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Preface

This book tells the story of the meeting of two remarkable individuals, Maria
Montessori and Samuel Sidney (S. S.) McClure, in the second decade of the twen-
tieth century. Maria Montessori (1870-1952) is acclaimed internationaﬂy as one
of history’s great pioneering educators. Montessori schools operate worldwide in
countries as culturally diverse as the United States, the United Kingdom, India,
the Netherlands, Spain, and her native Italy, all nations in which she taught and
lectured. Montessori’s biographers agree that she was a unique individual, a re-
markable woman, a physician, and an educator who used her medical and scien-
tific training, her life experience, and her insights to construct a highly innovative
philosophy and method of education. Her method challenged the conventional
educational wisdom of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Not only
did she have to challenge the rote and routines in schools, she had to overcome
the late Victorian era’s gender-based restrictions that defined women as wives,
mothers, caregivers, and in some cases primary school teachers and nurses. Her
biographers, especially Rita Kramer and Phyllis Povell, tell the life story of a de-
termined woman who successfully surmounted the barriers that limited the free-
dom of women to chart new careers.

While the life story that Montessori’s biographers tell is true, might there be
something more to the woman whose students refered to her as La Dottoressa
(the doctor)—the physician turned educator? The five years from 1910 to 1915
when she was connected with S. S. McClure, her American publicist, reveal a
multidimensional woman who, while truly a great educator, was a complex per-
sonality, determined at all costs to control what she had created.

Montessori’s relationship with S. S. McClure (1857-1949) provides a fascinat-
ing account of an initially promising, then tortured, relationship between two
very strong but totally different personalities. While Montessori’s biographers
have stood in awe of their subject, history has not been as generous to McClure.



