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MODAL VERBS USED

IN THE AMERICAN PRESIDENT’S INAUCURAL ADDRESSES

Abstract

DO MINH HUNG
(Khoa Ngoai nglt, BH Béng Thap)

The article investigates modal verbs used in all 56 American president's inaugural
addresses from the first President George Washington (]789) to the present President Barack

Obama (2009). The high frequencies of using “will”, “c

n “

should”, “must”. "may”" and

“would. denotes the important role of modal verbs in [hlS corpus of American English. They

have been used to express 2 major

modalities:

(1) epistemic/intrinsic and (i)

deontic/extrinsic. but the former has been more indicated than the latter. The three modals

“will”
the frequencies of using “shall”
the recent addresses.

1. Cho dén nav lch sir nusec Mi da
chung kién 44 \i tong théng doc 161 tuyén
thé nham chue; trong do co dén 14 vi tuyén
thé 2 1an cho 2 nhiém ki va dac biét Téng
lhfmg Franklin D. Roosevelt da thuc hién 4
ldn tuyén thé cho 4 nhiém ki lién tiép cua
ong. Tong théng Grover Cleveland tham gia
2 nhiém ki (1885-1889; 1893-1897), nhung
cach quang nhau nén van duoc tinh 1a 2 doi
tong théng khac nhau, thir 22 va 24. Pi kém
voi 101 tuyén thé 1a bai dién van nhdm chire
(Inauvguration Address). va no thuong dugc
xem la néi dung c6 y nghia ddc biét quan
trong ctia budi 1€ bai no. ¢ mic dé nao do,
chic chan s& phan anh nhiing quan diém,
duong 16i. chinh sdch va dinh hiedng ké
hoach, c/uen lupe hinh dong clia tong thong
trong sudt nhiém ki 4 nam diéu hanh. Bai
dién van nham chiic ngan nhit tinh dén nay
la bai cua Tong thong George Washington,

“must” and “can™ have been frequently met in all the addresses in the corpus. while
“should™ and “may” have been noticeably going down in

Vi léng lhéng dau tién cia nuée M7 & nhiém
ki thtr 2, 1793-1797, chi gém 135 tur. Trong
khi d6, Téng théng William H. FHarrison vao
ngay 4-3-1841 da c6 bai dién van nham chic
dai nhét cua lich si nude MT tinh (6i thoi
diém hién nay, gbm 8.445 tr (duoc dién
trinh trong 105 phut). Tuy vay, cé 5 truong
hop khong c6 bai dién vin nhdm chire do
nhing tong thong nay phai tlep ndi nhiém ki
b6 d&r clia Long théng duong nhiém dot ngot
qua doi [7]. Nhim muc dich hudng téi viée
tao ra nhimg am hudng siu sic. nhimg tac
dong tich cuc dén ngudi nghe bang nhimg
lap ludn chat ché, c¢é tinh thuyét phuc cao,
nén cac bai dién van nhdm chire cia mot vi
tong théng nudc MT phai dugc chuan bi
cong phu ki |u'0ng ve ket cau noi dung:, va
ngdn tir su dung. Lién quan dén ngon tir sur
dung, ¢o thé thdy sv xuat hién nhiéu va
thuong xuyén cua 16p dong wr tinh ihai
(modal verbs) trong hau hét tat ca cac bai
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dién van nham churc nay. va ¢ chirng muc
nhat dinh. diéu do da khang dinh vai tro
quan trong cua ching trong thé loai van ban
nay. Trén co sor do. bai viét s& trinh bay mot
s6 ghi nhan vé tdn s xudt hién va cac y
nghia biéu hién lién quan cia lop dong U
tinh thai trong khéi ngir liéu néu trén nham
cung cdp thém nhimg théng tin hitu ich cho
cac hoat dong nghién clu, gidng day va hoc
tap tiéng Anh ¢ Viét Nam néi chung,

2. Dong tir tinh thai (BTTT) trong tiéng
Anh la mot trong cdce phuong tién tor vung-
ngit phap biéu thi y nghia rinh thdi
(modality). Pham tri “tinh thai” mang nhiéu
v nghia khac nhau. dugc phén loai theo
nhimg tiéu chi chua hoan toan théng nhét
trong gidi nghién cuu hién nay (xem [5: 12-
25] vé nhitng kién giai. phan loai khac nhau
cho pham tra 7ink thdi). Tuy nhién, né1 mot
cach khai quat, n6 bao ham thai dj. quan
dicm, y chi hay cach danh gid cua ngudi
nm/vncl vé tinh chét xdic thuc. kha di. thiér
\cu v.v. cua mdt dinh dé (van dé&)
(proposition) hodc su viée. hién tugng hiu
quan nao do [4: 219]. Ngoai DTTT. tiéng
Anh con ¢o cac trang tu tinh thal nhu:
perhaps (¢6 1€ 1a), certainly (chic chan la).
really (thue sy 1a). apparently (rd rang la).
supposedly (gia su 1a). hardly (khé co thé
[4). v.v.: cac tinh tr tinh thai nhu possible
(co thé 13). likely (c6 kha ndng 1), unlikely
(kho ¢o thé 1a). sure (chdn chan 1a). obvious
(ro rang la). nccessary (can thiét 1a) v.v.
hodce cac dong wr théng thudong khac nhu
require (doi hoi). permit (cho phép). hope
(hy vong), believe (tin trong). wish (mong
ude). expect (mong chd). doubt (nghi ngo).
v Khong giéng nhu cdc dong tr mang
nghia w vung (lexical verb). lop DTTT
chinh théng trong tiéng Anh ¢é cac tinh chat
phu dinh chung sau day:

