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FACTORS AFFECTING THE READING COMPREHENSION
OF THE FIRST YEAR STUDENTS AT LUONG NGOC QUYEN

HIGH SCHOOL, THAI NGUYEN CITY
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Reading 15 constdered one of the most important skills for the fearer (Dublin gnd Sveina, 1991)
Reading comprehension is also the most challenging and difficult task for the learner m studying
Englsh Reading comprehension is a complex process for many students, 1t 1s even more
complicated to read n a foreign language This correlational desersptive study focused on Factors
affecting the Reading Comprehension of high sehoal students at Luong Ngoe Quyen High School,

Thar Nguyen City, academic year 2014-2015
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INTRODUCTION
There 15 no doubt that English as a means of

communication  has  became ncreasingly
mportant i ever-changing world  of
communication.  English 15 used as the
effective medium of international

communmcation [t 1s the language of trade,
seience technology. tourism, spotts, music.
and many other fields in life Teaching and
learning  English in Vietnam has receved
special  attention  since  the country
implemented the “open-door™ policy That is
the reason why learning English 1s not only
nteresting but 1s aiso a great and practical
demand for many people. especially for those
who want to advance in therr careers and 1o
achieve their long-term siudy goals.

The increasing importance of English 1s also
acknowledged in high school level education
i Vietnam English is now compulsory 1n
high school. To be proficient learner af
English. students need to have access to a
wide range of materials and 1o be good at
nfegeating the four language sklls speaking,
hstening, reading, and wniing.  This seems to
be a reasonable long-term goal It is difficult to
reach this goal as high schoal students recemve
virtually almost no traming in such skills

-
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Among the four skills i learning English as a
Foreign Language(EFL). reading is
considered one of the most important skills
for the leamer (Publin and Syeina, 1991)
Reading comprehension 15 also the most
challenging and difficull task for the learner
n studying English Reading comprehension
is a complex process for many students, it 1s
even more complicated to read in a foreign
language Many studies indicate that EFL
students find 1 difficult to comprehend the
texts and achiese their goals i reading
comprehension (Baker and Brown, 1984;
Gritaw, 1985: Clark, 1978, Ellis, Deshler,
Lenz. Clark. 1993)

In this fast changing world, reading 1s one of
the means by which one gets wformation to
be n wine with the rapd  changes in
education. hfe styles, economy. and science
and technelogy, among others  And it 1s the
reading  comprehension. grammar,  and
vocabulary that are tosted on high school
exammations, not speaking. listenmng or writing
Vielnamese teachers and leamners of English
n high sehools are facing many difficulties i
teaching  and learning reading  For the
learners, 1t 15 sometimes very difficult to
undetstand a text or a passage in English
because of their limyted vocabylary, grammar,
teading skills and poor background knowledge
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This study 15 done with the aim of suggesting
same factors affecting the reading
comprehension skills of the students which
may be applied to improving teaching and

learming reading comprehension in  high
schools in Vietnam

SUBJECT AND METHODOLOGY

The descriptive correlational method of
research was used in this study. The

respondents in this study were the 400 first
year high school students from the 10 class
forms at Luong Ngoe Quyen High School,
Thai Nguyen City during the Academic Year
2014-201S  The elements of the sampie were
determined using the straiified random
sampling. The students were first stratified
according to their section and then the
individual respondents were selected from
cach section by random. Employing the
Slovin formula with 10 percent margin of
error a total of at least 100 students were

To gather data, a questionnaire on reading
camprehension was developed, it consisted of
the following parts: To gather data, a
questionnatre on reading comprehension was
develaped, it consisted of the following parts:
The first part of the reading matenal s
mtended to get the vocabulary abilities of the
students  The second part includes the
comprehension abilities with the reading
materials of the respondents.

