cleveland 
Will iam McKinley 

Theodore Roosevelt 
Wil l iam H. Taft 
Woodrow Wilson 

Warren C;. Harding 
Calvin Coolidgc 
Herbert Hoover 
Franklin D. 
Roosevelt 

Harry .S. Truman 
Dwight D. 
Eisenhower 
John F. Kennedy 

I. Sd luirl xudi hien cdc DTTT trong mdi bdi dien vdn 
(*Nhiem ki thir 1, ** nhiem kl thir II) 

will 
10* 
0** 
2 

8 
13 
6 
2 

20 
17 
11 
12 
7 
18 
22 

can 
9 
0 
9 
2 

6 
5 
1 
7 
3 
3 
5 
3 
9 
27 

must 
3 
0 
2 

2 
3 
0 
0 
4 
2 
0 
2 

4 
5 
9 

may 
6 
1 
13 
8 
10 
1 
2 
10 
15 
3 
4 
4 
11 
35 

should 
1 
0 
4 
7 
6 
0 
2 

12 
22 
4 
4 
0 
2 
17 

shall 
3 
3 
4 
6 
7 
0 
0 
6 
6 
4 
6 
3 
5 
10 

would 
1 
0 
T 

6 
4 
1 
2 
6 
18 
0 
2 
2 
7 
22 

X (khong CO bai dien van) 
12 

4 
12 
2 

12 
0 

13 
4 

17 
1 

11 
15 

21 
1 

X 

24 
1 1 
27 

") 

14 
6 
27 
0 

9 
2 
7 
3 

9 
15 
13 
3 

11 
9 
5 
2 

9 
18 
17 
5 

3 
5 
10 
3 

\ 
15 
10 
10 

15 

3 
4 
2 

13 

2 
1 
6 

0 

5 
2 

6 

7 

9 
7 

9 
14 

1 
3 
4 

8 

3 
2 

0 

0 
X 

3 
4! 
9 
29 
20 
3 

33 
6 
5 

24 
16 
9 
10 
8 
1 
6 
20 
3 
4 
7 

-, 
5 
9 
13 
1 

2 

17 
4 
5 
11 
26 
16 
11 
9 
0 
3 
16 
6 
9 
9 

0 
6 
4 
23 
4 
6 
18 
1 
3 

T ) 

17 
14 
9 
2 

4 
T 

9 -
10 
9 
1 

4 
12 
4 
11 
3 
0 
18 
3 
2 

10 
8 
6 
8 
1 
2 

1 
1 
4 
15 
3 

10 
23 
15 
17 
10 
6 
21 
6 
5 
2 

10 
16 
0 
0 
1 
0 
4 
0 
0 
0 

10 
18 
4 
12 
7 
2 
12 
7 
9 
8 
2 
4 

7 
5 
1 
7 
5 

1 1 
2 

5 

0 
9 
1 
5 
3 
1 
4 
1 
2 

10 
5 
6 
0 

2 
2 

0 
J 

1 
3 
2 
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36 
37 

38 
39 
40 

41 
42 

43 

44 

cong 

Lyndon B. Johnson 
Richard M. Nixon 

Gerald R. Ford 
Jimmy Carter 
Ronald Reagan 

George Bush 
Bill Clinton 

George W. Bush 

Barack Obama 
Tong 

16 
31 
17 

4 
17 
15 

10 
1 
~> 

1 
0 
1 

1 
0 
1 

3 
4 
7 

2 
4 
1 

X 

7 
31 
18 
17 
5 

27 
22 
23 
19 

751 

13 
6 
5 
11 
6 
8 
6 
7 
13 

465 

8 
10 
11 
8 
18 
10 
6 
6 
8 

340 

1 
1 
2 
2 

0 
4 
0 
3 
3 

335 

0 
4 
1 
0 
0 
1 
1 
1 
0 

321 

0 
1 
2 
0 
1 
2 

0 
0 
3 
314 

2 
3 
7 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
211 

Cac DTTT cd tan sd sir dung thap bao 
gdm: "could" 70 lugt. "might" 65 lugt, 
"ought to" 42 lu'pt, "need" 38 lugt, 
"have/had to" 18 lugt, "dare" 8 lugt. 

