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INTRODUCTION

Collins English for Life: Reading will help you to improve how you read by providing reading
practice in real-life situations.

You can use Reading
e as a self-study course.
e assupplementary material on a general English course.

Reading has 20 units, divided into four sections:
e Section 1: Communication
e Section 2: Around town
e Section 3: On the move
e Section 4: In your free time

Unit structure

The 20 units of Reading have a similar structure. Each unit begins with a Getting started
section with questions to arouse your interest in the subject matter of the unit. Then, each
unit is divided into two or three sections, which include

e reading texts that are typical of their type.
 detailed comprehension exercises to check that you have fully understood each text.

e practical reading activities to help you to practise reading in the best way for each
particular type of text.

* language exercises before and after the text to help you to understand any difficult
vocabulary items and get the most out of each text.

Other features
¢ Reading tip boxes include useful information to help you to improve your reading.
* Language note boxes give you extra information about the language in the texts.

At the back of the book, there are some useful sections:

* Appendix 1: How should | read? explains the different kinds of reading skills you need
to practise.

e Appendix 2: Practical reading study tips provides useful techniques to use when
reading, for example taking notes or keeping a vocabulary notebook.

 Appendix 3: Reading specific text types focuses on text types that have unique
vocabulary (for example, text messages and Twitter) and text types that
should be read in a specific way (for example, step-by-step instructions or
labels on medicine bottles).

* Appendix 4: Understanding short forms of English gives you some help with symbols
that can be used in text messages, notes, and on Twitter.

6 Reading www.nhantriviet.com



e Appendix 5: Understanding punctuation explains some forms of English punctuation
that you will see when you read.

* Appendix 6: Signposting language shows the language that helps you to find your

way around a text, for example, when an important point is being made.

e Appendix 7: Using a dictionary shows you how to understand the information
provided in the mini-dictionary entries and how to use a full dictionary.

A mini-dictionary gives definitions and examples for some of the most difficult words
and phrases in the units.

e A comprehensive answer key

Using Reading
There are two ways to use this book:
1 Work through from Unit 1 to Unit 20.
2 Choose from the contents page the units that are most useful or interesting to you.

Keep a vocabulary notebook and, after completing each unit, add any new words from the
texts to your notebook. You can use the mini-dictionary at the back to help you.

Language level
Reading has been written to help learners at A2 level (Pre-intermediate).

Other titles

Also available in the Collins English for Life series at A2 level: Speaking, Listening, and
Writing

Also available in the Collins English for Life series at B1+ level: Reading, Speaking, Listening,
and Writing
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Meeting people online

You want to meet other people who are learning English, so you go to EnglishClub.con
Read the web page below very quickly and choose the best ending for the sentence.

On this web page, people give their names and talk about

a what they like to do in their free time.
b where they come from and why they want to improve their English.
¢ the schools and colleges where they are learning English.

My English Club

Get to know other students!

o Read the web page again and answer the questions.

1 Who is going to take English exams soon? TR T
2 Who has an English girlfriend? [,

3 Who is moving to America next year? L

4 Who wants to meet other people who also love English? /"
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