The statistical treatment was used to mterpret
the data to be collected. They are frequency
and percentage, mean and standard deviation,
weighted mean and Pearsan’s r Correlation
FINDINGS:

Based on the results of data treatment and the
levels showed in the questionnaires, the
researcher noted the following:

The study was conducted to determine the
variables affecting reading comprehension
skills of the high school students n Luong
Ngoc Quyen High School, Thar Nguyen City

determined to be cluded in the sample for the academic year 20142015
Table I, Level Reading Comprehensian Abilities of Students
Reading Comprehension Abilities -X sp Remarks
Vocabulary Skills 33 10.58 Satisfactory
Comprehension Skills 80.3 1132 Satisfactory

The average mean of table | further indicates
of students 1s satisfactory

that the level of reading Comprehension Abilities

Table 2. Relatronship benween English 1 ‘ocabulary Skuls of the Srudents and the Students — and F ‘amily Factors

Varisbles tested for
relationship

Statistical
test

Statistieal  P.
value

Decision V1 Type of

value relationship if

positive

—_— significant
Enghsh Vocabulary ablities and T 6518 0.000 RejectHo S
i

Score in

comprehension

2 Gender

reading

0085
3 Reading mierest

4 Mother educational attainment

r

r -0.179
r 6.010
r

NS
NS
NS

403 Accept Ho
075 Accept Ho
918  Accept Ho

3 Father educanonal gmnmeny —+ o —— 2218 AcceptHe NS 0~
3 Father educational atianment D719 0028 Reject Ho S negative
6 Family income r 0.117 0746 _AcceptHo NS

The findings revealed that significant correlation exsted between English Vacabulary Skills and

score in reading comprehension;
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The study failed 10 show any significant correlation between English Vocabulan Abilits with the
gender. reading nterest. mother educational attainment. father educational anainment. and family
ncome of the respondents, which wmdacates that there 15 no significant relatuonship berween
Enghsh Vecabulary Abtlity with the gender. reading interest mother educanonal atainment
father educational artainmen. and family mncome

Table 3. Relaionsiups bens een the Englisn Vocabulan Sk
Professional Qualines or rive T

ip  Statistical i

is of the Siugent and he Perceived
crers

Vanables tested for

Decision VT Type of

test value value rebationshp
_— if significant
English Vocabulary Skills and
| Presents the subject mamer ¢ -0 013 0891 AcceprHo NS
accurately and sy stematically
2 Relates subject maner with ¢ -0 0484 AcceptHo NS

other areas of knowledge and
<ommunirs affair
5 Exhibis tharough and broad r

G021 ReeciHo § negaine
know ledge of the subject matter
4 Sets and explams  course r 0208 038 Accept Ho NS
objectres and expaciations
5 Shows avareness of current ¢ 0132 0139 AcceprHo NS

1Ssues concems in her his field

6 Orzanizes subject  mamer G138 G116  AceeptHo N5
according 1o the gnen learming

competencies  and  fallow g

Shystematic —_—
7 Adusts teaching strategres 0095 U346 AcceptHo NS

according 1o student  leset of

understanding
8 Gives comprehensive explanation 0120 8233 AcreptHo NS

and teaches 1n an mieresting way

9 Swesses 1mportant pomts or agg 03890  AcceprHo NS
aspects of the subjeer matter b

repeating or underlining  them

more than less ihportance

10 Accepts students comment for 1 0083 G412 accepiHo NS
further analysis cven when the

pomt of vikws s different

Fl Relates to studen: 1n 2 frendly 060 0112 AcceptHo NS

yet professional manner

12 Establishes psichological 0184 256t
chmate n 2 geoup which s

positive and leaming oniented

13 Eniertams questions fo the r 0.2 0989 \ccemt Ho NS

231 of his her abilin

M Treats swdems, peers or 1 0024 837 AceeptHe N3

superiers with respect

15 &5 conscrentious or carefal of ¢
detanls bun flexsble and considerare

Accept Ho  \S
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The findings revealed that significant negative correlation existed between Enghsh Vocabulary
Skills of the study and the ability of the teachers to exhibit thorough and broad knowledge of the
subject matter
Table 4. kelanionship beiveen English Pocabulary Skils of the students
and the Fercenved Persanal Qrialities of Teacher

Variables tested for relationship Statistical ~ Statistical P- Decision Vi
test value value