So vdi ket qua khdi lieu thdng ke tdng 
hgp nhieu loai van ban khac nhau cua The 
Corpus of Comtemporary American English 
(COCA) [6], tan sd xuat hien trung binh 
trong 1.000 tCr van ban ciia 7 DTTT la 
"will" "can", "must"", "may", "should". 

Bang 2. Tdn so xudi hien ining 

"shall" va "•would"" trong dien van nham 
chuc (DVNC) (1) deu cao hon tan sd xuat 
bien tuang ung cua nhCrng ddng tu nay trong 
COCA (2) va do vay, ldp DTTT ddng vai trd 
rat quan trpng trong DVNC, nham the hien 
phong phii cac y nghTa va sac thai tinh cam 
cua cac nguyen thu qudc gia trong ngay dau 
nham chirc. 

binh trong 1.000 lir vdn ban ciia DTTT 
# 
( l ) D V N C 
(2) COCA 
t i le ( l ) / (2) 

will 
10.42 
2,03 
5,13 

can 
6,45 
2,22 
2,90 

must 
4,72 
0,43 
10,97 

may 
4,65 
0,90 
5,16 

should 
4,45 
0,97 
4,58 

shall 
4,36 
0,03 

145,30 

would 
2,93 
2,35 
1,24 

Nhu vay, "will" xuat hien 751 lugt 
nhieu nhat trong sd cac DTTT dupc sir dung 
trong DVNC va cao ban ti le binh thudng 
trong COCA den 5,13 lan. Dieu dd da phan 
anh rd tinh chat ndi dung dugc bieu dat qua 
ldp DTTT, dac biet la "will", ciia kieu loai 
van ban chinh luan nay. Ndi dung phan 
nhieu hirdng ve \ien canh tuang lai, md ta 
khai quat, ca ban nhung dinh hudng chien 
luge, ke hoach hanh ddng cua tan Tdng 
thdng dya tren nhung dir bao ve xu hudng 
phat trien cua dat nude va the gidi trong 
tuang lai. Vi du (xem phan chuyen djch sang 
tieng Viet d cudi bai viet cho cac trich dan 
minh hpa): 

(I) This is the heart of our tusk. With u new 
vision of government, u new sense of 
respoiisihilily, a new spirit of community, we wUI 

.sustain America's journey. The promise we 
sought in a new land we will find again in a land 
of new promise. In this new land, education will 
be every citizen 's most prized possession. Our 
schools will have Ihe highest standards in ihe 
world, igniting Ihe spark of possibility in the 
eyes of every girl and every hoy. And ihe doors 
of higher education will be open io all (B. 
Clinton, 1997). 

Ben canh dd, cung vdi ti le xuat hien cao 
ban nhieu Ian so vdi tan sd xuat hien trong 
COCA, "must" va "should" bieu thi nhCrng y 
nghTa tinh thai gia tri cao; the hien thai dp 
manh me, quyet tam hanh ddng. hoan thanh 
nhiem vu dupc dat ra: 

(2) We must seek the recidjii.slmenl with care 
and courage. Our people must give and lake. 
Prices must reflect the receding fever of war 
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activities. Perhaps we never shall know the old 
levels of wages again, because war invariably 
readjusts compensations, and the necessaries of 
lije will show their inseparable relationship, but 
we must strive for normalcy to reach stability 
(Warren G. Harding. 1921). 

(3) We should not cease lo he hospitable io 
immigration, but we should cease to be careless 
as lo ihe character of il. There are men of all 
races, even the best, whose coming is necessarily 
a burden upon our public revenues or a threat lo 
social order. These should be identified and 
excluded(Q. Harrison, 1889). 

