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10 future generations of women in actions sports, and the women who

paved the way for them.



Endorsements

‘A highly engaging collection that covers an array of fascinating topics from roller derby to

parkour. Once started, it’s hard to put down’.
—Robyn Longhurst, University of Waikato, New Zealand.

“This volume opens the topic of ‘sport’ to postcolonial feminisms, queer theory, critical

masculinities, and a continuing regard for the social lives of women and girls’.
—Krista Comer, Institute for Women Surfers, USA

vii



Acknowledgements

We are grateful to our wonderful authors who embraced this anthology
with such enthusiasm. Also, many thanks to the editorial and production
team from Palgrave Macmillan and to our reviewers. We had the plea-
sure of working on this book while both living in Raglan and working at
the University of Waikato. We are grateful for the constant support and
encouragement from our colleagues across the University of Waikato,
and particularly those from Te Oranga, School of Human Development
and Movement Studies.



Contents

1 Introduction: Contextualizing Women in Action Sport
Cultures
Holly Thorpe and Rebecca Olive

PartI Researching Gender in Action Sport Cultures

2 Looking Back, Moving Forward? Reflections from Early
Action Sport Researchers
Holly Thorpe, Rebecca Olive, Becky Beal, Douglas Booth, Jason
Laurendeau, Catherine Palmer, Robert E. Rinehart, and Belinda
Wheaton

3 Surfing Together: Exploring the Potential of a
Collaborative Ethnographic Moment
Rebecca Olive, Holly Thorpe, Georgina Roy, Mihi Nemani,
lisahunter, Belinda Wheaton, and Barbara Humberstone

21

23

45

Xi



Xii

Contents

Part I Gender Relations and Negotiations

4

Sporting Gender Relations, Life Course Transitions
and Implications for Women Rock Climbers
Victoria Robinson

‘Don’t Be a Douche’: An Introduction to Sex-Integrated
Roller Derby
Adele Pavlidis and James Connor

Parkour, Gendered Power and the Politics of Identity
Belinda Wheaton

The ‘Girl Effect’ in Action Sports for Development: The
Case of the Female Practitioners of Skateistan
Holly Thorpe and Megan Chawansky

Part III Female Action Sport Identities and Lived

8

10

Experiences

Negotiating Moral Terrain: Snowboarding Mothers
Lucy Spowart and Lisette Burrows

‘No One Wants to Mess with an Angry Mom’: Females’
Negotiation of Power Technologies Within a Local
Skateboarding Culture

Matthew Atencio, Becky Beal, ZaNean McClain,

and Missy Wright

Coming Together and Paddling Ouz: Lesbian Identities
and British Surfing Spaces
Georgina Roy

69

71

91

111

133

153

155

175

193