English Voeabulary Skills and

I Sumulates students through interestng ¢ 6326 0515 AcceptHo NS

and ongmal materials and

2 Classroom procedures are flexible within 1 -0.095 0346 AcceptHo NS

the overall plan

3 Anucipates individual needs T 6.:00 0321 Accept Ho NS

4 Foresees and attempts to resolve potentials 1 008% 0334 AcceptHo N§_

5 Swumulates students’ interests n the ¢ 0018 0862 AcccptHo o NS

lessons by using tcaching aids and devices
appropriate for the class discussions:actvity

6 _Alert and enthusrastic r 0063 0535 AcceptHo NS
7 Recognize and admiis own mistzhes v 0197 6050 AcceptHo NS
8§ Like fun, has sewse of humor T 0081 0422 AcceptHo NS
9 Cheerlul and optmustic 5 0034 0747 AcceprHo NS
10 Agpears Interested in students and  © 136 0122 AcceptHo NS
classroorn acuvites

11 Possess kindress and patience r 0038 G710 AcceptHo NS
12 Helps students with personal as well as 1 0023 08i% AcceptHo  N§

educational problems
13 Shows understanding and sympathy in ¢ 0137 0175 Accept Ho NS
working with students

14 Is fnendly and courtecus m relation with 0052 0.606 AcceptHo NS
students
18 Sociable and cooperauve r 9061 0549 AcceptHo NS

It can be discerncd 1n the table that no sigmificant refationship existed betwesn the English
Vocabulary Shills and the percenved Personal Qualities of Teacher, This means ihat there is no
significant berw cen English Vocabulary Skills and Personal Qualities

Table 5. Relating between Enghish Comprehiension Skilfs and the Students and Fuamidy Facrors

Variables tested for Stanstical Statistical P~ Decision VI Type of
relationship test value value relationship
. if significant_
Englssh Cotprehension
ablies and 0518 0000 Reject Ho N positive
| Score 10 Enghsh socabulary
skills and
2 _Gender r 0167 ¢ 098 AcceptHo NS
i Reading interest r -0 169 0094 Accept Ho NS
4 Mother echcabional aftunment ¢ 0033 0094 Accept Ho NS
S Father cducational atamment ¢

-0.305 G002 Reject Ha S nepalive )
6 Farmily icome 3 -0.076 0455 AcceptHo NS

The study fatked 10 show any sigrificant correlation between English Comprehension Ability
wilh respect 1o gender, readng interest. mather educational attainment, father educational

ataiment. and famihy income. the obtamed P-yalye of 0 098, 0 094. 0 094, ¢ 455 betng higher
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than the threshold P- value of 0.05 which mdicates that there s mo significant relationship
berween English Comprehension Abilin with respecis 1o gender. reading interest. mother
educational attainment. father educational anament. and famils income.
Table 6. Relationshup bepws z2r: the English Comprehension Skills of the Studenrs ond the Percen ed
Prafessional Qualities of the Taachers

Variables tested far relationship Statistical  Statisneal P- Decision V]
test vaiue value

English Comprehension Skills
1. Presents the subject matter aceurately and 1 [C i 0447 ActeptHo NS
Systematically
2 Relates subject matier with other areas af 1 012 0.269  AcceptHo \§
knowledoe and communin affair
3 Exhubuts thorough and broad knowledge of 0116 0099 AcceptHo NS
the subject matter
4 Sets and explams course objectives and r 0139 G140  AcceptHo NS
expectations
5 Shows awareness of curent 1ssues concerns  r 0116 0250  AcceptHo A\S

in her his field.
6 Orgamzes subyect marer accordng to the 0042 067  AcceptHo NS

given learning competencies and follow n

“Astemasic

7 Adjusts teaching strareges according e r 0014 892 AcceptHo NS
student” Jevel of understanding

8. Gites comprehensive cplanauon and -0 099 032%  AcceptHe NS

teaches in an mteresting way
9 Stresses imponant poinis or aspects of the r [TH 03520 AcceptHo NS
subject marter by repeating or underhining them

more than {255 imponant

10 Accepts students comment for further analsis 1 ETIH 08%1  AcceptHo NS
even when the powt of views 1s different

11 Relates 10 studest mn a friendls et 1 -4 081 G422 AcceptHo NS

rofessional manner
12 Establishes psychological chimate 1n 2 Zoup r G088 4586  AcceptHo NS

which 15 posin ¢ and learning oriented
13 Enrriains questions to the best of fus her abim, r ; v