Tuy nhien, sd lan xuat hien cua "can' 

(465) '-may" (335), "shall" (314) va "would"" 

(211) tuong irng vdi "must" (340) va 

"should" (321) cung cho thay it nhieu d day 

cd sy phdi hop kha hai hda, can bang giCTa 

cac y nghTa va miic dp gia tri tinh thai ma 

chung ham chira; khdng gay ra cho ngudi 

nghe mdt cam giac manh me thai qua hoac 

ap dat quyen luc cua ngudi phat ngdn dugc 

the hien qua "must", "should" cua nhdm 

DTTT (a), ma la xen ke vdi nhirng danh gia, 

nhan xet nhe nhang, nhung gpi md, ddng 

vien. keu gpi hanh ddng thdng qua "can", 

"may" "shall"" va "would" ciia nhdm DTTT 

(b)va(c) . 

Them mdt dac diem nCra. nhu da thay 

trong cac vi di,i tren, lien quan den chu ngCr 

cua nhung cau/menh de cd DTTT la ket cau 

"We + modal verb ...." (vdi chu tCr "we") 

xuat hien rat thudng xuyen trong DVNC. 

Nhd do, vd hinh trung nd da thu hep khoang 

each giua mdt ben la vi nguyen thit qudc gia. 

nam giu' cac quyen lyc tdi cao - ngirdi dpc 

dien van va ben kia la ngirdi nghe, la ngudi 

dan thudc nhieu tang ldp xa hpi, vi the, dieu 

kien kinh te va ngudn gdc dan tdc khac 

nhau. Day cd the ndi la mdt nghe thuat ngdn 

tir huu hieu, nham tao ra mdt tinh than doan 

ket. thdng nhat trong mpi tang ldp nhan dan. 

keu gpi sy chung tay, gdp siic xay dirng nen 

ban sac rieng cua ngudi dan MT: 

(4) United, there is little we cannot do in a 
host of cooperative ventures. Divided, there is 
little we can do—for we dare not meet a 
powerful challenge at odds and split asunder. 
(John F. Kennedy, 1961). 

Ve xu hudng xuat hien (tire la dupc sir 
dung trong DVNC tinh tCr Tong thdng G. 
Washington den Tdng thong B. Obama), 
bang 1 d ben tren cho thay "will"" dupc su-
dung thudng xuyen nhat trong tat ca cac 
DTTT; khdng ke bai ngan nhat cua Tdng 
thdng G. Washington, nhiem ky II, thi tat ca 
cac bai dien van cdn lai deu cd sir dt,ing 
"will" it nhat la 1 Ian (Tdng thdng Franklin 
D. Roosevelt, 1941), va nhieu nhat len den 
33 l in (Tdng thdng William H. Taft, 1909). 
Ddng tu nay dupc sir dung nham dien dat 3 
y nghTa chinh la: (i) nhCrng dy dinh, ke 
hoaeh thuc hien va cung la nhung myc tieu 
can dat dupc trong tuong lai, chiem 59,7%, 
nhu vi du (1) d ben tren; (ii) tien doan, dy 
bao dieu gi dd se xay ra, chiem 39,3%, vi du 
(5); va (iii) kha nang cd the xay ra vdi nhCrng 
dieu kien nao dd thdng qua menh de "if" 
chi lm 0,8%, vi du (6). Do vay, DTTT "will" 
trong DVNC nghieng ve tinh thai nhiem vy 
ban la tinh thai nhan thirc. 

(5) The economic ills we suffer have come 
upon us over several decades. They will noi go 
away in days. M'eeks. or months, hut they will go 
away. They wilt go envoy because we. as 
Americans, have ihe capacity noM\ as we have 
had in the past, to do whatever needs to be done 
to preserve this last and greenest bastion of 
freedoin(R. Reagan, 1981). 

(6) In dealing with our present 
embarrassing situation as related lo this subject 
we will be wise if we temper our confidence and 
faith in our national strength and resources with 
the frank concession that even these will not 
permit us to defy with impunity the inexorable 
laws of finance andtrade(G. Cleveland, 1893). 

So vdi "will", DTTT "can"" cd sd lan 
xuat hien it hon (465 lugt), nhung van duy 
tri kha deu dan cho den hien nay; chi cd 3 
bai dien van la khdng sir dyng va bai nhieu 
nhat cd den 27 lupt (William H. Harrison. 



