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TU Tl/dNG DAO DOC CUA VUA MINH MENH 

ht THI LAN'"' 

Bdi viii niu lin nhiing cd sd triit hgc md tii tiidng dgo ddc cua Minh Minh lay ldm nen 

tang, phdn tich cdc ngi dung cd bdn trong tU tiidng cua ong vi dgo ddc, ldm ro sii dgc ddo cua 

nha vua trong viic van dung va phdt tiiin tU tiidng dgo diic Nho gido trong bdi cdnh trieu 

Nguyin dang lin nita ddu thiky XIX. 

prong lich sit tfl tfldng Viet Nam, 
Minh Menh dflde coi la ngfldi da 
xay dflng mdt dfldng loi chinh tri 

rieng cua Viet Nam tren cd sd tiep thu, 
van dung dfldng id'i tri nfldc cua Nho 
giao va dfla Nho giao thanh he tfl tfldng 
ehinh thd'ng, ddc ton ciia trieu Nguyin. 
Tfl tfldng dao dfle la mpt bp phan khdng 
tach rdi tfl tfldng chinh tri, lam thanh 
chinh the dfldng ioi chinh tri dao dfle 
cua vua Minh Menh, cd tae ddng tdi mpi 
mat ddi sd'ng xa hdi Vidt Nam thdi dng 
tri vi va anh hfldng lau dai trong sudt 
thdi dai trieu Nguydn ve sau. Viee 
nghien cflu lam ro cd sd trie't hpe, 
nhiing ndi dung can ban trong tfl tfldng 
dao dfle eua Minh Mdnh se gdp phan 
lam ro hdn ly do nha Nguyen dd cao 
dfldng ldi dfle tri cung nhfl tae ddng cua 
dudng ldi tri nfldc Nho giao tdi sfl van 
dpng, phat trien ciia kinh te, chinh tri, 
xa hpi thdi Nguyin. 

1. Cd sof tridt hpc cua ttf ttfdfng 
dao dfle Minh Menh 

Mac du tfl tfldng dao dfle cua Gia 
Long da dat nen tang cho ndn dao dfle 
Nho giao chinh thd'ng ciia trieu dai va 
cung cd' rapt sd' chuan mfle dao dfle quan 
trpng nha't cua nen dao dfle nay, nhflng 
chflng nang tinh thflc tiln, chfla mang 

tinh hd thd'ng va chfla chu trpng vl mat 
iy luan. Phai dd'n Minh Mdnh, cac tfl 
tfldng dao dfle cua trieu Nguyin radi 
phat trien radt each he thdng, mang tinh 
ly iuan cao, trd thanh he chuin mfle ciia 
ndn dao dfle Nho giao trieu Nguyin. 

Cac quan niem ve dao dfle eua Minh 
Menh bao ham hai nghia, dao dfle theo 
nghia rdng ed sfl ddng nha't vdi dfldng 
idi dfle tri, vfldng dao, la'y dao dfle de cai 
tri, giao hda dan chflng hfldng tdi mdt 
xa hdi dao dfle thai hda va dao dfle theo 
nghia hep la nhflng tu tfldng ve luan ly, 
dfle hanh, thien, ac, td't, xa'u va cac gia 
tri dao dfle, nhfl nhan, nghia, ll, tri, 
tin... Viee de cao dfldng idi dfle tri, nhan 
tri ciia Minh Menh xuat phat tfl eac 
nguyen ly nhan thflc luan Nho giao sau 
sic ve trdi, ngfldi, thien menh, thien 
nhan cam flng... Nhflng nguydn ly nay 
ddng thdi la eac quan niem raang tinh 
the gidi quan va nhan sinh quan Nho 
giao, la ndn tang cho ly iuan ve luan iy, 
dao dfle Nho giao cu the. 

