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SUMMARY 
Nowadays, tlie Importance of acquiring English communicanon competence, especially speaking 
skill is more and more assayed in education and training, Within tlie context of teaching English in 
Secondary School at present, it is really a challenge for teachers to meet the needs of their students' 
speaking. At Thai Nguyen High School, the students have iearnf English for 4 years before entering 
the School but their speaking abilities are not good enough to catch up with the speaking 
requirements in English 10, 
Therefore, the survey investigated a hundred students of the 10* form at Tliai Nguyen Higli School to 
find out flieir needs in learning speaking skills. Besides, personal observation and interviews were 
applied to collect more data for the analysis. Based on the results of the analysis and discussion, the 
researcher has proposed a supplementaiy speaking syllabus to meet the students' needs at High School, 
Keywords: English speaking, syllabus. Kf form students, speaking activities. Thai Nguyen 
High school. 

INTRODUCTION 

Nowadays English becomes more popular 

than ever before. Il is spoken all over the 

world and appears in all spheres of human life. 

Il IS considered a bridge connecting country 

with country, culture with culture. Il is a 

language of economy, education, 

entertainment, sports, etc. Although English is 

an international language, learning and 

teaching English is a complicated process 

which is responsible for develop ingfour 

skills: speaking, listening, reading, and 

writing skill. All of these stalls are important, 

bul speatang seems to be raore important. 

Like all language skills, speaking is also a 

crucial factor to second language acquisition. 

From observation and informal talks with 

English teachers and school students, it is 

found out that at first, all {jeginners have a 

desire to learn English and to speak English 

as fluently as native speakers do; however, as 

time passing by they find Iheraselves facing 

many difficulties that prevent them from 

gaining successful interactions. For 10th form 

students at Thai Nguyen high school, these 
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problems have been detected as: (1) Students 

speaking abihlies in Vietnamese are low and 

mixed as some of them come from 

mountainous areas and are ethnic people, 

some of them do not have good background 

education. (2) Students are not motivated 

enough because some topics and situations are 

strange and not inlercsling to them, some tasks 

are not suitable with their speatang 

competence. (3) The time allowance is not 

enough for them lo practice using the target 

language and the language they have learnt in 

authentic situations, which prevents them from 

developing speaking skills in the real world 

(4) And some students find it difficult to make 

their talks lively and persuasive even when 

they think their vocabulary and grammar is not 

the question. Therefore, the analysis of the 

above-mentioned reality indicates that it is 

necessary to design a supplementary 

speaking syllabus for the 10th form students 

at Thai Nguyen High school to help them 

develop their speaking skill. 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

.According lo Penny Ur (1995) [4] speatang 

seems intuitively the most important and 

people who know a language are referred to 
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as speakers of that language as if speatang 
included all other lands of knowing. It 
contributes an important part lo improve other 
students' skills such as listening, reading and 
writing and makes them better at 
communication. Good speaking also means 
that the speakers have a large volume of both 
theoretical and social knowledge, which will 
help them more confident and better at 
reading and writing. In other words, when 
speatang skill is in progress, other stalls also 
become better. 

Moreover, good speatang is said to be a good 
source of motivation for students. According to 
Byrne (1990) [ I ] students' motivation is 
enhanced if they have a sense of 
progress.When students get high raotivation, 
they will gel progress in their study Harmer 
(1998) [3] also says that whatever tand of 
motivation students have, it is clear that highly 
motivated students do better than ones without 
any motivation al all. 

Scrivener (1995) [5] discusses that when we 
speak we need lo work on two things. One is 
accuracy - getting everything correct. Bul 
the other is fluency - speatang al a good 
speed and communicating easily with other 
people, Il is very important to practice that 
as well as working on reducing mistakes in 
class. At the time fluency is the focus, 
instant correction Is less appropriate and 
could interfere with the aim of the activity. 
The teacher needs to be clear about whether 
her main aim is accuracy or fluency and 
adapts her role in class appropriately. 
Scrivener (1995) [5] also slates that 
achieving success in a task using English is a 
huge achievement. Il is much raore 
important to work first on getting the 
message across than paying attention to 
using accurate language. 
It is widely recognized that Bachman's model 
of communicative competence provides a 
potentially useful framework for the design of 
language syllabus. Students tend to learn 
more easily when they feel relaxed, and fun is 

considered an important factor in successfiil 
language learning. Consequently, it is 
advisable that not only the teacher but also the 
syllabus designer should help to make the 
learning process as relaxing as possible 
SUBJECT AND METHODOLOGY 
A hundred students in the lO"' form and 5 
teachers of English of Thai Nguyen High 
School are chosen to carry out the research 
The students are the target subjects who need 
to be immediately provided with English skills 
because they bring wilh them different 
background of education. These students have 
learnt English for over al least 3 years, but they 
have not much focused on speaking. 
Therefore, their ability of English is not very 
good and they are not very interested in 
leaming speaking. The researcher is in charge 
of teaching them English so the relationship 
between the teacher and her students is very 
good. It helps the researcher not only carry out 
the survey bul also observe speaking lessons to 
see how appropriate the task for the students is 
and how the students do the task easily. 
The data collected frora questionnaire was 
synthesized and applied Microsoft Excel for 
calculating figures including frequency and 
percentages. These figures were coded into 
charts which is the underpinning base for 
analyzing. 