26 NGON NGiJr& Ddi SONG S6l0(204)-2012 

1841 va Abraham Lincoln. 1861). Trong sd 
465 lugt nay, cd din gin 80% ham chi y 
nghTa nang lyc va dy bao kha nang cd thi xay 
ra, tuc la thudc ve tinh thai nhan thuc, khac 
vdi trudng hgp cua "will'" - nghieng vl tinh 
thai nhiem vy. Cd le dang chii y nhit la cac 
trudng hgp "can"", khi dugc su dung dl ham 
chi tinh kha thi cua mdt menh dl, mdt sy tinh 
nao dd, thi thudng bao gid nd cung dupc cac 
tac gia dat trong nhung khudn khd dieu kien 
can thiet/tien quyet xac dinh mdt each tirdng 
minh. Day cd the xem la each lap luan kha 
phd bien cd sy tham gia ciia DTTT "can" 
trong DVNC. Chang ban nhu vi dy (4) d tren, 
hoac cd sy gdp mat cua cac menh de dieu 
kien khac: 

(7) Freedom can never yield its fullness of 
blessings so long as ihe law or its administration 
places ihe smallesi obstacle in the pathway of any 
viiiuoiis citizen (James A. Garfield, 1881). 

(S) We cannot learn from one another until 
we slop shouting at one another—until we speak 
quietly enough su that our words can be heard as 
well as our voices (Richard M. Nixon, 1969). 

(9) We can gain no lasting peace if we 
approach it with suspicion and mistrust or with 
fear. We can gain il only if we proceed with Ihe 
understanding, Ihe confidence, and the courage 
which flow from conviction (Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. 1945). 

Cung nhu "will"" va "can"', DTTT "musf 
xuat hien klia thudng xuyen. Idn gap 10,97 
lan so vdi tan sd sir dyng trong COCA. Cd 
7/56 bai (12,5%)) khdng sir dung "musf 
Trong 340 lupt. cd din 279 lupt (82%) bilu 
dat dieu bat budc phai thye hien, dac biet la 
ket cau "we + must+ verb...." nhu d vi du (2). 
Do va_v. "musf trong DVNC cd xu the 
nghieng han ve y nghTa tinh thai nhiem vy; 
qua dd cho thay cac tac gia tap trung xac dinh 
rach rdi. dut khoat nhiing nhiem vu can 
cuong quyet tht-rc hien. nhung dinh hudng 
tuong lai can phai kien dinh: 

(10) Every child must he taught these 
principles. Every citizen must uphold ihein. And 
every iinmigrani hy cmbrucing these ideals makes 

our country more, not le.ss, American (George 
W. Bush, 2001). 

Sau day la mdt trong nbChig sd it trudng 
hop ciia "must" bieu dat y nghTa suy luan Id-
gich (tinh thai nhan thirc), vdi sy gdp mat 
cua menh de dieu kien "if: 

(11) From questions of this class spring all 
our constitutional controversies, and we divide 
upon them into majorities and minorities. If the 
minority will not acquiesce, the majority must. 
or the Government must cease (A. Lincoln, 
1861). 

Trong khi dd, DTTT "may"", vdi 335 
lupt xuat hien cd chieu hudng bieu dat tinh 
thai nhan thirc nhieu ban thdng qua y nghTa 
chi kha nang cd the/khdng the ciia cac su 
tinh dupc de cap tdi, chiem 67%. Dieu dang 
ghi nhan nhat la "may" (21,7%) da gdp phan 
danh dau mdt trong nhCrng dac diem khac 
biet ciia khdi van ban DVNC so vdi cac loai 
van ban chinh luan thudng gap khac, khi nd 
thudng dupc sir dyng d doan ket ciia bai dien 
van, trong hinh thirc la Idi cau nguyen Chua 
Trdi ban phudc lanh cho dat nude ML ngudi 
dan MT va vi nguyen thu qudc gia. Dieu nay 
da khien cho DVNC it nhieu mang mau sac 
tdn giao: 

(12) May God bless you, and may He watch 
over the United Slates of America (George W. 
Bush, 2005). 

(13) From the height of this place and the 
summit of this century, let us go forth. May God 
strengthen our hands for the good work ahead — 
and always,' always bless enir America (Bill 
Clinton, 1997). 