(1) khong xudt hién mét minh (ngoai trur
cac trudng hop tinh luee). ma bao gio cling
duoe di kem theo sau mét dong tr mang
nehia (r vung dé biéu thi v nghia hoan chinh
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cua cau/ménh dé. Vi du: She must know hin:
well (C6 4y chac han phai biét rd anh 1a):

(ii) khong bién ddi vé mat hinh thic (tie
la khéng c6 cac tién 16 hodc hau &) o bat ki
truomg hop, ngir canh nao, khuén khé thoi
gian nao hodc chl ngir 1a gi. Vi du: She
must be going home now (LUc nay han la ¢d
dy dang wén duong vé nha), They should
have phoned me yesterday (Ho 1& ra nén goi
dién cho t61 hom qua);

(iii) khéng su dung trg dong i
do/does/did trong thé nghi van va pha dinh.
ma trang tir phu dinh “not” dugc theo ngay
sau no. He can’t/cannot speak French (Anh
4y khong néi duoc tiéng Phap).

Theo dé. 16p DTTT chinh théng trong
tiéng Anh (hay con dugc goi la iro dong 1
tinh thai — modal auxiliary) bao gém: must.
should. ought 1o, shall, will. would. can,
may, could va might; con cac dong tir khac
nhu need. have (got) o va dare dugce goi 1a
“ban DTTT” (semi-modal) [2: 671], [5: 92]
vi ching c6 thé hoat déng vira nhu mét
DTTT. vlra nhu mdt dong tir mang nghia tur
vung théng thudng. Vi du. He need buy a
car (Han cin mua mét chiée 6 18), need hoat
déng nhu mot DTTT, dugce theo sau la mot
déng tir mang nghia o vung bhuy, He doesn 't
need @ car (Han khong can mét chiée 6 10).
need hoat ddng véi tu cach la dong tir mang
nghia tir vung véi trg dong tir does & thé phu
dinh.

Mdi DTTT co thé dién dat mot vai y
nghia khac nhau tuy theo nhitng tinh hudng
cu thé (xem cac vi du bén dudi). Va méi v
nghia ma chuang dién dat ¢6 thé roi vao |
trong 2 lép nghia co ban thuong dugc dé cap
nhét 1a [4: 221-229], [5: 12-25]:

(1) tinh thai nhiém vu/duo  nghia
(e plslen1|c/1nlr|n51c) nim trong tdm kiém
soat. chi phd1 & mirc do nao dé. co lién quan
dén tinh chuin muc dao dirc, quv tic A4 hoi
v¢ hanh déng cua chinh ngudi néi hay cua ai
do,
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(2)

tinh
(dwl1l|c/exl| mnsic).
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thai nhan thuc
hoan toan khdng nam

trong 1am kiém soat. chi phdi ma chi cho
Moi 16p nghia nay lai bao Eom 3 nhém nghia lién quan, tuong ng voi 3 nhom DTTT

biét vi the kha nang, muc do hiéu biét. nhan
thirc ctia ngudi néi vé van dé nao do.

Tinh thai nhan thirc

These planis should reach matwrity afier S

(a). (b) va (¢) nhu sau:

Nhom DTTT | Tinh thai nhiém vy

(a) ~Diéu bat buoc - Diéu can thiét
I must. have | He must go and see him at once. (Chung

(got) to. | ta phai dén gap anh 5)/ ngay)

should. ought
1o. need. dare

You have 1o finish your homework by
| 9pm (Ban phai hoan thanh bai @p vé nha
I truoce 9 gio to1)
| She should he at home by now. (C6 ta ¢an
phai ¢é mat & nha lic ndy)

You necdin’t finish that work today. (Ban
khéng cén phai lam xong cong viée do
hom nay)

You mustn't sav things like that. (Ban
khong duge ndi nang nhur thé)

years.(Sau 5 nam thi gIOIlL cdy nay moi phat
trién dén do trudmg thanh)
You ought to see the doctor soon.
(Ban nén di kham bénh sdm di)
You should have tatked to her carlier (LE ra ban
bén néi chuyén véi ¢d dy som hon)

- Suy luan khach quan 16-gich
She must be going with him now (Nhat dinh 1a
lic nay cb ay dang di voi hin)

- Dur bdo kha nang co6 thé xéy ra/ co thé la hién |

thuc

It will die if you don't water it. (NG & chét néu
ban khéng w¢i nude cho no)

That would be her mother. (Do han 14 me cia
¢b ay)

(b) Ty nguyén. quyét dinh, du dinh
will, shall. | 111 come und help vou tomorrow. (Ngay
| would mai 16 s& dén gip anh)

Shall I send you the book? (Tdi gui cho
anh quyén sich dé nhé?)
She wouldn 't change it even though she
knew i was swrong. (CO & 4y s& khong thay
d0| méc du biét rang, diéu do 14 sai)

(c) - Chi sy cho phép lam diéu gi do

can.  could. | e have finished the job. You may go

may. might

home now (Da xong viée roi. Bay gio thi
ban co thé vé nha).
Can'Could | borrow vour car tomorrow?
| (T4 ¢6 thé muon xe cua ban vao ngay
mai duge khdng?)

