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I n t r o d u c t i o n

A . Information on the TOEFL® ¡BT

1. The Format of the TOEFL® iBT

Section Number of Questions Timing Score

Reading
• 3-5 Passages

-  approximately 700 words each
-  12-14 questions per passage

60-100 min. 30 points

Listening

• 2-3 Conversations
-  12-25 exchanges each (3 min.)
-  5 questions per conversation

• 4-6 Lectures
-  500-800 words each (3-5 min.)
-  6 questions per lecture

60-90 min. 30 points

BREAK 5 min.

• 2 independent Tasks
(preparation: 15 sec. / response: 45 sec.)
#  1 personal experience
•  1 personal choice/opinion

• 2 Integrated Tasks: Read-Listen-Speak 
(preparation: 30 sec. / response: 60 sec.)

Speaking

•  1 campus situation topic
-  reading: 75-100 words (45 sec.)
-  conversation: 150-180 words (60-80 sec.)

•  1 academic course topic
-  reading: 75-100 words (45 sec.)
-  lecture: 150-220 words (60-90 sec.)

• 2 Integrated Tasks: Listen-Speak 
(preparation: 20 sec. / response: 60 sec.)
•  1 campus situation topic

-  conversation: 180-220 words (60-90 sec.)
•  1 academic course topic

-  lecture: 230-280 words (90-120 sec.)
I

20 min. 30 points

Writing

• 1 Integrated Task: Read-Listen-Write (20 min.)
-  reading: 230-300 words (3 min.)
-  lecture: 230-300 words (2 min.)
-  a summary of 150-225 words

• 1 independent Task (30 min.)
-  a minimum 300-word essay

50 min. 30 points
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2. What Is New about the TOEFL® iBT?

) T he TOEFL® iBT is delivered through the Internet in secure test centers around the w orld at the 
sam e time.

- i It tests all four language skills and is taken in the o rder o f  Reading, L isten ing , S peaking , and 
W riting, with a 5-m inute break in the middle.

{} i T he test is 4 .0 -4 .5  hours long, and all o f  the four test sections w ill be com pleted in one day.

i4 i N ote-taking is allow ed throughout the entire test, including the Reading section. A t the end o f  the 
test, all notes are collected and destroyed at the test center.

(5) C om pared  with the com puter-based test (C B T) and paper-based test (PBT), the TOEFL® iB T  has 
no S tructure section. G ram m ar is tested indirectly on questions and tasks in each section.

(6) In the L istening section, one lecture may be spoken w ith a British o r A ustralian accent.

(7) T here are  integrated tasks requiring test takers to com bine m ore than one language skill in the 
Speaking and W riting sections.

(8) In the Speaking  section, test takers w ear headphones and speak in to  a m icrophone w hen they 
respond. The responses are recorded and transm itted  to ET S’s O nline Scoring Network.

(9) In the W riting section, test takers m ust type the ir responses. H andw riting is not possible.

110)Test scores will be reported online. Test takers can  see their scores online 15 business days after 
the test and also receive a copy o f  the ir score report by mail.

B. Information on the Reading Section

The R ead ing  section  o f  the TOEFL® iB T  m easures te st tak ers ’ ab ility  to  understand university-level 
academ ic texts. This section has 3~5 passages, and the length o f  each passage is about 700 w ords. Some 
passages m ay have underlined w ords or phrases in blue. Test takers can click on them  to see a definition 
o r  explanation. Test takers have to answ er 1 2 -1 4  questions per passage. 6 0 -1 0 0  m inutes are given to 
co n p le te  this section, including the tim e spent reading the passages and answ ering the questions.

1. Types of Reading Passages

( I ) Exposition -  M aterial that provides an explanation o f  a topic

12 1 A rgum entation -  M aterial that presents a poin t o f  view about a topic and provides evidence to 
support it

(.'* H isto rical narrative -  An account o f  a past event o r o f  a pe rso n ’s life, narrated  or w ritten  by 
som eone else
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Basic Comprehension Questions

i I ) Vocabulary (3 -5  questions per set)
This type o f  question asks you to identify  the m eanings o f  w ords and phrases in  thee reading 
passage.

(2) R eference (0 -2  questions per set)
This type o f  question asks you to identify  the referential relationship  betw een the w ords in 
the passage.

(3) Factual Inform ation (3 -6  questions per set)
This type o f  question  asks you to identify  specific inform ation that is explicitly  stated in the 
passage.

(4) N egative Factual Inform ation (0 -2  questions per set)
T his type o f  question  asks you to  check  w hat inform ation is N O T m entioned in the passage.

(5 ) S entence S im plification (0 -1  question per set)
T h is type o f  question  asks you to  choose the sen tence that best paraphrases the essential 
inform ation  in the highlighted  sentence.

_ This is a new type o f  question introduced in the TOEFL® iBT.

Inference Questions

(6) Inference Q uestions (0 -2  questions per set)
_ This type o f  question  asks you to identify  an idea that is not explicitly  stated in the passage.

(7) Rhetorical P urpose Q uestions (0 -2  questions per set)
This type o f  question  asks you w hy the author uses particu lar w ords, phrases, or sentences.

(8) Insert Text Q uestions (0 -1  question per set)
_ This type o f  question  provides an exam ple sentence and asks you to decide w here die best 

p lace fo r that sentence w ould be in the passage.

Reading to Learn Questions

(9) Prose Sum m ary (1 question  per set)
_ T h is type o f  question  asks you to  com plete  a sum m ary  ch a rt w ith  m a jo r ideas f n m  the 

passage.
T his question is w orth up to 2 points, and partial cred it is given.
T his type o f  question does not occur with a Fill in a Table question  in a sam e passage.
T his is a new type o f  question introduced in the TOEFL® iBT.
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