Minh Menh hieu trdi theo quan niem 
ciia Han Nho, coi trdi la da'ng toi cao 
quye't dinh mpi sfl van ddng tren the 

(*) Pho giao sU, tieh si, Vien truing. Vien Thong 
tin Khoa hoc xa hoi, \^en Han lam Khoa hgc xa hoi 
Viet Nam. 
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gidi, cd t inh sieu nluen ehi phoi mpi sfl 
vat, hien tfldng. Ddi vdi ddi sdng con 
ngfldi, trdi chinh la ngudn gdc quyet 
dinh sd phan, dinh raenh cua mdi ea 
nhan. Doi vdi xa hpi, trdi tao nen sfl 
th inh suy xoay van, d i p ddi, tao nen so 
phan eiia mot trieu dai. Y chi eiia trdi 
chinh la menh trdi, la yeu to quyet dinh 
sfl van ddng eua xa hdi va con ngfldi. 
Ngfldi dfldc menh trdi la ngfldi ed dfle, 
cd the linh hpi dfldc menh trdi, thay trdi 
lara ehu tiuen ha, eai t r i mudn dan. Ke 
vd dfle se lam ma't raenh trdi, Idiien 
tridu dai suy t an va quyen thay trdi tri 
dan, the thien hanh dao se dflde trdi 
trao eho ngfldi cd dfle khac. Trdi trong 
quan niem eua H a n Nho ma Minh 
Menh tiep thu ddng thdi la mdt da'ng tdi 
cao cd nhan each, cd the bieu hien sfl 
hai long vdi ndn chinh sfl td't dep b i n g 
eae diera ianh hoae the hien sfl gian dfl 
trflde nen ehinh t r i bao ngfldc, hai dan 
b ing cic diem gd, tai fldng, dich hpa de 
canh bao. Trdi va ngfldi cd the tfldng 
thdng, cam flng ian nhau bdi ngfldi va 
trdi la cung mdt the, con ngfldi va xa 
hdi tdn tai va van ddng theo xu hudng 
lam sang td dfle idn ciia trdi, la dfle hieu 
sinh. Theo dd, mpi vat, mpi ngUdi deu 
dfldc trdi ban cho sinh sdi, nay nd, phat 
tridn theo t inh tfl nhidn (thien tinh, la 
nhflng tinh do trdi quy dinh, t inh tfl 
nhien). De dam bao eho dfle ldn dd ludn 
dfldc duy tri, dam bao sfl tdn tai cua xa 
hpi dfldc van dpng theo dflng dfle hidu 
sinh, trdi ban thien menh tri vi cho ke 
cd dfle, la ngfldi linh hdi dUde y chi cua 
trdi, cd nang liic dao dfle dieu hanh xa 
hdi, cham io cho bach t inh dUdc sd'ng 
theo thidn tinh trdi ban. Ke cd dfle dUdc 

menh trdi se lara vua t r i vi mudn dan. 
Quan vfldng la bae q u a n t ^ dfldc menh 
trdi, cd trpng t rach cham sde, cai quan, 
giao hda t h a n dan bach t i nh sinh sd'ng 
an vui theo dfle liieu sinh cua trdi: 
"Trlra nghi, trdi da s inh ra vua eho dan 
thi ngfldi lam vua phai coi dan nhfl eon, 
trong long ludn nhfl ngfldi cha hien tfl 
cham io cho con tre"(l) . 

Tfl tfl tudng t r ie t hpc chu dao neu 
tren, Minh Menh da la'y nguySn tic 
k inh thien lam nguyen t i e dau tien, 
lam kim ehi n a m cho viec dieu hanh dat 
nfldc va coi vide cai tri , g i io hda dan 
chung theo dflng th ien t inh trdi ban la 
nguyen t i e can ban nha't cho cae quan 
niem luan ly ciia minh. 