4
- Chi nang luc/kha nang cua ngudi/dor tuong,

nao do .
She can speak 2 foreign lunguages. (C8 &y ¢o
thé ndi dugc 2 ngoai ngit)

- Dy doan kha nang ¢6 thé xay ra/ ¢6 thé 1a hién
thuc

She might have gone home (C6 dy ¢6 thé da vé |

nha)

It's still early. She can’t have gone home now
(Hay con som, ¢o 4y chua thé di vé nha lic
nay)

He might come tomorrow (Ngay mai anh by c6
thé dén)

Nhur vay. 'm()l DTTT. nhu "must” ching
han. ¢6 thé duoe su dung dé biéu thj y nghia
tinh thai nhiém vu wong truong hop nay,
nhung ciing ¢o thé mang y nghia tinh thai
nhdn thac trong truomg hop khac. Theo
Halliday [1: 362]. néu xét vé muc d6 cac y
nghia tinh thai (degrees of modality) thi
nhém (a) 6 gia tri tinh thai cao. nhéom (b) ¢o6

gia tri tinh thai trung binh va nhém (c) cé gla
tri tinh thai thap.

3. Khao sat tat ca 56 bai dién van nham
chire (vai tong céng 72.010 1) cua 44 doi
thong théng nude M, kel qua lhong ké cho
thy nhimg DTTT co tan sb xuat hién cao
nhu sau:
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Bang 1. S6 fugt xudt hién cic DTTT trong méi bai dién van
(*Nhiém ki thir I, ** nhiém ki thir Ll

|4 | Ho tén tong thong will can must may should shall would
i * =
{ l_ | George Wathon (l)(*)* (9) (3) ? (l) ; + (I)*
2 | John Adams 2 9 2 3 4 4 I
3 8 2 2 8 7 6 6
L hThomas Jeffison |63 6 é 10 6 2 | 3 |
. 5 1 0 0 |
| ;7James L\/ladlson 3 ] 0 3 > 5 1 5 —~
. James Monroe 20 ! 4 10 ke & 6 1
‘ | 3 17 3 2 s 22 6 18
L6 | John Q. Adams I 5 ] o 3 ¢ |4 | o
| L Andrew Jackson LR é Z 4 4 i] — :
[ ] S 7 L 3 4 4 0 K} 2
| 8 Martin V. Buren 18 | 9 S 11 2 5 7
9 | William H. Harrison | 22 | 27 9 35 17 10 2
10 [ John Tyler X (khéng c6 bai dién van) i
i James K. Polk 2 12 12 13 17 TEEY
M2 Zachary Taylor 1 4 2 | o 4 I 5 |
|13 | Millard Fillmore !X S 1
14 | Franklin Picrce | M 14 | 9 9 I Wi) - g—
IS James Buchanan | 11 | 6 | 2 s 9 8 | 5
16 Abraham Lincoln FQJ - z L 4 i 1D
S = L R ¢ 5 3 2 P s 1 3
17 Andrew Johnson | — _ ‘ - _ _ 1
7 7 5 =
E i Ulysses S. Grant ~:O ~ 4; I ; 2 i ‘r T 2’ J
l 19 | Rutherford B. 0 2 | 6 6 4 0
Hayes . o |
|20 [ James A. Garfield E 5 o [ 7 | 14 i 8 | o0 |
L2 1£I\cslcr A. Arthur X o
ap Grover Cleveland | 3 [ 2 0 4 10 o ] o
‘ >3§ Benjamin Harrison 41 | S T s 12 23 | 19 .
| 24 Grover Cleveland 9 L 9 4 4 15 4 1 i
28 William McKinley 20 13 1 33 11 17 | 12 | 5 |
20 R 3 10 7 3
26 Theodore Roosevelt 3 . L} 6 0 6 2| |
27 | William H. Taft 33 17 18 18 21 2 | 4
! o8 Woodrow Wilson 6 4 | 3 6 JT_ 7 |
B L L s 5 3 2 5 9 2
29 [ Warren G. Harding | 24 | 11 | 2 o | 2 [ "8 T
30 | Calvin Coolidge | 16 26 7 | 8 [ w0 ] 2 T s
310 | HerbertHoover | 0 | 06 | 4 |6 [ e 4 T 6
32 Franklin D. 10 | 9 8 |0 | | 2
Roosevelt 8 9 2 | : 0 S 2
0 4 2 | t R
33 >Har_r4\' S. Truman 20 16 9 | 4 5 3
N Dwight D. AT s o 1m0 | —
Eisenhower [ 4 | 9 9 | 15 0 + 21| 5
33 JJohnFKemmedy [ 7 [ 9 | 1 [ 3 o | s | 2
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136 TLyndon B.Johnson | 16 4 10 o 3 [ 2

37 Richard M. Nixon 31 17" I 0 | 0 L I |
I 7 | 5 [ 2 | 2 = -}
|38 | Gerald R. Ford | x == e ]
139 Jimmy Carter 7 i3 |8 0 o | 2

a0 Ronald Reagan | 31 | 6 | 10 | a | 1 [ 3

o | 18 5 1 2| 1 [ 2 7

al ‘GeorgeBush [ 7 [ 0| 8 | 2 1 o 0o | 2
La2 Bill Clinton 5 6 18 | 0 0 1 2
L _ 71 8 [ w0 E I T T
43 George W. Bush 22 6 6 0 | 0 |

S N i S S A N T
44 | Barack Obama 19 13 8 3 | 0 3 | 14

Téng ] I }L 321 | 314 211

| cong 751 465 | 340 335 | J —

- Céac BTTT co tén s6 su dung thép bao “shall” va “would” trong dién van nham
gom: “could™ 70 luot. “might” 65 lugt, chic (DVNC) (1) déu cao hon tin sb xudt
“ought to” 42 luet, “need” 38 lugtl, hién tuong img cua nhitng dong tir nay trong

“have/had to™ 18 lugt, “dare™ 8 luot.