Cac DTTT "should", "shall" va "would'" 
deu cd ti le tren 50%o bieu thj cac y nghTa 
D"VNC tinh thai nhiem vu. Rieng ddi vdi 
"shall", tan sd xuat hien trung binh ciia nd 
trong 1.000 tir van ban cao gap 143,5 lan so 
vdi cac van ban tdng hop trong COCA. 
Khao sat cho thay "shall" cd tan sd cao bat 
thudng bdi le thdng thudng nd chi cd the ket 
hgp dugc vdi cac chu ngir la ngdi thu' nhat 
sd it "I" (tdi) hoac ngdi thu nhat sd nhilu 
"we" (chung tdi/ta) [3: 1175]. nhung trong 
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DVNC. nd cdn cd the xuat hien dugc vdi ca 
cac chu ngCr la ngdi thir 3 sd it hoac sd nhieu 
nCra. Vi du: 

(14) ... and because we have lasted the bitter 
swill of civil war and segregation, and emerged 
from thai dark chapter stnmger and more united, 
we cannot help but believe that Ihe old hatreds 
shidl someday pass: that the lines of tribe shall 
soon dissolve: that as ihe world grows smaller, 
our common humanity shall reveal itself (B. 
Obama, 2009). 

Tuy nhien, "shall"" cung nhu "should" va 
"may"" dang cd xu hudng khdng dugc su 
di-ing nhieu nhu trudc day, dac biet la tCr Tdng 
thdng J. Carter, 1977 cho den nay. Sd lan 
xuat hien ciia 3 ddng iCr nay trong 1 bai nhieu 
nhat chi la 4 lan (tinh tCr Tdng thdng Jimmy 
Carter), trong khi dd trudc day con sd nay cd 
khi da len den 18 cho "shall"' 35 cho "may" 
va 23 cho "should" 

4. Sau day la nhung ket luan so bd ve ldp 
DTTT dupc su dung trong DVNC. gdm 56 
biii vdi tdng cpng 72.010 tir ciia khdi van ban: 

- Cac DTTT cd tan sd xuat hien cao bao 
gdm: "will"' "can", "must"", "should"", "shall"" 
"may"" va "would" Tan sd xuat hien tmng 
binh trong 1.000 tu van ban cita nhCing ddng 
tir nay trong DVNC deu cao hon so vdi tan sd 
xuat hien tuang ung cua chiing trong COCA. 
Dac biet la "shall"", cd tan sd ctio gap 145,3 
lan bdi le nd cd the ket hgp dupc vdi ca cac 
chil tu la ngdi thir 3 sd it va sd nhieu, chir 
khdng chi la ngdi thir nhat sd it hoac sd nhieu 
nhu thudng thay trong cac loai van ban khac. 

Bd ba cac ddng tir "will" "can" va 
"must"" vira cd tan sd xuat hien cao vira dupc 
sir dung tuang ddi dn dinh trong hau bet cac 
biii DVNC. Trong khi dd, "may"" "should'" \'a 
"shall"" dang cd xu hudng it dupc sir dung ke 
tir Tdng thdng J. Carter, 1977 den Tdng thdng 
B. Obama, 2009. 

Neu dya tren each phan chia cac y 
nghTa tinh thai theo hai Idp ca ban la tinh thdi 
nhiem vu va iinh ihdi nhgn ihtic. thi cac 
D TTF da phan nghieng ve tinh thai nhiem vu 
hon la tinh thai nhan thirc, vdi "must"" cd tan 

sd xuat hien cao gap 10,97 lan so vdi khdi 
van ban COCA. Dieu nay it nhieu da phan 
anh dung vdi tinh chat ndi dung cua DVNC 
la neu len nhiing cdng viec, nhiem vu can 
thye hien, nhCing chien lupc, ke hoach can 
hoan thanh trong tuong lai. 