2 . N h f l n g n o i d u n g c d b a n t r o n g 
ttf t t fdng d a o dtfc c u a M i n h M§nh 

Nha vua tr iet de t u a n t h u quan nidm 
dao dfle n h a n s inh Nho giao eho r ing 
trong trdi da't khdng ed gi Idilc ngoM 
dao lara ngfldi. Dao lam ngfldi khdng 
the r a ngoai vdng ngfl luan la nam moi 
quan he, rang bude l l n nhau trong xa 
hdi - vua toi, cha con, chdng vd, anh em, 
b i n g hflu. Dao lara ngfldi the iiien trong 
nam radi quan he nay la nhan, nghia, 
ie, tr i , t in. Day la nam dfle idn eua mdi 
ngfldi deu pha i cd, ddu phai dfldc giao 
due, deu phai tu dfldng de hoan thidn 
ban than . Tuy nhien, trong moi mdi 
quan he lai ddi hdi mot dfle Idn tieu 
bieu de mdi ngfldi la'y lara trpng t im 
flng xil cho phfl hdp, nhfl theo Tdng 
Nho thi dfle t rung la trpng tam cua 
quan he vua tdi, dfle t r inh la trpng tam 

(1) Trung tam Khoa hoc xa hoi vk nhan vkn. Vi^n 
Nghien cilu Han Nom. Minh Menh ngii chi van. 
Ha N6i, 2000, tr.36. 
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cua quan he vd ehdng, dfle hieu la trpng 
tam cua quan he cha eon, dfle de la 
trpng tam cua quan he anh em va dfle 
tin la trpng tam eiia quan he ban be. 
Minh Menh da ndi tdm t i t ve dao lara 
ngfldi, ve dao dfle cua con ngfldi trong 
ngu iuan nhfl sau: "Dao lam ngUdi 
khdng cd gi cdt ydu bing lam cho luan 
ly dfldc trong sang: Vua tdi cd ngiiia, 
cha con cd tinh than, vd chdng cd rieng 
bidt, anh em cd thfl bac, ban bd cd tin 
cay; §iy la nam didu luan iy quan trpng 
cua ngUdi ta"(2). 

Tfl tfldng dao dfle cua Minh Menh 
cung chiu anh hudng sau sle cua dao 
dfle Tdng Nho. Mac du ea nam radi 
quan he deu quan trpng, nhUng tfl 
tfldng Tdng Nho da dd cao ba moi quan 
he quan trpng nha't trong ngu iuan la 
vua - tdi, cha - con, chong - vd, gpi la 
tam cUdng. Vdi mdi cfldng deu cd nhflng 
chuan mfle dao dfle tfldng flng ddi hdi 
phai tuan thii, nhfl trong dao vua tdi 
thi tdi phai tuyet ddi trung thanh vdi 
vua, dao vd chdng ddi hdi vp phai tuyet 
ddi thuy ehung, trinh tiet vdi ehdng va 
dao cha con doi hdi con phai tuyet doi cd 
hieu vdi cha me. Trong tam cfldng, 
Minh Menh eoi dao vd chong la gia tri 
diu tien va la gia tri ndn tang ciia cac 
gia tri khac: "Dao chdng nghia vd la goc 
cua nhan luan, diu ndi phong tue"(3); 
bdi vi, theo dng, khdng cd ehdng vd thi 
ididng cd cha con, ididng ed cha con thi 
khdng c6 vua tdi. Vi vay, nha vua ra't 
eoi trpng viec gifl ^ trinh tiet, chung 
thuy cua phu nfl. Ong la ngfldi dat ra 
nhiing hinh phat nghiem Idilc de trflng 
phat ke gian phu, dam phu vi "ke gian 
phu, dfla dam phu lam bai hoai phong 

tuc, neu bat tdi nhe thi lam sao khich le 
hem si, ciiinh ddn phong tuc dfldc"(4). 
Song song vdi viec sut dung iiinh thflc 
trflng phat de ran de, trflng tri ke gian 
dam, Minh Menh cung dinh le thfldng 
hau cho nhflng phu nfl biet bao ve trinh 
tiet va idng ehung thuy mot each xua't 
sle nhim cd vu, Idiuyen khich dfle 
chung thuy trong xa hdi, nhfl tang 
thfldng bien ngach vdi nhflng nghi le 
trpng thi de tuyen dfldng rdng rai trong 
gia ^nh, ddng hp, lang xa... Nhflng 
hinh thflc thfldng phat nay la sfl ndi 
tiep phfldng phap ran de va khuye'n 
khich ve mat dao dfle ciia vua Gia Long 
nhlra eung cd' nhflng gia tri dao dfle 
chu dao can xay dflng va phd bien trong 
xa hdi. 