So véi két qua khéi lidu théng ké tdng
hop nhiéu loai van ban khac nhau ctia The
Corpus of Comtemporary American English
(COCA) [6]. 1an sb xudt hién trung binh

COCA (2) va do vay, 16p DTTT dong vai tro
rat quan trong trong DVNC. nham thé hién
phong phu céc y nghia va sac thai tinh cam
cta cac nguyén thu qudc gia trong ngay dau
nham chuc.

trong 1.000 tr van ban cua 7 PTTT Ja
“will™ “ean’. Tmust”. “may”, “should”,
- Bang 2. Tain 50 nml hién trung binh trong 1.000 tir van ban cia DTTT
i_____ - will can must may l_ should _shall i would _—l
L (D DVNC 1042 645 472 4,65 445 436 293
T(2)COCA 203 22 0,43 0.90 097 | 003 | 235
i@ | 5.0 290 1097 | 516 4,58 14530 | 124
Nhu vay. "Wlll xuat hién 751 luot sustain  America's journey. The promise we

nhiéu nhét trong s6 cac DTTT duge str dung
trong DVNC va cao hon U 1€ binh thuong
trong COCA dén 5.13 lan. Didu d6 da phan
anh ro tinh chat ndi dung duoc biéu dat qua
16p BTTT. ddc biét la “will", coa kiéu loai
vin ban chinh Iuan nay. N&t dung phan
nhidu hudng vé vién canh tuong lai, md ta
Khai quat. co ban nhiing dinh hudng chién
lugc. ké hoach hanh dong cua tan Téng
ll16nu dua trén nhing du bao vé xu hudng
phat trién cua dat nude va thé gidl trong
tuong lai. Vidu (xem phan chuyen dich sang
tiéng Viét & cudi bai viét cho cac trich dan
minh hoa):

(1Y This is the heart of onr task. With a new
of government,  d sernse
responsibility. a new spirit of community, we will

viNion new

of

sought in a new land we will find again in a land
of new promise. In this new land, education will
be every citizen'’s most prized possession. Our
schools will have the highest stundards in the
world, igniting the spark of possibility in the
eyes of every girl and every boy. And the doors
of higher education will be open to all (B.
Clinton, 1997).

Bén canh d¢, cling véi ti 1& xudt hién cao
hon nhiéu l4n so véi tén sb xudt hién trong
COCA, “must” va “should” biéu thi nhimg y
nghia tinh thai gia tri cao; thé hién thai do
manh mé, quyél tdm hanh dong. hoan thanh
nhiém vu dugc dat ra:

(2) We must seek the readjusiment with care
and courage. Our people must give and take.
Prices must reflect the receding fever of war
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activities. Perhaps we never shall know the old
levels of wages again, because war invariably
readjusts compensations. und the necessaries of
life will show their inseparable relationship, but
we must strive for normalcy (o reach stability
(Warren G. Harding. 1921).

(3) We should not cease (o he hospitable to
immigration, but we should cease (o be careless
as to the characier of i. There are men of all
races. even the best. whose coming is necessarily
« burden upon our public revenues or u threat 1o
social order. These should be identified and
excluded (B. Harrison, 1889).

Tuy nhién. s6 1an xudt hién cua “can’
(465) “may’ (335). shall™ (314) va “would™
(211) tuong uUng voéi “must” (340) va
~should” (321) ciing cho thay it nhiéu ¢ day
¢6 su phdi hop kha hai hoa, can bing gitra
cac y nghia va mac do gid tri tinh thai ma
chung ham chta; khong gay ra cho nguoi
nghe mdt cam giac manh mé& thai qua hoac
ap dat quyén luc cua nguoi phat ngdn dugc
th¢ hién qua “must”, “should” ctua nhém
DTTT (a). ma la xen k& véi nhiing danh gia,
nhan xét nhe nhang, nhiig goi mo. dong
vién. kéu goi hanh déng thong qua
“may’ “shall”
(b) va (c).

Thém mét dic diém nra. nhu da lhéy
trong cac vi du trén, lién quan dén chu ngir
ctia nhitng cau/ménh dé co DTTT la két cdu
“We + modal verb .0 (v&i chu tir “we")
xuat hién rat thuong xuyén trong DVNC.
Nho do. vé hinh trung né da thu hep khoang
cach gitra mot bén 1a vi nguyén thii quéc gia.
nam gifi cac quyén luc t6i cao — ngudi doc
dién van va bén kia la ngudi nghe, la ngudi

“can”,
va “would” cia nhom BTTT

dan thudc nhleu ting Iop xa hoi. vi thé, diéu
kién kinh té va nguén gbc dan téc khac
nhau. Day co6 thé néi la mot nghé thudt ngdn
1 hitu hiéu. nham tao ra mdt tinh than doan
két. thong nhét trong moi tang Iép nhan dan.
Kéu goi sur chung tay. gdp suc xdy dung nén
ban sdc riéng cta ngudi dan Mi:
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(4) United, there is little we cannot do in u
host of cooperative ventures. Divided. there is
little we can do—for we dare not meet a
powerful challenge at odds and split asunder.
(John F Kennedy. l96ll).

