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Nowadays, the importance of acquiring English comtmunication competence, especially speaking
skill is more and more asserted in education and training. Within the context of teaching English in
Secondary School at present, it is really a challenge for teachers to meet the needs of their students’
speaking. At Thai Nguyen High School, the students have learnt English for 4 years before entering
the Schoo! but their speaking abilities are not good emough to catch up with the speaking
requirements in English 10,

Therefore, the survey mvestigated & hundred students of the 16" form at Thai Nguyen Figh School to
find out their needs in leaming speaking skulls. Besides, persanal observation and interviews were
applied to collect more data for the analysis. Based an the results of the analysis and discussion, the
researcher has proposed a supplementary speaking syllabus to meet the students’ needs at High School.

Keywords: Enghsh speaking, syllabus, 10" form students, spealang activities, Thai Nguyen

High school.

INTRODUCTION

Nowadays English becomes morc popular
than ever before. It is spoken all over the

world and appears in ail spberes of human life,

It 1s considered a bridge connecting country
with country, culture with culture. It 15 a
language of economy, cducation,
entertainment, sports, etc. Although English is
an international language, learning and
teaching English 1s a complicated process
which is responsible for developingfour
skills: speaking, listening, reading, and
writing skill. All of these skills are important,
but speaking seems to be more important.

Like all language skiils, speaking is also a
crucial factor to second language acquisition.
From observation and informal taiks with
English teachers and school students, it is
found out that at first, all beginners have a
desire to learn English and to speak English
as fluently as native speakers do; howevet, as
time passing by they find themselves facing
many difficulties that prevent them from
gaining successful interactions. For 10th form
students at Thai Nguyen high school, these
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problems have been detected as: (1) Students
speaking abilities 1n Vietnamese are low and
mixed as some of them come from
mountainous arcas and are ethnic people,
some of them do not have good background
education. (2) Students are not motivated
enough because some topies and situations are
strange and not intercsting ta them, some tasks
are not suitable with their speaking
competence. (3) The tume allowance is not
enough for them to practice using the target
language and the language they have learnt 1
authentic situations, which prevents them from
developing speaking skills in the real world
(4) And some students find 1t difficult to make
their tafks lively and persuasive even when
they think their vocabulary and grammar is not
the question. Therefore, the analysis of the
above-mentioned reality indicates that it is
necessary to design  a  supplementary
speaking syllabus for the 10th form students
at Thai Nguyen High school to help them
develop their speaking skill.

LITERATURE REVIEW

. According to Penny Ur (1995) [4] speaking

scems intwitively the most important and
people who know a language are referred io
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as speakers of that language as if speaking
included all other lands of knowing It
contributes an important part to improve other
students’ skills such as listening, reading and
writing  and makes them better at
communication. Good speaking also means
that the speakers have a large volume of both
theoretical and social knowledge, which will
help them smmore confident and befter at
reading and writing. In other words, when
speaking skill 1s in progress, other skills also
become better.

Moreover, good speaking is said to be a good
source of motivation for students. According to
Byrne (19%0) [1] studenis’ motivation is
enhanced if they have a semse of
progress. When students get high motivation,
they will get progress in their study Harmer
(1998) (3] also says that whatever kind of
motivation students have, it is clear that highly
motivated students do better than ones without
any motivation at all.

Sctivener {1995) [5] discusses that when we
speak we need to work on two things. One is
accuracy — getting everything correet. But
the other is fluency - speaking at a good
speed and communicating easily with other
people. It is very important to practice that
as well as working on reducing mistakes in
class. At the time fluency is the focus,
instant correction is less appropriate and
could interfere with the aim of the activity.
The teacher needs to be clear about whether
her main amm is accuracy or fluency and
adapts her role in class appropriately.
Scrivener  (1995) [5] also states that
achieving success in a task using English 15 a
huge achievement. It is much more
important to work first on getting the
message across than paying attention to
using accurate language.