Vdi Minh Menh, neu nhfl dao ngiiia 
vd chdng la gd'e cua nhan iuSn tiu dao 
hidu lai la dau cua iuan thudng. Ong 
ndi: 'Ta raud'n trieu dan cac ngUdi chara 
chl chinh hpc, biet ro luan iy; dao 
Nghieu, Thuaii clii cd lueu de ma 
thdi"(5). Coi trpng dao liieu nen trong 
hinh luat, nha vua cd nhiing dieu 
khoan cho phep va khuyeii khich con 
eai chia se gian kho eung cha me neu 
cha me mle tdi va ca'm ngUdi cd dai 
tang dfl thi khoa cii hay thara gia quan 
trfldng eho den het ky chiu tang. Ddng 
thdi, nha vua cung xii phat ngiiiem 

(2) Minh Mfnh. Huan dieu. Theo Tr in VSn Giau. 
Su phdt triin cda tU tiidng d Viet Nam tU thiky 
XIXdin Cdch mgng thdng Tdm, t . l . Nxb Khoa hoc 
xa hoi, Bk Noi, 1973, tr.221 - 222. 
(3) Minh Menh chinh yiu, t.2. Nxb ThuSn Hoa, 
Hue, 1994, tr.344, 
(4) Minh Menh chinh yiu, t.2. Sdd., tr.344. 
(5) Minh Menh, Huan dieu. Theo Tr in Van Giau. 
Suphdt trien cda tii tUdng Viet Nam tU theky XIX 
din Cdch mgng thdng Tdm, t . l . Sdd., tr.244. 

45 



TUTU&NG DAO DUG CUA VUA MINH MENH 

nhiing ke lam dung phep nfldc khuydn 
khich dao liieu ma lam giam tinh 
nghidm minh cua phap luat(6). 

Trpng nghia vd chdng, de cao dao 
hieu nhflng vdi Minh Menh, dfle trung 
thanh radi la dfle tinh tdi cao tren mpi 
dfle tinh khac trong nhan iuan: "Lai 
truyen cho bp Hinh truyen du cho cac 
nha mdn trong ngoai bidt, tfl nay ve sau 
deu phai radt ldng trung vi viec edng, 
vflt bd tinh rieng. Ban bd tuy la mpt 
trong nam dao thfldng, nhflng Thanh 
nhan dat ra dieu ly la de cho nhflng 
ngfldi ehUa ra lam quan. ChUa ra lara 
quan thi chfla vfldng mle viec cdng, nen 
be ban dfldc chdi vdi nhau bing nghia, 
ddi xit vdi nhau bing tinh. Cdn neu da 
lam quan thi phai vi nUde quen nha, vi 
eong qudn tfl. Diu la vd con, ngudi than 
cho den nhiing viec nghia nen iam, 
ngudi xUa cung phan nhieu khdng chfl y 
ddn. Hud'ng hd la ban be"(7). 

Chung ta tha'y, xua't phat tfl quan 
nidm ve tinh tfl nhidn cua con ngudi va 
quy luat dao dfle xa hdi ma Minh Mdnh 
da xac dinh rd y nghia va vi tri ciia mdi 
dfle tinh trung, hieu, trinh trong tam 
cfldng va trong ndn dao dfle xa hdi. 
Ddng thdi, Minh Menh cung ra't ro rang 
trong vide xac dinh phara vi van hanh 
va tac dpng cua eac chuan raiic dao dfle. 
Viec xac dinh ro rang pham vi flng 
dung eac chuin mfle dao dfle trong gia 
dinh, ngoai xa hdi va trong tridu dinh la 
hdt sflc quan trpng ddi vdi vide Minh 
Menh dieu hanh trieu chinh, xay dflng 
cac eiu'nh saeh tren phfldng dipn dao 
dfle, tfl dd hinh thanh nen dao dfle ciia 
ngfldi dan, cua ngfldi lam quan. 