Neu dya tren each phan chia theo ba 
mdc dp gia tri tinh thai la cao (a), trung binh 
(b) va thap (c), thi nhin chung DVNC cd sy 
ket hpp cua ca ba mirc dp nay thdng qua tan 
sd xuat hien cua ca ba nhdm DTTT vdi nhdm 
(b) dat sd lugt cao nhat; cy the la (xem bang 
1): nhdm (a) "must", "should"" "have/had to"" 
"ought to", "dare", "need"' cd 767 lugt. nhdm 
(b) "will", "shall", "would" cd 1.276 lugt va 
nhdm (c) "can", "may", "could"" "might"" cd 
935 lugt. 

Nhu vay, vdi tan sd xuat hien cao va 
nhimg y nghTa tinh thai ma chung bieu dat, 
ldp DTTT rd rang ddng mdt vai trd quan 
trpng trong DVNC vdi tu each la mdt trong 
nhCrng phuong tien chinh the hien quan diem, 
thai dp, each danh gia, v.v.. cua cac tac gia ve 
nhCrng ndi dung lien quan. Le dT nhien, nhu 
da de cap d tren, y nghTa tinh thai cdn cd the 
dupc bieu hien thdng qua cac phuong tien tCr 
vyng khac. Va do la ndi dung can dupc tiep 
tyc nghien ciru. 
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Chu thich: Danh sdeh cdc Tdng ihdng Ivf!, sd lugng lu trong dien vdn nhdm chiic a cdc nhiem ki 
u 

1 

1 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

Ho ten Tong 
thong 

George 
Washington 

John Adams 
Thomas 
Jefferson 

James IVIadison 

James Monroe 

John Q. Adams 

Andrew 
Jackson 
Martin V. 
Buren 
William H. 
Harrison 

John Tyler 

James K. Polk 

Zachary Taylor 

Millard 
Fillmore 

Franklin Pierce 

James 
Buchanan 
Abraham 
Lincoln 
Andrew 
Johnson 
Ulysses S. 
Grant 
Rutherford B. 
Haves 

Ngay nham 
chiic 

(Cac nhiem 
ki) • 

3 0 - 4 -
1789 

4 - 3 - 1793 
4 - 3 - 1 7 9 7 
4 - 3 - 1 8 0 1 
4 - 3 - 1805 
4 - 3 - 1 8 0 9 
4 - 3 - 1 8 1 3 
4 - 3 - 1 8 1 7 
5 - 3 - 1 8 2 1 

5 - 3 - 1825 

4 - 3 - 1829 
5 - 3 - 1 8 3 3 

4 - 3 - 1 8 3 7 

4 - 3 - 1 8 4 1 

4 -4-1841 

4 - 3 - 1845 

5 - 3 - 1849 

9 - 7 - 1850 

4 - 3 - 1 8 5 3 

4 - 3 - 1857 

4 - 3 - 1 8 6 1 
4 - 3 - 1 8 6 5 

15-4-1865 

4 - 3 - 1869 
4 - 3 - 1 8 7 3 

5 - 3 - 1 8 7 7 

So lu'ong til' 
ciia bai 

dien van 

1.425 
135 

2 308 
1 729 
2 158 
1,175 
1 209 
3.217 
4.467 

2 906 

1 125 
1.172 

3.838 

8.445 

Khong CO 
bai dien van 
(X) 

