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IN TR O D U C T IO N :  WHY  
YOU SHOULD BUY 
THIS  BOOK
(Or: Why Have I Written it?)

I have written this book with one very clear aim in mind: to help 
students new to the study of International Relations Theory (IRT) find 
their way in to what can be a beguiling, complex, yet ultimately fascina­
ting subject of study at university level. IRT is beguiling because there are 
so many different theoretical perspectives on offer, all claiming to offer 
important insights into what makes the world of international affairs 
'tick'. How do we know which theory is 'best'? IRT is complex because it 
is often a brand new field of study for students, even those who come 
from a Politics or History background. Many school- and college-level 
courses deal with issues in international relations such as globalization, 
war and peace, but the 'theory' element is the vital addition that sets 
university-level programmes in International Relations apart. And no 
one really enjoys doing theory, do they? If nothing else, I hope this book 
helps you lose all fear of theory, theorizing and, yes, theorists!

And this is why IRT is fascinating. We might not realize it when we 
watch news reports about the Arab Spring, the War on terror, or the crisis 
in the Eurozone, but underpinning all political and media coverage of 
global politics is a theoretical take on events. News media tell us which 
actors are important, frame how they are interacting on the global stage, 
speculate on their motivations for doing so and debate the possible out­
comes of the decisions they make. Sometimes these are routine, day-to- 
day decisions, at other times they are hastily concocted in a crisis. The 
point is that in selecting to present the views of a few actors, in a certain 
way, and with an editorial slant that can cue you, the consumer of news,


