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S U M M A R Y 

Rrading IS considered one of the most imponant sicills for the learner (Dublin and Svcina 19911 

Enghh Reading comprehension is a complex process for manv smdents it is even more 
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INTRODUCTION 

There is no doubt that English as a means of 
communication has become increasingly 
iinporlanl in ever-changing world of 
communication. English is used as the 
effective medium of international 

communication It is the language of trade, 
science technology, tourism, sports, music, 
and many other fields in life Teaching and 
learning English in Vietnam has received 
special attention since the country 
implemented the "open-door" policy That is 
the reason ivhy learning English is' not only 
interesting bul is also a great and practical 
demand for many people, especially for those 
who want to advance in their careers and to 
achieve their long-term study goals. 
The increasing importance of English is also 
acknowledged in high school level education 
in Vietnam English is now compuisorv- in 
high school. To be proHcient learner of 
English, students need to have access to a 
" ide range of materials and to be good at 
integrating the four language skills speaking. 
Iislemng. reading, and writing This seems lo 
be a reasonable long-term goal It is difficult to 
reach Ihis goal as high school students receive 
\ irtuall\ almost no training in such skills 

„„,„l,e„giorgll„,al cd„ • 

Among the four skills m learning English as a 
Foreign Language(EFL). reading is 
considered one of the most important skills 
for the learner (Dublin and Sycina, 1991) 
Reading comprehension is also the most 
challenging and difficult task for the learner 
in studMng English Reading comprehension 
is a complex process for many students, it is 
even more complicated to read in a foreign 
language Many studies indicate that EFL 
students find it difficult to comprehend the 
texts and achieve their goals in reading 
comprehension (Baker and Brown, 1984; 
Gritow, 1985: Clark, 1978, Ellis, Deshler^ 
Lenz, Clark, 1993) 

In this fast changing world, reading is one of 
the means by which one gets information to 
he m tune with the rapid changes in 
education, life styles, economy, and science 
and technology, among others And it IS the 
reading comprehension, grammar, and 
vocabulaiy that are tested on high school 
examinations, not speaking, listening or writing 
Vietnamese teachers and learners of English 
in high schools are facing many difficulties in 
teaching and learning reading For the 
learners, it is sometimes very difficult to 
understand a text or a passage in English 
because of their limited vocabulaiy, grammar, 
reading skills and poor background knowledge 
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This 5iud> IS done with the aim of suggesting 

some factors affecting the reading 

comprehension skills of the students which 

may be applied to improving teaching and 

learning reading comprehension in high 

schools in Vietnam 

SUBJECT AND METHODOLOGY 

The descriptive correlational method of 

research was used in this study. The 

respondents in this study were the 400 first 

year high school students from the !0 class 

forms at Luong Ngoc Quyen High School, 

Thai Nguyen City during the Academic Year 

2014-2015 The elements of the sample were 

determined using the stratified random 

sampling. The students were first stratified 

according to their section and then the 

individual respondents were selected from 

each section by random. Emploving the 

Slovm formula with 10 percent margin of 

error a tola! of at least 100 students were 

determined to be included in the sample 

To gather data, a questionnaire on reading 
comprehension was developed, it consisted of 
the following parts: To gather data, a 
questionnaire on reading comprehension was 
developed, it consisted of the following parts: 
The first part of the reading material is 
intended to get the vocabulary abilities of the 
students The second pan includes the 
comprehension abilities with the reading 
materials of the respondents. 
The statistical treatment was used to interpret 
the data to be collected. They are frequencv 
and percentage, mean and standard deviation, 
weighted mean and Pearson's r Correlation 
PrNDfNGS: 

Based on the results of data treatment and the 
levels showed in the questionnaires, the 
researcher noted the following: 
The study was conducted to determine the 
variables affecting reading comprehension 
skills of the high school students in Luong 
Ngoc Quyen High School, Thai Nguyen Cit>' 
for Ihe academic year 2014-2015 

Table I. Lei 

Reading Comprehension Abilities 
Vocabulan' Skills 
Comprehension Skills 

-'/ Reading Comprehension Abilities of Students 

I0.5S Satisfactory 
Satisfactory 

The average mean of tabie 1 further indicates that the level of reading Comprehension Abilities 
of sludents is satisfaclorj' 