4.776 

996 

X 

3.319 

2 821 

3.634 
698 

X 

1.128 
1.337 

2 480 

# 

23 

24 
25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

41 

Ho ten Tong 
thong 

Benjamin 
Harrison 

Grover Cleveland 
William 
McKinley 
Theodore 
Roosevelt 
William H. Taft 

Woodrow Wilson 

Warren G. 
Harding 
Calvin Coolidge 

Herbert Hoover 

Franklin D. 
Roosevelt 

Harry S. Truman 

Dwight D. 
Eisenhower 

John F. Kennedy 

Lyndon B. 
Johnson 
Richard M. 
Nixon 
Gerald R. Ford 

Jimmy Carter 

Ronald Reagan 

George Bush 

Ngay nham 
chuc 

(Cac nhiem 
ki) • 

4 - 3 - 1 8 8 9 

4 - 3 - 1 8 9 3 
4 - 3 - 1 8 9 7 
4 - 3 - 1 9 0 1 

4 - 3 - 1 9 0 5 

4 - 3 - 1 9 0 9 

4 - 3 - 1 9 1 3 
5 - 3 - 1917 

4 - 3 - 1 9 2 1 

4 - 3 - 1 9 2 5 

4 - 3 - 1 9 2 9 

4 - 3 - 1 9 3 3 
2 0 - 1-
1937 

2 0 - 1 -
1941 

2 0 - 1 -
1945 

2 0 - 1 -
1949 

2 0 - 1 -
1953 

21 - 1 -
1957 

2 0 - 1 
1961 

20-1 -1965 

20-1 - 1969 
20-1 - 1973 

9 - 8 - 1974 

20-1 -1977 

20-1 -1981 
21 -1 -1985 

20-1 -1989 

So lu-ong til 
ciia bai dien 

van 

4 388 

2015 
3,967 
2.217 

985 

5,433 

1,802 
1,526 

3,318 

4,059 

3,801 

1,883 
1.807 
1.340 
559 

2242 

2 446 
2 449 

1,355 

1.437 

2 130 
1 668 

X 

1,087 

2 463 
2,546 

2,283 

http://www.corpus.bvu.edu/coca/
http://www.presidencv.ucsb.edu/inaugurals.php
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20 

T 1 

11 

James A. 
Garfield 

Chester A. 
Arthur 

Grover 
Cleveland 

4 - 3 - 1 8 8 1 

1 9 - 9 -
1881 

4 - 3 - 1 8 8 5 

2,978 

X 

1.681 

42 

43 

44 

Bill Clinton 

George W. Bush 

Barack Obama 

20-1 -1993 
20-1 -1997 
20-1 -

2001 
20 -1 - 2005 

20-1 -2009 

1,507 
2.170 

1.571 
2,073 

2 406 

(1) Day la nhiem vu trong tam ciia chiing ta. Vci 
mot tu duy mai ve chinh quyen. mot cam nhan mai ve 
trach nhiem. nghTa vu va mot tinh than cong dong ma'i, 
chung ta se tiep tuc cupc hanh trinh cua nuac My. Lai 
hi'ra hen ma chiing ta da tim duac tren mien dat mai. 
chiing ta cflng se tim lai du'O'c mot lan nua tren mien 
dat hira mai nay. 0 nai day, giao due se la tai san quy 
gia nhat ciia moi nguoi dan. Truang hoc ciia chiing ta 
se dat dugc nhung chuan mirc cao nhat tren the giai, se 
thap sang nhung uoc ma chay bong trong anh mat tre 
tho. Va canh ciia dai hoc se rpng mo cho tat ca mpi 
ngu'oi. 

(2) Chiing ta phai thuc hien viec dieu chinh mpt 
each can trpng va cam dam. Nhan dan ta phai thuc hien 
dong thoi ca hanh vi cho va nhan. Tinh hinh gia ca at 
han .se phan anh su lang dju con sot ciia nhung hoat 
dpng thai chien tranh. Co le chiing ta se khong bao giir 
lim lai duac miic luang bong cao nhu' truac day bai vi 
chien tranh luon can sir dieu chinh, boi hoan va nhu'ng 
nhu can thiet yeu cua cupc song deu co moi quan he 
lien dai v6'\ nhau, nhung chiing ta phai phan dau de dat 
duoc sir binh on. 

(3) Chimg ta se khong diing lai hoat dpng ddn tiep 
nguoi dan nhap cu. nhung chiing ta nen dung lai thai 
dp thieu can trpng ve tinh chat ciia hoat dpng nay. 
Nguoi dan nhap cu den tii' nhieu dan tpc khac nhau, va 
dil la den tir mpt dan Ipc tot nhat di niia cung ,se gay ra 
mot ganh nang cho ngan sach va moi de dpa den trat tu 
,\a hpi. Nhimg van de nay can dupc \ac dinh ro rang va 
loai irir. 

(4) Dpan ket, thpng nhat thi ca hpi thanh cong 
njm trpng tam tay cua chimg ta. Con chia re. mat dpan 
ket. ihi kho co the thanh cong vi chiing ta khong dam 
duong dau vai nhung thach thirc gay go, khoc liet. 