Vé xu hudng xuat hién (tic la duoc s
dung trong DVNC tinh tir Téng théng G.
Washington dén Tbng théng B. Obama).
bang 1 & bén trén cho thiy “will”™ duoc sur
dung thudng xuyén nhét trong tht ca cac
DTTT; khong ké bai ngan nhit cua Téng
thdng G. Washington, nhiém ky I1. thi tat ca
cic bai dién vin con lai déu co sur dung
“will™ it nhat 1a 1 lan (Tong lhong Franklin
D. Roosevelt, 1941), va nhidu nhat Ién dén
33 1an (Tdng théng William H. Taft, 1909).
Pdng tir nay duoc sir dung nham dién dat 3
y nghia chinh la: (i) nhing dy dinh, ké
hoach thuc hién va cling la nhimg muc tiéu
can dat dugc trong tuong lai. chiém 59,7%.
nhu vi du (1) & bén trén; (ii) tién doan, du
bao diéu gi do s& xay ra, chiém 39.3%, vi du
(5); va (i) kha nang c6 thé xay ra voi nhitng
didu kién nao do théng qua ménh dé “if”
chiém 0,8%, vi du (6). Do vay, DTTT “will”
trong DVNC nghiéng v& tinh thai nhiém vu
hon 1a tinh thai nhan thic.

(5) The economic ills we suffer have come
upon us over several decades. Thev will not go
away i days, weeks, or months, but they will go
away. They will go away because we. us
Americans, have the capacity now. us we have
had in the past, to do whatever needs 1o be done
to preserve this lust and greatest bastion of
Sfreedom(R. Reagan, 1981).

(6) In dealing  with present
embarrassing situation as related to this subject
we will be wise if we temper our confidence and
Saith in our national strength und resources with
the frank concession that even these will not
perniil us to defy with impunity the inexorable
laws ofﬁnance and trade(G. Cleveland 1893).

So voi “will", DTTT “can™ ¢6 s6 lan
XUAl hién it hon (465 lugt), nhung van duy
tri kha déu dan cho dén hién nay: chi ¢o 3
bai didn van la khdng sir dung va bai nhiéu
nhit c¢6 dén 27 lugt (William H. Harrison.

our
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1841 va Abraham Lincoln. 1861). Trong 56
465 luot nay. co dén gan 80% ham chi y
nghia nang luc va du bao kha nang co thé xay
ra, tic 1a thude vé tinh thai nhén thic, khac
vdi truong hop cua “will™ — nghiéng vé tinh
thai nhiém vu. Cé 1& dang chu y nhét la cac
truong hop “can”, khi duoc su dung dé ham
chi tinh kha thi cia mot ménh dé. mot su tinh
nao do, thi thuong bao gio no cling duge cac
tac gia dat trong nhimg khudn khé diéu kién
can thiét/tién quyét xac dinh mét cach tuong
minh. Dy co6 thé xem la cach lap luan kha
phd bién co su tham gia cua DTTT *“‘can”
trong DVNC. Chang han nhu vi du (4) o trén,
hodc ¢c6 su gop mat cua cac ménh dé diéu
kién khac:

(7) Freedom can never yvield its fullness of
hlessings so long as the law or its adminisiration
places the smallest obstacle in the pathway of any
virtuons citizen (James A. Garfield, 1881).

(8) We cannot learn from one another until
we stop shouting at one another—until we speak
quietly enough so that our words can be heard as
well as our voices (Richard M. Nixon, 1969).

(9) We can guin no lasting peace if we
dapprodch it with suspicion and miisirust or with
fear. We can gain it only if we proceed with the
undlersianding, the confidence, and the courage

which  flow  from  conviction  (Franklin = D.
Roosevelt, 1945).
Cang nhu “will™ va “can”, DTTT “must”

xudt hién kha thuong xuyén. lon gap 10,97
1an so véi tan s6 su dung trong COCA. Co
7/56 bai (12.5%) khoéng st dung “must”
Trong 340 luot. co dén 279 lugt (82%) biéu
dat diéu bat bude phal thuc hién, dac biét la
két cau “we + must+ verb...” nhu & vi du (2).
Do vdy. "must” trong DVNC ¢o xu thé
nghiéng hin vé y nghia tinh thai nhiém vuy;
qua do cho thay cac tac gia tap trung xac dinh
rach roi, dut khoat nhimg nhiém wvu can
cuong quyét thuc hién, nhimg dinh huéng
twong lai can phai kién dinh:

(10y Everv child niust be  taught  these
principles. Every citizen nuust uphold them. And
every immigrant by embracing these ideals makes

our Ccountry niore,
W. Bush, 2001).

Sau ddy la mot trong nhiing s6 it truomg
hop clia “must” biéu dat y nghia suy luan 16-
gich (tinh thai nhan thic), voi su gép mat
cua ménh dé diéu kién “if™:

(11) From questions of this class spring all
our constitutional controversies, and we divide
upon them into majorities and minorities. If the
minority will not acquiesce, the majorily must.
or the Government must cease (A. Lincoln,
1861).