Trong toan xa hpi, ddi vdi toan dan 

thi hieu de la nen tang, cae dfle tinh 
nhan, nghia, le, tri, tin la pho bien va 
rapi ngfldi ddu can tu tap de hoan thien 
ban than. NhUng, dd'i vdi ngfldi qudn 
tfl, ngUdi lam quan, ngfldi lam viec 
edng, ngfldi cua trieu dinh tlii nhiJng 
yeu eau dao dfle cd khae biet va cd ranh 
gidi ra't rd rang. Ngfldi lara quan vi viec 
cdng phai la'y dfle trung lam chua'n miic 
cao nha't, khi thflc liien cdng vu phai 
gae sang mot bdn tinh cam gia dinh, b^ 
ban. Theo dd, elii ed ldi ich cua vua 
(dfldc hieu ddng nha't vdi ldi ich cdng) Ih 
tdi cao va chi cd cac quy dinh phap iuSt 
la chudn mfle hanh xil, cdn nhflng gia 
tri nhfl tinh bing hiiu, tinh cha con, 
chdng vd, tham ciii ca de'n didu ngiiia 
cung phai gae sang mot bdn, khdng 
dfldc tinh den (vi cdng quen tfl). 

Nhflng Minh Menh cung ndi, ngudi 
quan tii khdng c6 gi khae ngfldi cd dfle 
trung liieu, dfle trung la do dfle hidu ma 
ra: "Ddi viec hidu lam thanh vide trung, 
dd la ban lanh ngUdi si quSn tii cln lap 
than. Ndu quen tang cha me, vdi vang 
tien budc tren eon dudng vinh liien, 
khdng phai la hidu. 6i! Cau ngfldi tdi 
trung han tim d trong cila ngudi con 
hidu. Vi du khdng phai la hieu sao c6 
the la trung"(8). NhU vay, nha vua xac 

(6) Nguyen C6ng "nnh nhan danh d^o higu xin 
chju toi thay cha, nS'u y cho se khi^n thknh If, tha 
ke c6 t6i, phat ke vo t6i. Nha vua khong cho vk chi 
ro, ne'u co hieu thi di theo cha d^n ndi chju toi d̂  
da ddn, hau ha cha, khfing c ln tau xin. Minh Minh 
chinh yiu, t'.2. Sdd., tr.213. 
(7) Trung tam Khoa hoc xa h6i vk nhan vftn qufic 
gia. Vifin Nghien cflu Hfin N6m. Minh Menh ngU 
che vdn. Ha N5i, 2000, tr . l07. 
(8) Minh M^nh, HuSii dieu. Theo Tr in Vin Gi&u. 
Suphdt triin cUa tU tudng Vi4t Nam tU thiky XIX 
din Cdch mgng thdng Tdm, t.l. Sdd., tr.244. 
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dinh ra't rd rang mdi lien he gin bd, 
mang tinh nhan qua gifla cac dfle tinh 
trung - hidu va khing dinh, chi ngfldi cd 
hieu mdi cd thd cd trung. Bdi vi, theo 
tinh tfl nhien, con ngfldi ta cd radi quan 
he gan bd mau thit vdi cha me la ngfldi 
cd cong sinh thanh, nudi dfldng nen 
ngfldi. Dao liieu la dao gd'e de phan biet 
con ngfldi vdi eac ioai khae, bdi y thflc 
ciia con cai ve sfl ddn dap cdng dfldng 
due, sinh thanh cua cha me. Neu ngay 
ca vdi ngfldi sinh thanh ra minh ma 
khdng cd hieu, khdng ddi xii td't thi lara 
sao cd the ddi td't vdi ngfldi Idiae, lam 
sao cd long trung quan. 