Observation and interviews were to find out 
problems with speaking lessons and speaking 
tasks, and then they were studied to help 
select the content of the supplementary 
speaking syllabus for the students 
FINDINGS 

The survey questionnaire was administered to 
100 students from the 10 form Thai Nguyen 
High School. They all have used the same 
course book "English 10". 
The data of the students' social background, 
which vras said to be related with their 
condition for learning English, indicates that 
the majority of students come from Thai 
Nguyen city, and they have learnt English 
since they were at grade 6. 
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Not at all 

14 

0 

0 

Figure 1 showed students' interest in learning 

English and speaking English. Il can be seen 

that, 4 1 % of the students felt very interested 

in speaking Enghsh 21 % of the students had 

little or no interest in speaking English. The 

rest (38%) feU rather interested. 

Figure 1. Students' mterest in speaking English 

Table 1 indicated students' attitude towards 

speatang activities that 20% of the students 

liked working individually much while 56% 

of them liked working in pair. Over half of 

the students enjoyed working in small groups. 

Only a few students {6% and 8%) said that 

they fell rather like working in pairs and 

groups. None of them thought they disliked 

these tands of activities. 

The data showed that raost students found 

pair/group work beneficial in speatang 

lessons. They could exchange opinions, 

shared ideas, got help from friends. Only 

some of them did not find it helpful. 94 % of 

the students felt more confident and had raore 

chance lo share ideas, while 6%i had the 

opposite idea. 

As described in chart 2, about frequency of 

students' tatang part in pair/group work m 

class, 64% of the students said they always 

enjoyed working in pairs and groups 26% of 

them often look part in pair/group work. Only 

% of them did not like these acttvities. 

Figure 2. Students 'participation in pair/group work 

Related to designing extra speaking activities, 

table 2 showed that more than half of the 

students agreed that it was necessary to 

design extra speatang activities lo make the 

lessons more interesting and lo give them 

chances to develop theu speaking ability. The 

two important roles of extra speatang 

acliviUes were strongly agreed by 36%) and 

40% of the students. There is a small number 

of students (8%>) who disagreed the first role 

of these acfivities and few students disagreed 

wilh the second role. When answering about a 

waste of time and money, there were 50% 

(24% + 26%) of the students asserting thai 

doing extra speatang activities was a waste of 

time and the teacher's money. They also 

added that they did not need speatang in 

doing tests. About a third of ihem did not give 

their idea. 
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Table 2. Students' altitude towards the need of using extra speaking 

DD you agree with the following ideas 

Supplementary speaking acUvities are 
needed to make the speaking lessons more 
interesting 
Supplementary speatang activities are 
needed for students to develop their speaking 
ability 
Applying supplementary activities is a waste 
of Umeand money 

Strongly 
Agree 

36 

40 

6 

Agree 

56 

54 

8 

strongly 
Disagree 

8 

2 

24 

Disagree 

0 

2 

26 

No idea 

0 :'-

2 

36 • 

DISCUSSION 

It can be seen that the lO"' form students at 
Thai Nguyen High School 'were familiar with 
doing supplementary activities in their 
speaking classes. Theu altitude towards 
leaming English ranged differently bul many 
of thera showed great' interests in learning 
speaking accompanied with doing 
supplementary speaking activities in pairs/ 
groups. Some topics in English 10 such as 
"People background, Special education. 
Technology, The mass media, Historical places. 
Typical/Famous cities. The World Cup" are not 
much approved by the students. Game- like 
speatang acttvities on these topics should 
relate to the themes in current speaking 
exercises in text book, so that students either 
have knowledge about the topics in some 
ways, or offer students different types of the 
same topic. Some tasks in the students' 
textbooks are not appropriate and over the 
students' level. Some others do not provide 
enough informafion for the students lo 
practice speaking. Anyway, a majority of 
students were aware of the benefits of 
pau/group work, of supplementary speatang 
activities. 

To 'SUra up, most students are not yet 
accustomed to speatang and listening, even 
when they have a great deal of grammatical 
knowledge or a wide range of vocabulary. 
Although the 10"̂  form students at Thai 
Nguyen High School have chances to practice 
English speaking, they not yet made their 
conversations in English spontaneously and 

naturally From the above data analysis, it caa 
be seen that there is a need of designing a 
supplementary material with various speaking 
activities to make the lessons more interesting 
and lo give thera chances lo develop their 
speaking ability, 

IMPLICATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
Based on the foregoing findings, the study 
could be summarised as follows; 

1. Most of the students are interested m 
speaking English even though their speaking 
level is not high enough. They enjoyed 
leaming speaking through games, discussion, 
and conversations. 

2. Using pair/group work in supplemental̂  
speaking aclivilies helps students gam 
benefits in improving not only theu speaking 
stalls but also theu ways of cooperating with 
friends to complete tasks successfully. 

3. The stfange and challenges of topics and 
tasks wilh a lot of new words in English 10 
that are above the level of particular students 
al Thai Nguyen High School. 

4. The students need to learn some other 
ways to make theu talks lively and 
persuasive. For'raslance, they can use non­
verbal languages. ' 

5. With an aim lo provide a better solution 
for the remaining situation of the lO"' form 
students at Thai Nguyen High School, a 
supplementary speatang syllabus is proposed 
in this research. The syllabus is a combination 
of topical, stall- based and task- based 
syllabuses. 
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CONCLUSION 

In order to develop the sUidents' speatang 

stall, the author of this thesis has reviewed 

relevant literature on needs analysis, syllabus 

design, speatang theories and speatang 

activities Then, supplementary speatang 

activities among which some are simplified, 

designed and selected should be related to the 

theraes in current speaking tasks in textbooks, 

so that students either have knowledge about 

the topics in some ways, or offer students 

different types of the same topic. 

The research focuses on designing a 

supplementary syllabus for the 10th forra 

students at Thai Nguyen High School. The 

researcher hopes that with this syllabus the 

students will find English speaking lessons 

enjoyable, then the evaluation will be done to 

judge the usefulness and practicality. 
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