Trong khi do, BTTT “may™, voir 335
lugt xudt hién co chiéu huéng biéu dat tinh
thai nhan thie nhiéu hon thong qua y nghia
chi kha ning ¢6 thé/khéng thé cua cac su
tinh duoc dé cap toi, chiém 67%. Diéu dang
ghi nhén nhét 1a ¢ ‘may” (21,7%) d& gop phin
danh diu mot trong nhimng dac diém khac
biét cua khdi vin ban DVNC so véi cac loai
véan ban chinh luan thuong gap khac, khi no
thudng duoc st dung & doan két ctia bai dién
vén, trong hinh thirc 1a 101 cau nguyén Chua
Troi ban phude lanh cho dat ‘nuée MI, ngudi
dan MT va vi nguyén thu quoc gia. Piéu nay
da khién cho DVNC it nhiéu mang mau sic
ton gido:

(12) May God bless you, und may He watch
over the United States of America (George W.
Bush, 2005).

(13) From the height of this place and the
summit of this century, lef us go forth. May God
strengthen our hands for the good work aheud—
and always, always bless our America (Bill
Clinton. 1997).

Céc DTTT “should”, “*shall™ va “would”
déu co ti 1¢ rén 50% biéu thj cac y nghia
DVNC tinh thai nhiém vu. Riéng déi voi
“shall”, tin s& xudt hién trung binh cua no
trong 1.000 tr viin ban cao gap 143.5 14n so
vOl cac van ban lon}D hop trong COCA.
Khao sat cho thdy “shall” ¢6 tan sé cao bat
thudmg bdi 18 thdng thudng né chi co thé két
hop dLrorc véi cac chu nglt la ng01 thu nhat
s it “J” (t61) hodc ngdi thu nhét sé nhiéu
“we” (chung toi/ta) [3: 1175]. nhung trong

not less, American (George
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DVNC. n6 ¢on c6 thé xudt hién duoc voi ca
cac chu ngir 1a ngdi thir 3 s6 it hoac sé nhiéu
nira. Vi du:

(14) ... and because we have tasted the biner
swill of civil war and segregation, and emerged
from that dark chaprer stronger and more unired,
we cannot help but believe thar the old hatreds
shall someday pass: thal the lines of tribe shall
soon dissolve. that us the world grows smaller,
our commmon lhumanity shall reveal itself (B.
Obama. 2009).

Tuy nhién. “shall™ ciing nhu “should” va
“may” dang cd xu hudng khdéng dugce su
dung nhiéu nhu trude day, dac biét la tur Téng
th61133 J. Carter. 1977 cho dén nay. Sé lan
xudt hi¢n cta 3 dong tir nay trong 1 bai nhiéu
nhat chi 1a 4 1an (uinh tr Téng lhong Jimmy

Carter). trong khi d6 trude ddy con s nay co
khi da 1én dén 18 cho “shall™ 35 cho “may”
23 cho “should™

4. Sau day la nhimg két luan so bd vé Iop
DTTT duge su dung trong DVNC, gdm 56
bai vai tdng cong 72.010 tir cua khdi van ban:

- Cac DTTT ¢6 tan sé xuat hién cao bao
gom: “will™ “can™. “must”. “should™. “shall”
“may” va “would” Tan sb xudt hién trung
binh trong 1.000 tir van ban cua nhimg dong
trnay trong DVNC déu cao hon so véi tan s6
xudt hién tuong tmg cia ching trong COCA.
Pac biét 1a “shall™. ¢6 tin sb cao gap 1453
lan boi 18 n6 ¢6 thé ket hop duoc voi ca cac
chu tir 1a ngdi thir 3 b it va 56 nhleu chu
khong chi la ngdi thir nht s6 it hodc sb nhiéu
nhu thuomg thy trong cac loai van ban khac.

B6 ba cdc dong ti “will” “can” va
“must” vira ¢6 (dn $0 xuét hién cao vira dugc
st dung tuong déi on dinh trong hau hét cac

bai DVNC. Trong khi do. “may™ “should™ v
“shall™ dang ¢6 xu hudmg it duge suir dung ke
twr Tonn thong J. Carter, 1977 dén Tom7 thong
3. Obama, 2009.

Néu dua trén cach phdn chia cac y
nghfa tinh thai theo hai [6p co ban la tink thdi
nhiém vy va tinh thai nhan thice. thi céc
D1TT da phﬁn nghiéng vé tinh thai nhiém vu
hon a tinh thai nhan thirc. vér “must™ ¢o tan

s6 xuat hién cao gép 10,97 lan so v&i khéi
van bian COCA. Diéu nay it nhiéu da phan
anh ding voi tinh chit ndi dung caa DVNC
12 néu 1&n nhimg céng viéc. nhiém vu cén
thuc hién, nhimg chién luoc. ké hoach cén
hoan thanh trong tuong lai.

Néu dua trén cach phan chia theo ba
muc dg gia tri tinh théi la cao (a). trung binh
(b) va thap (c), thi nhin chung DVNC ¢6 su
ket hop cua ca ba mirc d6 nay thong qua tan
s& xuft hién cua ca ba nhom DTTT voi nhom
(b) dat s6 luot cao nhat; cu thé 1a (xem bang
1): nhém (a) “must™. “should™ ~have/had to™
“ought to”, “dare”, "need” c6 767 luot, nhém
(b) “will”, “shall”, “would” ¢6 1.276 luogt va
nhém (c) “can”, “may”, “could”™ “might™ c6
935 luot.