Minh Menh cung nhU Gia Ijong nhan 
thflc ro long trung thanh eua quan lai 
la eho dfla viing chic cho trieu ^ n h de 
dn dinh xa hpi va ciing ed' vfldng tridu; 
vi vay, dng sit dung mpi bien phap tfl 
giao due, khuyen khich (nghi ra ie dm 
gdi vua de bay td tinh cam vua tdi nhfl 
cha con) ddn hinh iuat khic nghiet 
(xieng raa Le Van Duyet) nhim de cao 
dfle trung va eung cd' long trung quan. 
Ldi du neu trdn cho thliy muc dich can 
ban, chinh ydu eua tfl tfldng dao dfle 
Minh Menh la dat tdi long trung thanh 
vd dieu kien eua quan than vdi nha vua 
va trieu dinh. Vi muc dich ay, nha vua 
da khong ngan ngai giai thieh nghia iy 
dao dfle Nho giao theo quan diem rieng 
eua minh, ring trung vdi viee cdng (viee 
cua nha nfldc, cua he thd'ng cai tri, cua 
nha vua) la tren hdt, khi iam viee edng 
thi phai gat het tinh cam (gd'e cua liieu, 
de) va i i ngiiia (sfl dung din, le phai 
phd bidn nen iam). 

Viec Minh Menh dd cao tuyet ddi dfle 
trung tren hdt thay mpi dfle khac la cd 

nguydn nhan sau xa ve ciiinh tri va xa 
hpi. Du da hdn 20 nam sau kill vua Gia 
Long lap nen tridu dai nha Nguyin tren 
toan ianh thd Viet Nam, song vin cdn 
ra't nhieu iflc Ifldng ehd'ng ddi lai nen 
cai tri cua nha Nguyen. Nhflng Ifle 
Ifldng nhan danh sfl trung thanh vdi 
nha Le, nhflng Ifle ifldng d cae vung 
bien ai, xa trung tam quyen Iflc eiia 
trieu dinh, nhiing iflc ifldng radi quy 
phue trieu dinh d nhiing vflng da't mdi... 
van tira mpi thdi ed ndi day chdng lai 
ach cai tri eua trieu Nguyin va thidt 
lap lai quyen iflc eua hp, khidn trieu 
Nguyin ludn phai ddi. phd de ciing cd' 
quydn ba chu cua minh. Noi bat va 
nghiem trpng nha't dfldi trieu Minh 
Menh la cudc noi day cua Le Van Khoi 
khien nha vua hao ton nliieu tam sflc, 
binh linh va tien bae trong ba nam mdi 
dep yen. Cliinh thflc tiln dd Idiien nha 
vua y thflc viee xay dflng dfle trung 
thanh cua quan than vdi trieu Nguyen 
radt each he thd'ng va bai ban. Khdng 
chi dflng ly luan Nho giao de giao hua'n 
than dan vd cac chuan rafle dao dfle, d$ 
cao long trung thanh rapt each thuydt 
phuc tren cd sd dd cao dfle hidu, trinh, 
Minh Mdnh edn xay dflng ca mdt hd 
thd'ng cac quy dinh phap Iuat va quan 
ehe nhlra td chflc mpi hoat dpng cua bd 
may trilu dinh theo dinh hfldng cung cd' 
eae quy ehuIn dao dfle Nho giao, dae 
biet la ddi vdi ting ldp quan lai. Viee 
khoa cii, td chfle bd may quan lai, ban 
cap bdng lpc, thfldng phat... deu dfldc 
thflc hien nhim muc dich xay dflng, 
cung cd' idng trung thanh tuyet doi cua 
quan lai va sfl le thupc hoan toan eiia 
ho vao trieu dinh. 
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Ngoai nhiing tfl tfldng vd cac chuan 
mfle dao dfle chung, can ban nha't trong 
dao iam ngfldi da neu tren, Minh Menh 
cdn cd niiidu tfl tfldng vd mdi quan hd 
gifla dao dfle va giao hda (day dd de cai 
bien phong tuc), dao dfle va phap iuat 
nhlra hd trd, eiing ed cho ndn dao dfle 
chinh thdng trong dan chflng. Theo dng, 
"nen lam viec giao hda nhan dan, sfla 
sang phong tue trong luc thdi binh. Neu 
khdng dung giao hda de de phdng, sao 
ed the khien dan gian gin didu thien 
ma xa tdi ac"(9). Coi trpng giao hda la 
dae trflng ciia dfldng ldi nhan tri, dfle 
tri cua Nho giao nhim dieu chinh hanh 
vi eua con ngfldi tfl vd thflc sang cd y 
thflc va tfl giac hanh ddng. Minh Menh 
da tuan thu nguyen tic nay, phdng theo 
dai y bai 'Thanh du quang hua'n" eua 
nha Thanh de dat ra mUdi didu giao 
hda phong tuc cho nhan dan va coi dd la 
cae phUdng cham Uu dai cho edng cudc 
giao hda cua trieu dinh. Mudi didu dd 
la: Ddn nhan luan (ddn dd'c, coi trpng 
tam cUdng ngu thfldng), ehinh tam 
thuat (iam gi ciing phai gifl tam trung 
ehinh), vu ban nghiep (cham Io nghe 
ngiiiep gd'e, nghe ndng), thUdng tiet 
kiera (de cao tiet kidm), hau phong tuc 
(gifl phong tue td't dep, thuin hau), 
hua'n tii dd (day bao con em, hpc trd), 
sung chinh hpc (tdn sflng, hpe theo dao 
Nho), gidi dam thic (ran gifl, tranh 
nhflng dieu ta dam), than phap thu 
(cln trpng tuan thu phap iuat), quang 
tiiien hanh (rdng lara didu thien). 