Is conscrentious or careiul of detalls but 1 0 0d6
flevible and considerare

0648 AcceptHo NS

The findings revealed that no significant relationships betw een the English Comprehension Skills
of the students with the Prafessional Qualities of the Teachers

The study as can be scen in the table reveal that similarls no significant differences existed in
Personal Qualities This means that there 15 ne sigmificant berween English Comprehension Skitls
and Personal Qualines

CONCLLSIONS

Based on the foregoing findings. the alternatn e hypethesis which indizated that mest of the 1dantsfied
factors have no significant relauonship to the readmg comprehension shalls of the studems

and broad know ledge of the subject matter. the other vanables identified in this study were nat
vonnected with Vacabulary Skills of the students

Astde from the father educational anainment and the abilin of the teachers 1o Exlubit thorcugh
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Table 7. Relanonsiups bemeen the kaghsh c‘nmpralj;v»nwm Shalls of the Studenis
and the Personal Qualities of the Teachers

Variables tested for relationship Stanstical  Statistical P- Decisian \7]
test value value

Erghish Comprehension Skills and
1 S:nmulalei students through inferesting 1 -0084 0.408 AcceptHo NS
and ongimal materials and techmques _
2 (fassrcom pracedures are flexible witkin ¢ 0062 0.539 AccepfHe  N§
the overatt plan _
3 Anucipates individual needs v 0064 0530 AcceptHo NS
1 Foresees and atiempts to resole potentials 1 0081 021 AcceptHo NS
3 Sumulates students’ 1nierests 10 tae lessons ¥ 0091 0268 Accept Ho NS
by usmg teaching aids and devices
appropriate for the class discussions aciiv iy
| Alert and enthusiastic r 014 0260 AcceptHo NS
2 Recognize and admits own mistakes r ool 0916 Accept o NS
3 Anucipates nd:vidual needs 0027 0793 AcceptHo NS
4 Foresees and allempts Lo resclve potentials -0.79 0433 AcceptHo NS
3 Appears mrerested n sudents and v -0 039 6.699 AcceptHo NS
classroom acuvities
| _Passess kindness and patience r -0 032 0751 Accept Ha NS
2 Helps siudenis with personal as well as ¢ 0937 0714 AceeptHo NS
educational problems
3 Shows understanding sad sympathy n ¢ 0143 0151 AcceptHo NS
worhing with students
4 ls fnendly and cooreaus = relation with -0 041 0685 AcceptHo NS
students
3 Sociable und cooperamn e t G180 0073 AcceptHo NS

On the ather hand. only the father educationa!
attamment s sigmficantly  related to the
reading vomprehersion sitlle of the siudents
Reading Comprehension Skills

significanthy retated to Vocabulary Skills
RECOMMENDA 1TON

1o the light of the foregoing conclusions. i 13
recommended that the school administraters
sheuld organize a fusctional reading program
1o enhanct reading ahilities of the students
The prog

15

am should consider communicative
activities that would  enhance vocabutar
shills of the students as it was revealed n this
study that Reading Comprehension Skilis are
sigiificantly related 1o Vecabulary Skills

It 13 also recommendsd that improvement be
dane on the areas of the 1eachers’ Know ledge
of the Subjeet Matter. Teaching Methods and
Fechnigues,  Student Relavon,
Readimess, Dangnusm and Warmih 1o make

Faculty

teaching Faghsh more cffecty e

4

Teachers. who have no traiming in teaching
reading. should attend seminars and other
m-service fraining for the development of
more skills

Ttis farther recommended that parallel studies
be undertaken to gain maore and deeper
nsights about Reading Comprehension Skills
as well as to negatc or affirm the findings of
this study
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