Nhu vay, v tan s& xudt hién cao va
nhitng y nghia tinh thai ma chung biéu dat.
lop BTTT rd rang dong mot vai trd quan
trong trong DVNC véi tu cach la mot trong
nhiig phuong tién chinh thé hién quan dlem
thai do, cach danh gi4, v.v.. cla cac tac gia vé
nhitng ndi dung lién quan. L& di nhién, nhu
da dé cap ¢ trén. ¥ nghia tinh thai con c6 thé
duoc biéu hién thong qua cac phuong tién
vung khac. Va dé 1a ndi dung cén duoc tiép
tuc nghién ciru.
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The American Presidency Project.

Addresses,

Tong thong Mi,_so lhegng tic trong dién van nhgm chiee o cdac nhiém ki

# Ho tén Tong | Ngay nhim | Sélugngtir [ # | Hotén Tong Ngay nham | Sé lugng tir |
théng | chic ctia bai théng chire cuia bai dién |
| (Cac nhiém dién van (Cac nhi¢m vin
L T S ] ki)
| 30-4- | 23 | Benjamin
roree o | 1789 25| Harrison 4-3-1889 | 4388
aynie | 4-3-1793 , | B
2 | John Adams L4—3— 1797 | 2308 124 GroverCleveland | 4-3-1893 | 2015
3 | Thomas 4-3-1801 | 1729 | 25 | William 4-3-1897 | 3.967
| Jefferson 4-3-1805 | 2158 McKinley 4-3-1901 | 2.217
4 . 4-3-1809 [ 1.175 26 | Theodore
7.lames Madison | , 3.1813 | 1209 Roosevelt 4-3-1905 ‘ 985
5 . 4-3-1817 | 3.217 27 | William H. Taft
#*imes Monroe | o o a5y | 4.467 . 4-3- 19_09_ 5433 _
6 28 | Woodrow Wilson | 4 -3-1913 | 1.802
John Q. Adams h5 :.3—1825 | 2 906 I | 5-3-1917 | 1.526
7 | Andrew 4-3-1829 | 1125 29 | Warren G.
| Jackson 1 5-3-1833 1172 Harding Am 31021 | 318
8 | Martin V. 4-3-1837 | 3838 30 | Calvin Coolidge |y _ 51995 | 4,059 j
| Buren }
3| Yelsia, 4-3-1841 | 8.445 31| Herbert Hoover | 4 _ 5 459 | 3801
| Harrison_ B )
4-3-1933
20 - 1-
10 | | 4 -4-1841 Khéng <6 | 32 | Franklin D. | 1937 1233
John Tyler bai dién van Roosevelt 20-1- 1340
(X) 1941 550
20-1- |
| 1945
"1 James K. Polk | 4—3-1845 | 4776 33 | Harry S. Truman | 20 - 1 - 2242
1949
T = o |
12 : 34 | Dwight D.[20-1- |
Eisenh 1953 2446
Zachary Taylor | 5 -3-1849 | 996 senhower 21 -1 - 5 449
| : 1957 _
13 | Millard 35 | John F. Kennedy | 20 — 1 ]
-7- .355
Fillmore I=TA 150 X 1961
14 i 36 | Lyndon B. . 437
Franklin Pierce . 4-3-1853 ' 3.319 Johnson 20-1-1965 | 1.43 |
1S [ James 37 | Richard M. | 20-1-1969 | 2130
Buchanan 4R ABST || R Nixon 20-1-1973 | 1668
16 | Abraham 4-3-1861 | 3.634 38 | Gerald R. Ford 9_8-1974 | X
] _lii'EOI" 4_ -3-1865 | 698 FR At il
17 | Andrew | 15.4-1865 | X 39 | Jimmy Carter 20-1-1977 | 1.087
Johnson | S =
18 | Ulysses S. 4-3-1869 | 1.128 40 | Ronald Reagan 20-1-1981 | 2463
Grant 4-3-1873 | 1.337 |21-1-1985 | 25468 |
Y 1 o == T
19 ﬁul:erford B. | 5_3.1877 | 2480 41 | George Bush 20-1-1989 | 2283
| Hayes = 1
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20 | James A. [ [ 42 T Bill Clinton -1-1993 [ 1.507
B J»(iarﬁeld 14‘3' e ‘_2'978 20-1-1997 | 2.170

——t — — S

'| Chester A. 1 19-9- " 2 | EgrgE'W. Bush 220'81' 1571

. |

47+Arlhur +‘}88 \ - 20-1- 2005 2.073

22 | Grover 44 | Barack Obama

| Clevetand 4-3-1885 | 1.681 20-1-2009 | 2406

(1) Day ta nhiém vy lronb lam cua chunU
mét tu duy méi vé chinh quyén. mot cam nhan moi vé
trach nhiém. nghia vu va mét tinh than céng dong mai,
¢chiing 1a sé liép tuc cude hanh trinh cia nugc My. Loi
hira hen ma ching ta da tim dugc trén mién dat mai.
ching ta ciing s& tim lai dugc mot 1an nira trén mién
dat hira m@i nay. O no1 day, gido duc s la tai san quy
gid nhat cua mdi nguoi dan. Truong hoc cua chung ta
s€ dat dugc nhitng chuan muc cao nhat én thé 2idi. s&
thap sang nhimg udc mo chay bong trong anh mat tre
tha, Va canh cuaa dai hoc sé rong mo cho Wt ca moi
ngud.

