
READING
“ RESULTS

LARAINE-FLEMMING



Reading for Resuts





Reading for Results
Thirteenth Edition

Laraine E. Flemming

Jordan Fabish, Long Beach City College 
Contributing Consultant

"It is not true that we have only one 
life to live; if we can read, we can 
live as many more lives and as many 
kinds of lives as we wish"

—  S . I .  H A Y A K A W A

W ADSW ORTH
» *  C EN G A G E Learning'

A u st r a l i a  •  Braz il  • M e x i c o  • S i n g a p o r e  • U n i t e d  K i n g d o m  • U n i t e d  S ta te s



•  ,  WADSWORTH
CENGAGE Learning-

Reading for Results, Thirteenth Edition 
Laraine E. Flemming

Product Director: Nicole Lloyd 
Product Manager: Andrew Rawson 
Senior Content Developer:

Elizabeth Neustaetter 
Freelance Development Editor:

Maggie Barbieri 
Associate Content Developer:

Jacob Schott 
Senior Marketing Manager:

Necco McKinley 
Senior Content Project Manager:

Aimee Bear 
Senior Designer: Diana Graham 
Manufacturing Planner: Betsy Donaghey 
IP Analyst: Ann Hoffman 
IP Project Manager: Kathryn Kucharek 
Production Service:

S4 Carlisle Publishing Services 
Compositor:

S4 Carlisle Publishing Services 
Text Designer: Janis Owens,

Books By Design, Inc.
Cover Designer: Wing-lp Ngan,

Ink Design, Inc.
Cover Image Credit:

Brothers Good/Shutterstock.com

© 2017,2014,2011 Laraine E. Flemming 

WCN: 01-100-101
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. No part of this work covered by the 
copyright herein may be reproduced, transmitted, stored, or used 
in any form or by any means graphic, electronic, or mechanical, 
including but not limited to photocopying, recording, scanning, 
digitizing, taping, web distribution, information networks, or 
information storage and retrieval systems, except as permitted 
under Section 107 or 108 of the 1976 United States Copyright Act, 
without the prior written permission of the publisher.

For product information and technology assistance, contact us at 
Cengage Learning Customer & Sales Support, 1-800-354-9706.

For permission to use material from this text or product, 
submit all requests online at www.cengage.com/permissions. 

Further permissions questions can be emailed to 
permissionrequest@cengage.com.

Library of Congress Control Number: 2015936369 
Student Edition:
ISBN: 978-1-305-50052-5

Cengage Learning
20 Channel Center Street 
Boston, MA 02210 
USA

Cengage Learning is a leading provider of customized learning 
solutions with employees residing in nearly 40 different countries 
and sales in more than 125 countries around the world. Find your 
local representative at www.cengage.com.
Cengage Learning products are represented in Canada by Nelson 
Education, Ltd.
To learn more about Cengage Learning Solutions, visit 
www.cengage.com.
Purchase any of our products at your local college store or at our 
preferred online store wvm.cengagebrain.com.

Printed in the United States o f  Am erica  
Print Number: 01 Print Year: 2015

http://www.cengage.com/permissions
mailto:permissionrequest@cengage.com
http://www.cengage.com
http://www.cengage.com


Contents

Preface: Reading fo r  Results 13 xiii

1 Strategies for Learning from Textbooks 1

Introducing SQ3R: Survey, Question, Read, Recall, Review 2 
5: Survey to Get a General Overview and Make Predictions 2 
Don't Skip Those Visual Aids 5 
0: Ask and Answer Questions While Reading 10 
fli: Read in Sections or Chunks 17 
R2: Recall Right After Reading 23 
R3: Review Right After Completing the Assignment 29 

Writing and Reading 32 
Putting the Spotlight on Paraphrasing 38 

Paraphrase to Check Comprehension 39 
Paraphrase to Remember 39 

Pointers on Paraphrasing for Reading 40 
Be Selective 41
Use Language That Is Equally General or Equally Specific 41 
Accept the Fact That Some Words Don't Translate 41 
Feel Free to Change the Order of Ideas 41 
Look Away from the Text When You Paraphrase 42
Don't Confuse Paraphrasing for Reading Notes with Paraphrasing for Term Papers 