Table 2, Reldl,d„.,h,p hcveen Enghch Voeabulory Shlls of,he Sludenl, dnd ,he Sludenls ~ and Fdmily Faeldrs 

::"z::z::::s:''°''"""" -'-' ̂ ='"-" ̂ '̂̂̂  ̂ °-̂ "'- ̂ ^'^- --
!t:aim„™'rhfp'al„c'of 'o^„°;r T"': '" ^ '^"^^""^ '''"-' '" '^"" = ^ — " 
calu- n 710 r 1, '^ " ""•" *= " ' ' " '" ' I ' ' P-^ l̂"= °f 005, The statistical :;"L.::::e:r::ri::a^:f ̂  '̂  "'̂"™ "̂ °- ̂ -̂-̂  -̂= -^^^— 
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lend r I d ° " '"^ " " ° " ' ' " ' " ' ""''""'"' l ^ " " " English \-ocabulan .Abilitv with the 

E n T h X b " P " " ' ^ ™ " ' "*'=>• • " " ' " • « *>• there is no significant relationship betv^een 

Table 3, llela„o„sh,ps ben,een ,he Engl.sn I b „ 4 „ / „ SUls of ihe Siudeni .and ,he Percen-eJ 
Profession J! Qualities or the Tea. 

Statistical 

English Vocabular. Ski 
Presents the 5iibjeci maner 

accurateK and s\steniariralK 
Relaies subject 

OEher areas of knowledge and 
communis affai 

Exhibits thorough and broad 
know ledge of the subieci man^r 

Sets and explains course 
ofajecii\es and expeciations 

Sho«s awareness of current 
issues concerns m her his Held 

Organizes subjeci matter 
according to the guen leamms 
competencies and follow 
systematic 

Adjusis teaching strale; 
according lo student Lnef of 
understanding 
8 Cues comprehensi\e explanation 
and leaches man interesting wa\ 
9 Stresses imponani poi 
aspects of ihe subject matter b' 
repeating or underlining 
more than less importance 
10 Accepts Sludents comment fr 
funher anal>iis even when th 
Pint of Mews IS diffe 

I Relates to studeni in a friendl 
rofe' 

Establishes ps>choios! 

group which 

i''^ dnd leam 
^nIer!alns q 

_ ^esiofhis herab 
Treats students, peers 

ipenors 
Is conscieniious or careful of 

. details but flexible and considerate 

or 

Reject Ho 

-Accept Ho XS 

Accept Ho \ S ~ 

" Accept Ho 

^cept Ho 

Accep; Ho " 

"Accept Ho \ s " 

:cspi Ho \ S 

S4 

JU2 

J : ! 

66 

' • ' - ' ^ " ^ 

U 989 

C'S:-

•J IOO 

^Accept Ho" 

Xccetrt Ho 

Accepi Ho 

Accep: Ho 

NS 

NS 

NS 

NS 
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The findings re\ealed that significant negative correlation existed betw'een English Vocabulary' 

Skills of the 3tud\ and the ability of the teachers to exhibit thorough and broad knowledge of the 

subject matter 

Table 4. Relationship benveen English Vocabulary Skills of the sludents 
and the Perceived Personal Qualities ofTeacher 

Variables tested for relationship Statistical Statistical 
test value 

P-
value 

Decision VI 

English Vocabulan, Skills and 
1 Stimulates sludents through interesting r 
and original materials and techniques 
2 Classroom procedures are flexible within r 
ihe overall plan 
3 Anticipates individual needs r 
4 Foresees and attempts to resolve potennals r 
5 Stimulates students' interests in the r 
lessons by usmg teaching aids and devices 
appropriate for the class discussions'activity 
6 Alert and enthusiastic r 
7 Recognize and admits own mistakes r 
8 Like fun, has sense of humor r 
9 Cheerftil and optimistic r 
10 Appears interested in students and r 
classroom activities 
i 1 Possess kindness and patience r 
12 Helps Sludenls with personal as well as r 
educalional problems 