Cflng vdi viee coi giao hda ia phfldng 
phap cliinh, lau dai, can ban de xay 
dflng idi sdng dao dfle, thuan phong my 

tuc eho dan chiing, Minh Menh cung 
ra't coi trpng phUdng phap xay dflng d̂ o 
dfle bang phap luat. Theo dng, phap 
luat la phUdng phap hflu hieu de ngfin 
ngfla didu xa'u, khuyen khich dieu 
thien: "Ll tiet dinh doat ciii hfldng cua 
dan, phap chd ngan ngfla sfl gian ta cua 
dan. Nhflng viec a'y iam yeu trflde dl 
ddi ddi phong hda"(10). Nhfl vay, ca giao 
hda va luat phap deu la hai phfldng tien 
quan trpng ngang nhau trong tfl tfldng 
Minh Menh ve xay dflng dao dfle. 6 
day, ta tha'y tfl tfldng dao dfle cua Minh 
Mdnh la sfl trien khai nha't quan tU 
tudng chinh tri va dudng idi "ngoai Nho 
ndi Phap" cua dng. 

Minh Menh cung dUa ra nhidu quan 
nidra cu the vi luan ly, nhU tiiidn, ac, 
td't, xa'u... Cac gia tri dao dfle ma nhfi 
vua dfla ra ddu tuan thu cae ehuan mUc 
dao dfle truydn thd'ng Nho giao, thien kc 
phan bidt, td't xa'u ro rang. Ong ndu ro, 
thien la thien tinh cua trdi bara phii cho 
ngfldi, la mpi didu ianh, khdng gay hai 
eho ngfldi khac, cdn didu ac la ngfldc lai 
vdi thidn, la ba't tiiien; vi vay, "lam dilu 
thien thi ra't vui, iam dieu ac la tfl gidt 
minh"(ll). Tuy nhidn, vdi Minh Menli, 
Iam dieu Ianh, dieu thien d day cdn c6 
ngliia la khdng lam ba't cfl didu gi trai 
iuan thfldng, trai phep tie, phap iu^t 
eua tridu dinh. Quan nidm phan biSt ro 
rang thien ae, tdt xa'u tren lap trfldng 
Nho giao cua Minh Mdnh chinh lfi bfing 
rfio tfl tfldng viing chic Idiien dng khdng 
cha'p nhan quan niem dao dfle cua c4c 

(9) Minh Menh chinh yiu, t.2. Sdd., tr.228. 
(10) Minh Minh chinh yiu, t.2. Sdd., tr.258. 
(11) Minh Menh ngUchivdn. Sdd., tr.353. 
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tdn giao, he tfl tfldng khae, tham chi 
eon eoi mpi quan niem khac vdi dao dfle 
Nho giao la sai trai, cln loai bd, nhfl 
trfldng hdp eua dao dfle Cdng giao. 