1t is widely recognized that Bachman's model
of communicative competence provides a
potentially useful framework for the design of
ianguage syllabus. Students tend to learn
more easily when they feel relaxed, and fun is
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considered an important factor in successfil
language learming. ' Consequently, it s
advisable that not orly the teacher but also the
syllabus designer should help to make the
learning process as relaxing as possible
SUBJECT AND METHODOLOGY

A hundred studepts m the 10 form and §
teachers of English of Thai Nguyen High
School are chosen to camry out the research,
The students are the target subjects who need
to be immediately provided with English skills
because they bring with them different
background of education. These students have
learnt English for over at least 3 years, but they
have not much focused on speaking
Therefore, their ability of Engiish 1s not very
good and they are not very interested in
learning speaking. The researcher is in charge
of teaching them English so the relatianship
between the teacher and her students is very
good. Tt helps the researcher not only carry out
the survey but also observe speaking lessons to
see how appropriate the task for the students is
and how the students do the task easily.

The data collected from questionnaire was
synthesized and appfied Microsoft Excel for
calculating figures including frequency and
percentages. These figures were coded into
charts which is the underpinning base for
apalyzing.

Observation and interviews were to find out
problems with speaking lessons and speaking
tasks, and then they were studied to help
select the content of the supplementary
speaking syllabus for the students
FINDINGS

The survey questionnaire was administered to
100 students from the 10 form Thai Nguyen
High School. They all have used the same
course book “English 10™.

The data of the students’ socfal background,
which was said to be related with their
condition for learning English,indicates that
the majority of students come from That
Nguyen city, and they have learnt English
since they were at grade 6.
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‘Table 1. Students’ interesi in working in pair and group

Very much Much Rather Little Not at all
Individual 0 20 36 30 14
With a partner 8 56 28 8 0
In a small group 52 28 14 6 0

Figure 1 showed students’ interest in learning
English and speaking English. It can be seen
that, 41% of the students felt very interested
in speaking English 21 % of the students had
little or no interest in speaking English. The
rest (38%) felt rather interested.
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Figure 1. Students” mterest in speaking English
Table 1 indicated students’ attitude towards
speaking activities that 20% of the students
liked working individually much while 56%
of them liked working in pair. Over half of
the students enjoyed working in small groups.
Only a few students (6% and 8%) said that
they felt rather like working in pairs and
groups. None of them thought they disliked
these kinds of activities. )

The data showed that most students found
pair/group work beneficial in speaking
lessons. They could exchange opinions,
shared ideas, got help from friends. Only
some of them did not find it helpful. 94 % of
the students felt more confident and had more
chance to share ideas, while 6% had the
opposite idea.

As described 1n chart 2, about frequency of
students’ taking part in pair/group work n

class, 64% of the students said they always
enjoyed working mn pairs and groups 26% of
them often took part in pair/grbup work. Only
% of them did not like these activities,

SAways
mOften
OSometimes

ONever

Figure 2. Students ' participation i pair/group work
Related to designing extra spealing activities,
table 2 showed that more than half of the
students agreed that it was necessary to
design extra speaking activities to make the
lessons more interesting and to give them
chances to develop their speaking ability, The
two important roles of extra speaking
activities were strongly agreed by 36% and
40% of the students. There 1s a small number
of students (8%) who disagreed the first role
of these activities and few students disagreed
with the second role. When answering about a
waste of time and money, there were 50%
(24% + 26%) of the students asserting that
doing extra speaking activities was a waste of
time and the teacher’s money. They also
added that they did not need speaking in
doing tests. About a third of them did not give
their idea.
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Table 2. Students’ aitiude lowards the need of using extra speaking

Do you agree with the following ideas S:;:E:y Agree ls;i::“ﬂi Disagree  Noidea
Supplementary speaking activities are E
needed to make the speaking lessons more 36 56 8 0 0
interestin, ’
Supplementary  speaking  activities  are

needed for students to develop their speaking 40 54 2 2 2
ability

Applying supplementary activities is a waste 6 3 24 26 16

_oftmeandmoney

DISCUSSION

It can be seen that the 10" form students at
Thas Nguyen High School ‘were familiar with
doing supplementary activities in their
speaking classes. Thew attitude towards
learning English ranged differently but many
of them showed great interests in learning
speaking  accompanied  with  doing
supplementary speaking activities in pais/
groups. Some topics in Enghsh 10 such as
“Pevple  background, Special
Technology, The mass media, Historical places,
Typical/ Famous cities, The World Cup™ are not
much approved by the students. Game- like
speaking activities on these topics should
relate to the themes in current speaking
exercises in text book, so that students either
have knowledge about the topics in scme
ways, or offer students different types of the
same topic. Some tasks in the students’
textbooks are not appropriate and over the
students’ level. Some others do not provide
enough information for the students to
practice speaking. Anyway, a majority of
students werc aware of the benefits of
pair/group work, of supplementary speaking
activities.