(5) Tinh trang suy thoai kinh te ciia chiing ta da 
dit;n ra lien tuc trong may thap nien qua Tinh trang 
iiiiy .se khong de dang bien mat chi trong mot vai ngay, 
tuiin hay vai thang, nhirng chiing se cham din. Tinh 
trang niiy se ket thiic boi vl chiing ta vpi tu each la 
ngii'pi dan MT bay gip co dii kha nang, nhir chimg ta da 
ttrng the hien trudc day, thuc hien nhfrng dieu can thiet 
nham duy tri quyen tir do cuoi cting va tot dep nhat 
nay. 

(6) Lien quan den viec img pho vdi tinh hinh khd 
khan ciia chiing ta hien nay, neu chiing ta biet khai day 
mem tin vao sire manh va cac nguon lire dan tpc thi dd 
la each \u li thonu minh, khdn ngoan mac dii van thira 

nhan rang nhirng dieu nay se khong cho phep chiing ta 
ne tranh an toan nhiing quy luat bat bien ve tai chinh 
va thuang mai. 

(7) Tu do se chang bao gid cd the phat huy het 
nhung uu diem ciia nd neu nhu luat phap va viec thi 
hanh luat phap gay ra trd ngai nhd nhat tren budc 
dudng phat trien ciia bat ki mpt cdng dan chan chinh 
nao. 

(8) Chiing ta khdng the cam thong, hpc hdi lan 
nhau trir khi chiing ta diing han hanh vi quat nat nhau, 
trii khi chung ta ndi nang nhd nhe, tir tdn sao cho tieng 
ndi va ca tam y ciia chiing ta dirpc tiep nhan, se chia, 

(9) Chiing ta se khdng the cd nen hda binh ben 
vung neu chiing ta tiep can no trong tam trang bi quan, 
hoai nghi, bat tin hpac lo sa. Chiing ta chi co the dat 
duac nd thdng qua su thdng hieu, ty tin va long cam 
dam bit ngudn tir y chi kien dinh. 

(10) Mpi tre em eiin phai dupc giao due ve nhtrng 
nguyen tac nay. Mpi cdng dan phai tuan thii chiing. Va 
mpi ngudi dan nhap cu thong qua viec chap hanh 
nhQng nguyen tac dd se lam cho dat nude ciia chiing 
ta ngay cang trd nen ro net han, chir khdng phai la 
md nhat di, dac trung dan tdc MT. 

(11) Til' nhirng van de ciia tang ldp nay lam nay 
sinh nhung tranh cai ve hien phap ciia chiing ta, va 
theo dd chiing ta phan hda thanh da sd va thieu sd. 
Neu thanh phan thieu sd khdng tiep nhan, thi da sd 
phai thuc hien, bang khong thi Nha nude phai ket 
thiic. 

(12) Nguyen xin Chiia Trdi ban phudc lanh 
xudng cho quy vi, anh chi em va nguyen xin Ngudi 
chd che, doi trdng theo hanh trinh ciia nude MT. 

(13) Til' dinh cao ciia nai day va dinh cao thdi 
gian ciia the ki nay, chiing ta hay ciing nhau tien budc 
len. Nguyen xin Chiia Trdi ban them sire manh cho 
ddi tay ciia chiing ta nham thuc hien sii' mang cap ca 
d phia trudc - va xin ludn ludn ban phudc lanh xudng 
cho nude MT ciia chiing ta, 

(14) ,..va bdi vi chiing ta da nem trai bao ndi ddn 
dau, mat mat tii' cupc ndi chien va chia cat, rdi da trd 
nen manh me va doan ket hem tir giai doan den tdi dd, 
chimg ta phai vung tin rang nhirng thii han trong qua 
khir rdi mpt ngay nao dd se qua di, nhiing van de ve 
sic tdc se mau chdng tan bien di: va tinh nhan van 
cpng ddng ciia chiing ta se tu bde Id khi ma the gidi 
ngay cang thu hep lai. 

(Ban Bien tap nhan bai ngay 09-06-2012) 