Mining tho Web for Background Knowledge 4 7  

The Web Makes a Difference 47 
Build Background Knowledge Before Reading 48 
Your Timing Matters 48 
Be a Savvy Searcher 48 
Evaluating Websites 52 

Screen Reading 60

DIGGING DEEPER: Long-Term Memory: Preserving the Past 64 

TEST 1: Reviewing Key Concepts 68 
TEST 2: Understanding Bar Graphs 70 
TEST 3: Paraphrasing 71



•  Contents

Building Word Power 75

Making the Meanings "Automatic" 75 
Active Reviews and Memory Pegs 76

Using Context Clues 77
Developing Approximate Definitions 78
Example Clues 78
Contrast Clues 79
Restatement Clues 79
Mobilize Your Vocabulary Reviews 81
General Knowledge Clues 81

Context and Meaning 90 
Defining Words from Their Parts 92 

Learning Roots, Prefixes, and Suffixes 92 

Combine Forces: Use Context Clues and Word Parts 94 
Learn Word History to Expand Your Vocabulary 98 
Connotations and Denotations of Words 101 

Matching Up Connotation with Context 101 
Changing the Connotation with the Context 101

Looking Up Words While You Read 104 
Looking Up Words Online 105 
Use a Print Dictionary for Writing 105 
A Note on Dictionaries and Writing 106 
Getting Down the Basics: Syllable Count, Pronunciation Guide, 

and Parts of Speech 106 
Sorting Through Multiple Meanings 108 
Figurative and Literal Word Meanings 110 
Evaluating Websites About Words 113

DIGGING DEEPER: Scrabble for the Internet Age 114

TEST 1: Reviewing Key Concepts 117
TEST 2: Using Context Clues 118
TEST 3: Using Context Clues 121
TEST 4: Using Context Clues 123
TEST 5: Using Word Analysis and Context Clues 125
TEST 6: Using Word Analysis and Context Clues 127
TEST 7: Using Word Analysis and Context Clues 129



Contents #  v ii

3 Looking for Specific Topics and General Main Ideas 133

Starting with General and Specific Words 134 
Identifying the Author's Specific Topic 136 

Phrasing the Topic 137 
Following the Topic References 139 

Constructing the Topic w ith the Author 145 
Moving on to General and Specific Sentences 150 
Recognizing Different Levels of General and Specific Sentences 158 

Why Recognizing Shifts in Level Is Important 160 

Three Common General and Specific Patterns in Paragraphs 163 
Explanatory Pattern 1: Starting Off with the Topic Sentence 163 
Explanatory Pattern 2: Starting with an Introductory Sentence 

and a Feversal Transition 167 
Explanatory Pattern 3: Ending with the Topic Sentence 171 

DIGGING DiE PER: W hen W heelchairs Are Cool 177 

TEST 1 fevenving Key Concepts 182 
TEST 2 fecigini zing the Most General Sentence 184 
TEST 3: (laiifying General Sentences 186 
TEST 4: l.icitiing Topic Sentences 188

4 Getting t> the Point of Paragraphs 191

Additional Va ys Authors Introduce Topic Sentences 191 
"Tlhat VFafrhien, This Is Now" Introduction 192 
Lir'eGupis Illustrating "Then and Now" 193 
W h e n  lin>s o n  a G raph D o u b le  Up 1Q4 
Movin<Tiward the Middle 196 
DoiubliigJp on Topic Sentences 198 

Introiduciov Questions Can Replace Introductory Sentences 204 
Thie Arewrs Don't Always Arrive Right After the Question 204

Workdngwih the Writer to Construct the Topic and Main Idea 213 
Trackifg lepetition and Reference to Identify the Topic 213 
ToipicsAr Implicit as Well as Explicit 214 