0,346 

-0,095 

0,100 
0 089 
-0 018 

0 063 
0 197 
-0 081 
-0 034 
-0 156 

0 038 
0.023 

0.515 

0 346 

0 321 
0 334 
0 862 

0 533 
0 050 
0 422 
0 741 
0 122 

0 710 
0 819 

Accepi Ho 

Accept Ho 

Accepi Ho 
Accept Ho 
Accept Ho 

Accept Ho 
Accept Ho 
Accepi Ho 
Accepi Ho 
Accept Ho 

Accepi Ho 
Accepi Ho 

NS 

NS 

NS 
NS 
NS 

NS 
NS 
NS 
NS 
NS 

NS 
NS 

Shows underslanding and s\mpaih> 
working w ith students 

Accept Ho NS 

14 Is fi-iendly and courteous in r 
sludenls 

0.606 Accepi Ho NS 

15 Sociable and cooperative 0 549 Accepi Ho NS - ^ ^jL^i •—--I" •>•.• ^ 2 : ^ 

_-.i be discerned in the table that no significant relationship existed between the English 
Vocabuldr> Skills and the perceived Personal Qualities ofTeacher, This means ihal there is no 
signiilcant between English Vocdbularj' Skills and Personal Qualities 

Tables. Relating benM-en English Comprehension .Skills and ihe Sludents and Family Factors 
\'ariab1es tested for 

relationship 
Statistical Statistic 

test value 
Decision 

English Comprehension 
abilities and 
1 Score in English \ocabular\ 
skills and 

Type of 
relationship 
if significant 

0 000 Reject Ho positive 

- Gender 
i Rejdmg interest 

Accepi Ho NS 

4 Mother educational atlainment 
0 094 Accepi Ho NS 

5 Father educational attammenl 
6 Famif 

-0-305 
0 094 Accept Ho NS 

-0,076 
0 002 Reject Ho S 
Q455 Accepi Ho NS 

negative 

The s>ud> tailed to shou a„> signiOcant correlation belween English Comprehension Abilitv 
»,th respect to gender, reading interest, mother educational attainment, father educational 
altaiiiment, and l,,mil> income, the obtained P-^al^e of 0 098, 0 094. 0 094. 0 455. being higher 



JiThi KieuGiane Tap chl KHOA HOC & CONG NGHE 152(0" 1 49-

than the threshold P- ^a!l.e of 0.05 uhich indicates that diere is no significant relationship 
bemeen English Comprehension Abilitx uiih respects to gender, reading interest mother 
educational attainmenL father educational attainmenL and famiK income. 

Table 6. Relaiior<ship ben, een ihe Enghsh Comprehsrision Skills of the S:u 
Professional Oualiiies of ike Teache-s 

e Perce:\ ed 

Variables tested for relationship 

English Comprehension Skills 
I. Presents die subject matter accurateK and 
s>stematicalK 
2 Relates subjeci matter with other areas of 
knowledge and communir> affair 

Statistical 
value 

P- Decision 

0-44. -Accept Ho NS 

0-269 Accepi Ho NS 

Exhibits thorough and broad knowledge of r 
the subject matter 
4 Sets and explains course objectives and r 
expectations 

0 099 Accepi Ho NS 

Shows awareness of current issues concerns 
n her his field. 

0 140 Accept Ho NS 

0 250 A.ccept Ho N T " 

6 Organizes subjeci man 
given learning competeni 
-'vstemaiic 

Adjusts teaching strateaies 
_studenf level of undersiandina 

r accordmg to the 
es ana follow it 

Accept Ho N'S 

0 892 Accept Ho NS 

9 Sires 
subject 
more than le 

^es comprehensiv 
nanintere sting WE 

explanaiion and Accept Ho \ S 

imponani points 
bv repealing o 
important 

Dr aspects of thi 
underlining then̂  

10 Accepts smdents comment for llinher; 
even when die point of views is different Accepi Ho NS 

Relaies to studeni friendlv 
profess 
12 Establishes psxchological ciimaie in a grou 
which IS positive and leammg oriented 
'3 Entertainsquesuonstoltiebestofhisherabilitv 