(2) Ching ta phai thuc hién viéc diéu chinh mot
cach cdn trong va cam dan. Nhan dan ta phai thuc hién
dbng thoi ca hanh vi cho va nhan. Tinh hinh gia ca at
hin s& phan anh su lang diu con bl ctia nhiing hoat
dong thoi chién tranh. C6 18 chiing ta s& khéng bao gid
tim lai duge mue lrong bonu cao nhur trude day boi vi
chién tranh luén can su diéu chinh, boi hoan va nhiing
nhu ¢an hiét yéu cua cude séng déu co mbi quan hé
lién déi v6i nhau, nhung ching ta phai phan dau dé dat
duoc su binh 6n.

(3) Chung ta s& khong duny lai hoat dong don tiép
ngudi din nhap cu. nhung chung ta nén dimg lai thai
do thiéu can trong vé tinh chat cua hoal dong nay.
Noudi dan nhap cu dén tir nhidu dan 16¢ khac nhau. va
i 1 dén tir mat dan (a¢ (ot nhét di niva cling sé& ay ra
mot ganh niang cho ngan sach va méi de doa dén trat
xa hoi. Nhimg van dé nay can duoc sac dinh 10 rang va
loa trir.

(4) boan két, théng nhat thi co hdi thanh cong
nam trong tdm tay cua ching ta. Con chia ré, mat doan
két. thi kho co thé thanh céng vi chung ta khéng dam
duong dau voi nhimg thach thic gay €0, khéc liét.

(5) Tinh wang suy thoai kinh té cua ching ta da
dién ra lién tuc wrong mdy thip nién qua Tinh trang
nay »& hhong dé dang bién mat chi trong mot vai ngay.
wan hay vai thang. nhung ching s¢ cham dut. Tinh
wang nay sé két thic bai vi ching ta voi wr cach la
ngurdi dan Mi by gio co di kha nang, nhu ching ta da
timg thé hién trude déy. thuc hién nhimg d|eu can thiét
nham duy tri quyén tu do cudi cing va tot dep nhét
nay.

(6) Lién quan dén viée tmg phoé vai tinh hinh kho
khin cua chung ta hién nay. néu chiing 1a biét khoi day
niém tin vao sirc manh va ciac ngllén I dan toe thi do
1a cach i 1i théng minh. khén ngoan mac da van thira

ta. Voi

! N
nhﬁng nhiing diéu nay s& khong cho phép chung ta
né tranh an toan nhitng quy luat bat bién vé tai chinh
va thuong mai.

(7) Tu do s& chang bao git co thé phat huy hét
nhitng vu diém cua n6 néu nhu luar phap va viéc thi
hanh ludt phap gdy ra tro ngai nho nhat trén budc
duemg phat trién cia bét ki mét céng déan chan chinh
nao.

(8) Chung ta khéng thé cam thong. hoc hoi lan
nhau trir khi chung ta dirng han hanh vi quat nat nhau,
trir khi chiing ta néi nang nho nhe. (ir ton sao cho tiéng
néi va ca tam y clia ching ta dugc tiép nhan, sé chia.

(9) Chung ta s& khéng thé ¢ nén hoa binh bén
vimg néu chiing ta tiép cén né trong tam trang bi quan,
hoai nghi, bt tin hogc lo sg. Chiing ta chi co thé dat
duge no thong qua su théng hidu, tu tin va long cam
dam bt ngudn tir y chi kién dinh.

(10) Moi tré em can phai duoc giao duc vé nhirng
nguyén tic nay. Moi cong dén phai tuan thu ching. Va
moi ngudi dan nhdp cu théng qua viéc chap hanh
nhimng nguyén tic do sé lam cho dat nudc cia chang
ta ngay cang tré nén rd nét hon. chir khong phai la
mo nhat di, dac trung dan téc M.

(11) Tur nhitng vén dé cua tang 16p nay lam nay
sinh nhimg tranh ca@i vé hién phap cua ching ta, va
theo do chung ta phan hoa thanh da s6 va thiéu so
Néu thanh phan thiéu sd khong tiép nhan, thi da sb
phai thyc hién. bing khong thi Nha nudc phai két
thic.

(12) Nguyén xin Chua Troi ban phuéc lanh
xubng cho quy vi, anh chi em va nguyén xin Noudi
ché che, doi tréng theo hanh trinh cua nude Mi.

(13) Tir dinh cao cua noi ddy va dinh cao thoi
gian cua thé ki nay, chung ta hay cung nhau tién budce
1én. Nguyén xin Chua Troi ban thém sirc manh cho
doi tay cua ching ta nham thuc hién s mang cao ca
& phia trudc - va xin luén udn ban phude lanh xudng
cho nude Mi cua ching ta.

(14) ...va bai vi ching ta da ném trai bao ndi don
dau, mat mat tir cude ndi chién va chia cat, roi da ré
nén manh mé va doan kél hon tir giai doan den 16i do.
chang ta phai virng tin rang nhimg thi han trong qua
khir roi mot ngay nao do s&€ qua di, nhirng vén dé vé
sic tdc s& mau chong tan bién di: va tinh nhan van
cong déng cua chiing ta sé& tr boc 16 khi ma thé gigi
ngay cang thu hep lai.

(Ban Bién tap nhan bai ngay 09-06-2012)