FrormTofico Main Idea via Repetition and Reference 215 
Dilffereit exts Require Different Approaches 216



V Ü I •  Contents

DIGGING DEEPER: Combatting Infectious Diseases 233

TEST 1 : Reviewing Key Concepts 238
TEST 2: Identifying Topics and Main Ideas 240
TEST 3: Constructing Main Ideas and Recognizing Topic Sentences 243

5 Getting to the Point o f Longer Readings 249

Pattern 1 : Opening with the Main Idea 249
Supporting Details: Connecting the Familiar to the New 251 

Pattern 2: Ending with the Main Idea 254
Pattern 3: Using Reversal Transitions to Introduce Thesis Statements 258
Pattern 4: Answering a Question with the Thesis Statement 264

DIGGING DEEPER: Can Physical Aggression Be Learned? 271

TEST 1: Reviewing Key Concepts 275
TEST 2: Recognizing Thesis Statements 276
TEST 3: Recognizing and Paraphrasing Thesis Statements 279
TEST 4: Recognizing and Paraphrasing Thesis Statements 282
TEST 5: Recognizing and Paraphrasing Thesis Statements 285

6 Focusing on Supporting Details in Paragraphs 289

The Function of Supporting Details 289 
Supporting Details and Main Ideas 290 

Topic Sentences Can't Do It All 291 

Major and Minor Supporting Details 298
Evaluating the Contribution of Minor Details 302 
When Minor Details Double Up, the Reader Needs to Think Twice 304 

Category Words in Topic Sentences Signal Major Details 309 
Using Category Words to Keep Readers on Track 310 
Outside the Topic Sentence, Category Words Can Turn into Transitions 312 

Addition Transitions Are Clues to Major Details 314 
When Addition Transitions Are Used More Sparingly 318 

Concluding Sentences Versus Supporting Details 320 
Concluding Sentences Look Ahead to the Next Paragraph 322 

DIGGING DEEPER: Obedience—Would You Electrocute a Stranger? 327 

TEST 1 : Reviewing Key Concepts 333 
TEST 2: Recognizing Supporting Details 335 
TEST 3: Identifying Topic Sentences and Supporting Details 337



Contents •  ¡X

TEST 4: Distinguishing Between Major and Minor Details 339
TEST 5: Using Category W ords as Clues to Major Details 341
TEST 6: Recognizing Supporting Details and Concluding Sentences 344

7 Focusing on Supporting Details in Longer Readings 347

Responding to Supporting Details in Longer Readings 347 
Thesis Statement Locations 348
When It Comes to Reading, There Are No Rigid Rules 349 

Thesis Statements Can Turn Up in Unexpected Places 349 

Major and Minor Details Revisited 352 
The Value of Visuals Aids in Longer Readings 363 

On Reading Pie Charts 365

Outlining (Informally) Multi-Paragraph Readings 369 
Making an Informal Outline 369 

DIGGING DEEPER: Is Risk-Taking in Our Genes? 378 

TEST 1: Reviewing Key Concepts 384
TEST 2: Recognizing Thesis Statements and Supporting Details 

in Longer Readings 386 
TEST 3: Recognizing Thesis Statements and Supporting Details 

in Longer Readings 390

8 Focusing on Inferences in Paragraphs 397

How Inferences Work 398 
Evaluating Inferences 398 
When Inferences Go Astray 400 

Connecting Topic Sentence Pronouns to Their Antecedents 403 
Connecting Pronouns and Antecedents in Topic Sentences 403 

Piecing Together Main Idea Statements 408 
Recognizing the Role of Bridging Inferences 410 

Inferring the Main Idea from Start to Finish 413
When Should You Think About Inferring the Main Idea? 415 
Making a Logical Inference 416 

Reviewing Logical and Illogical Inferences 426 
Inferring Supporting Details 435

Inferring the Meanings Appropriate to the Context 436 
Inferring Relationships and Adding Information 436