education,

To 'sum up, most students are not yet
accustomed to speaking and listemng, even
when they have a great deal of grammatical
knowledge or a wide range of vocabulary.
Aithough the 10® form students at Thai
Nguyen High Schocl have chances to practice
English speaking, they not vet made their
conversations in English spontaneously and
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Traturally From the above data analysis, it can

be seen that there is a need of designing s
supplementary material with various speakiné
activities to make the lessons more interesting
and to give them chances to develep ther
speaking ability.

IMPLICATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Based on the foregoing findings, the study
could be summarised as follows:

1. Most of the students are interested i
speaking English even though their speaking
level 15 not high enough. They enjoyed
learning speaking through games, discussion,
and conversations.

2. Using pair/group work in supplementary
speaking activities helps students gain
benefits in improving not only thewr speaking
skills but also their ways of cooperating with
friends to complete tasks successfuily.

3. The sitange and challenges of topics and
tasks with a lot of new words in English {0
that are above the level of particular students
at Thai Nguyen High School.

4. The students need to learn some other
ways to make their talks lively and
persuasive, For'mstance, they can use non-
verbal languages

5. With an aim 1o provide a better solutmn
for the remaining situation of the 10“' form
students at Thai Nguyen High School, 2
supplementary speaking syllabus is proposed
in this research. The syllabus is a combination
of topical, skill- based and task- based
syllabuses.
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CONCLUSION

In order to develop the students’ speaking
skill, the author of this thesis has reviewed
relevant literature on needs analysis, syllabus
design, speaking theories and speaking
activities Then, supplementary speaking
activities among which some are simplified,
designed and selected should be related to the
themes in current speaking tasks in textbooks,
so that students either have knowledge about
the topics in some ways, or offer students
different types of the same topic.

The research focuses on designing a
supplementary syllabus for the 10th form
students at Thai Nguyen High School. The

TOM TAT

researcher hopes that with this syllabus the

students will find English speaking lessons

enjoyable, then the evaluation will be done o

judge the usefulness and practicality.
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THIET KE CHUGNG TRINH BO TRY NOI CHO HQC SINH LGP 10
TRUGONG TRUNG HQC PHO THONG THAI NGUYEN

Nguyén Quynh TranF

Duong Céng Pat®', Vil Kiéu Hanh®
Trudng Dai hoc Y Dugre — DH That Nguyén,

X Trudng Dai hoe Sie pham = DH Thai Nguyén,
ITrudng Dai hoc Nong Lim — DH Théi Nguyén

Ngay nay, vide dat dirge nang lyc giao tiép Tiéng Anh dang ngdy cang khing dinh dugc tAm quan
trong trong gido duc va dio tao ngon ng\? Anh. Tmng béi canh day Tlmg Anh § edc trwdmg THPT
hién pay, 6 12 mét thach thire 461 vai cic gido vién dé dép Gmg nhu can ndi cia timg hoe sinh. Tai
trutmg THPT Théi Nguyen hoe sinh d3 duge hoc tleng Anh 4 ndm trude khi cac em hoc cip 3,
nhumg kha ning ndi ciia cc em lai chua d4p tmg duoc nhimg yéu chu cis gido trinh neng Anh 10
Do do, tic gia diéu tra khoing 100 hoc sinh 16p 10 & tradmg THPT Tha: Nguyén nhim tim n nhu
ciu hoc tap ciia hoc sinh déi vo1 ky ning néi. Bén canh do, tic gia cung quan sdt vi phong vin dé
thu thap thém dir lmu dé phan tich. Dya trén két qud phan tich, tée gid d& xudt chuang trinh Néi bd
trgr & dap (mg nhu cdu hoc tép cia hoc sinh trudng trung hac phé théng.

Tir khéa: Ky néng ndi, chicong trink, hoc sinh lép 10, cdc hoat dong ndi, trwong THPT Thiv Nguyén,

Nedy nhén bii: 15/12/2016; Ngay phan bién: 09/3/2017; Ngiy duydt &dng: 28/6/2017

" Tel: 01255 985.333; Email: ntdaitn@gmail.com

7


mailto:ntdattn@gmail.com