Mae du dfla ra nhflng tfl tfldng dao 
dfle mang tinh nguyen tie nhfl vay 
nhflng trong khudn idid cac chuan mfle 
Nho giao, Minh Menh ididng phai la 
hoan toan cflng nhic trong flng xii. Ong 
ciing cd nhiing linh hoat nha't dinh tuy 
tflng trfldng hdp. Ching han, trong 
quan he gifla l l va nghia thi dng thfldng 
dat nghia len tren le, theo didu phai 
hdn la theo nhflng rang bupc tiet ll 
ciing nhac. Ong ndi: "Le bit ngudn tfl 
ngiiia. Tha khdng day dii vdi thanh 
nhan, nhflng sao nfldc ta cdn dfldc raay 
ttueng cua trdi da't tdng xa ehe chd ddi 
ddi ndi tie'p nhau. Chin gian The mieu 
da het ehd thd tiu nen chpn dat xay 
dling mieu radi phdng theo ma khdng 
thay the thi cdn gi dep hdn, edn gi td't 
hdn. Neu nghe hii nho ne ed ban nham 
tin dd khdng phai la than tii eua ban 
trieu"(12). Hay trong viee coi Nho giao 
la dao chinh, dao gdc eua qud'c gia 
nhUng Minh Menh cung Ididng phu 
nhan vai trd cua Phat giao, tham chi 
cdn tim dfldc diem chung cua hai dao 
Nho Phat: "Hp Thich dung than dao de 
dat ra tdn giao, cdn giao ly cua Khong 
Tii la md'i iuan thudng dung den hang 
ngay. Song dieu cd't ydu la deu day 
ngfldi lam tiiien"(13). 

Nhfl vay, he thd'ng tfl tfldng dao dfle 
cua Minh Menh bao gdm nhflng iy luan 
nen tang ve tinh phd bien, chinh dang, 
hdp ly va trfldng tdn eua dao dfle Nho 
giao, nhiing tfl tfldng xac lap eae chuan 
mfle dao dfle quan trpng, can ban nha't 

cua ddi sd'ng dao dfle xa hdi, trong dd cd 
phan biet dao dfle cua tang idp ianh dao 
va cua dan ehung, va hai phfldng tien 
xay dflng he chuan mfle dao dfle can 
ddng thdi thflc tiii la giao hda va phap 
luat. Ba bd phan nay iam thanh chinh 
the tfl tfldng dao dfle cua Minh Menh, 
trd thanh mpt npi dimg chu dao trong 
dfldng ldi ciiinh tri dao dfle cua ong, gdp 
phan quan trpng vao sfl thanh cong 
trong xay dflng va cung ed' tridu dai nha 
Nguyin the ky XIX. 

Tdm lai, tfl tfldng dao dfle cua Minh 
Menh la mdt he thd'ng ly iuan flng dung 
dao dfle Nho giao trong bdi canh tridu 
Nguyen dang eung ed' va phat trien 
manh me uy quydn eua tridu dai trong 
niia dau the ky XIX. Muc dich cliinh tri 
the hien rd rang trong tfl tfldng dao dfle 
eua Minh Menh cho tha'y dng la vi vua 
cd y thflc xay dflng rapt ndn dao dfle 
mang tinh he thd'ng, la ngfldi ed day du 
uy quydn de thflc thi cae tfl tfldng dao 
dfle cua minh trong thflc tien tri nfldc. 
Tinh giai cap, tinh gia trfldng trong tfl 
tfldng dao dfle ciia Minh Menh the hien 
ro hdn ba't efl tfl tfldng dao dfle cua vi 
vua nao khac, nhflng ciing la diem danh 
da'u sfl hoan chinh cua he thdiig dao 
dfle phong kien Viet Nam dfldi thdi 
Minh Menh. Trong thdi tri vi ciia minh, 
Minh Menh da xay dflng dflde mot nen 
dao dfle Nho giao vflng chic, gdp phin 
Cling ed' sflc manh van hda tinh than 
cua dan tpc, tao nen giai doan phat 
trien binh on va viing chic cua ddi sd'ng 
van hda dao dfle trong the ky XIX. Q 

(12) Minh Menh ngU chi vdn. Sdd., tr.257. 
(13) Minh Minh chinh yiu, t.2. Sdd., tr.250. 
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