-Accepi Ho NS 

14 Treats students-peers Of supenoT^ with respea 
b is conscienlious or careful of detail 
fiexibie and considerate 

but ->J 046 0 648 

Accept Ho \ S 

Accept Ho NS 

Accept Ho NS 
Accepi Ho NS 
Accepi Ho NS 

The findings regaled that no significant relationships belueen the English Comprehension Skills 
ol the students uith the Protessional Qualities of the Teachers 

The stud.^ as can be seen in the table re.eal that similarh no sigmticant difference, existed in 

i^d^p:"'rrtitif""""""'"" - -""'""''"''"-- -̂"̂ ^ ^™-=^™-" ^̂"'̂  
CONCLLSIOXS 

Based c,n the foregoing findings, the altematue hxpothesis uhich indicated that me.T of the id-„tifi -d 
facton, have no significant relationship to the reading comprehension skills of the'tuden, 

Aside trom the lather educational anainmera and the abilm of the teachers ,o Exhibit thorou-f 
and hroa knowledge of the subject matter, the other variables identified in this tu e r ? 
connected uith \ ocabularx Skills of the students 
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Table 7. Relationships bem een the English Comprehension Skills of the Sludenls 
and ihe Peisonal Qualities of the Teachers 

\'ariables tested for relationship Statistical 
test 

Statistical 
value 

P-
value 

Decision VI 

English Comprehension Skills and 
1 Stimulates students ihrough interesting 
and original materials and techniques 
2 Classroom procedures are flexible within 
the overall plan 
3 Anticipates individual needs 
4 Foresees and attempts to resolve potenlials 
5 Stimulates students" interests in the lessons 
by using teaching aids and devices 
appropriate for ihe class discussions activ itv 
1 Alert and enthusiastic 
2 Recoenize and admils own mistakes 
3 Anticipates individual needs 
4 Foresees and attempts to resolve polenlials 
5 Appears interested in students and 
classroom activities 
1 Possess kindness and patience 
2 Helps Sludenls with personal as well as 
educational problems 
3 Shows understanding and svmpathy in 
working vMih sludenls 

r 

' 
r 
r 

'' 
r 
r 

r 

' 
r 

' 
' 

-0 084 

0 062 

0 064 
0 081 
0 091 

-0 114 
0011 
-0 027 
-0,79 
-0 039 

-0 032 
0 037 

0 145 

0-408 

0.539 

0 530 
0 421 
0 368 

0 260 
0916 
0 793 
0 433 
0.699 

0 751 
0714 

0 151 

Accepi Ho 

Accept Ho 

Accepi Ho 
Accept Ho 
Accepi Ho 

Accept Ho 
Accepi Ho 
Accepi Ho 
Accepi Ho 
Accepi Ho 

Accepi Ho 
Accept Ho 

Accepi Ho 

NS 

NS 

NS 
NS 
NS 

NS 
NS 
NS 
NS 
NS 

NS 
NS 

NS 

0 685 Accepi Ho 

Sociable and cooperaine 
On Ihc olbcr hand, onlv the father educational 
alljinment is significaniK relaled to ihc 
re.uling comprehension skills of the sludenls 
Reading Comprehension Skills is 

significanlh relaled to Vocabulan. Skills 

RI.COMMLNDAFION 

In ihc light of" Ihe foregoing conclusions, il is 
recommended ihal ihe school adminislralors 
should organize a functional reading program 
lo enhancfc reading abilities of the sludents 
Fhe program should consider commumcalive 
activities ihal would enhance vocabulan 
skills of Ibc sludenls as it was revealed m this 
sludv Ihal Reading Comprehension Skills are 
sigmlJcamK related lo Vocabularv' Skills 
il IS also recommended that improvement be 
done on ibe areas of the leachers" Knowledge 
of Ihe Subjeci Mailer. Teaching Methods and 
reehniLjucs, Student Facullv Relalion. 

Readiness. Dvnamism and Warmlh lo make 
leaching English more etTeciive 

0 ISO 0 073 Accepi Ho NS 
Teachers, who have no training in teaching 
reading, should attend seminars and other 
in-scrvice training for fhe development of 
more skills 

Il is further recommended that parallel studies 
be undertaken to gain more and deeper 
insights about Reading Comprehension Skills 
as well as to negate or affirm the findings of 
this study 
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