
Frc: ¡I lililí I 111 a_s_______

test prep company

Answer explanations for each practice question

Comprehensive reviews of core TOEFL concepts

v£racking thề> 2014

full-length simulated 
TOEFL iBT test
(with accompanying audio sections on MP3 CD)

Proven techniques to help you score higher

If it’s on the test, 
it’s in this book!

Includes Audio CD*
By Douglas Pierce and Sean Kinsell

TOEFL is a registered trademark of Educational Testing Service, 
which does not sponsor or endorse this product. . ..

*MP3 CD; Mac® and PC Compatible





/The
Princeton 

Review

racking the

2014 Edition
Douglas Pierce and Sean Kinsell

PrincetonReview.com

Random House, Inc. New York



/T h e  
(  Princeton 
v— 'Review

Editorial
Rob Franek, Senior VP. Publisher 

Mary Beth Garrick, Director of Production 
Selena Coppock, Senior Editor 

Calvin Cato, Editor 
Kristen O'Toole, Editor 
Meave Shelton. Editor

Random House Publishing Team
Tom Russell, Publisher 

Nicole Benhabib, Publishing Director 
Ellen L. Reed, Production Manager 
Alison Stoltzfus. Managing Editor

The Princeton Review is not affiliated with Princeton University

ISBN: 978-0-307-94560-0 
ISSN: 1941-2029

The Princeton Review. Inc.
111 Speen Street 
Suite 550
Framingham, MA01701
E-mail: editorialsupport@review.com

Copyright © 2013 by TPR Education IP Holdings. LLC.

All rights reserved. Published in the United States by Random House. Inc., 
New York, and in Canada by Random House of Canada Limited, Toronto.

TOEFL is a registered trademark of Educational Testing Service, which 
does not sponsor or endorse this product.

Editor: Calvin Cato
Production Editor: Melissa Duclos-Yourdon 
Production Artist: Craig Patches

Printed in the United States of America on partially recycled paper.

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

2014 Edition

mailto:editorialsupport@review.com


Acknowledgments
Thanks to the staff and students of The Princeton Review.

Special thanks to Adam Robinson, who conceived of and perfected the Joe Bloggs 
approach to standardized tests and many of the other successful techniques used by 
The Princeton Review.

The Princeton Review would also like to thank Maria Chushak and Patrick Choi for 
their review of the book.





Contents
Part I: Orientation................................................................................... 1

1 Introduction.....................................................................................  3

Welcome!.......................................................................................... 4

What Is the TOEFL?...........................................................................  4

What Is The Princeton Review?........................................................  10

What's in This Book..........................................................................  11

What's Not in This Book....................................................................  11

How to Use This Book........................................................................ 12

Can I Really Improve My Score?........................................................  12

Taking the TOEFL iBT.........................................................................  13

Part II: Core Concepts...........................................................................  15

2 Core Concept: Reading..................................................................  17

Reading on the TOEFL........................................................................ 18

Step 1: Find the Purpose....................................................................  20

Step 2: Understand the Structure......................................................  37

Step 3: State the Main Idea..............................................................  56

Dealing with Difficult Passages........................................................  73

3 Core Concept: W riting....................................................................  89

Scoring for the Writing Section........................................................  90

Part 1: Expressing Your Purpose........................................................  92

Part 2: Organizing Your Ideas.............................................................  96

Part 3: Writing the Perfect Body Paragraph......................................  109

Part 4: Concluding Your Response..................................................... 114

Grammar Review...............................................................................  117

4 Core Concept: L istening.................................................................  119

Listening on the TOEFL.....................................................................  120

Challenges in the Listening Section..................................................  121

Taking Notes.....................................................................................  122

Active Listening.................................................................................  122

5 Core Concept: Speaking.................................................................  131

Scoring for the Speaking Section......................................................  132

Part 1: Stating Your Purpose..............................................................  132



Part 2: Organizing Your Ideas.............................................................  137

Putting It All Together........................................................................ 144

Wrapping Things Up: The Conclusion................................................ 146

Part III: Cracking Each Section of the TOEFL.....................................  151

6 Cracking the Reading Section.....................................................  153

Cracking the Reading Section: Basic Principles................................  156

Cracking the Reading Section: Basic Approach................................  159

Putting It All Together........................................................................ 166

7 Reading Practice D rills .................................................................  201

Reading Practice Drill #1 ...................................................................  202

Reading Practice Drill # 2 ...................................................................  206

Reading Practice Drill # 3 ...................................................................  211

Reading Practice Drill #4 ...................................................................  216

8 Reading Practice Answers and Explanations...........................  221

Reading Practice Drill # 1 ...................................................................  222

Reading Practice Drill # 2 ...................................................................  226

Reading Practice Drill #3 ...................................................................  232

Reading Practice Drill # 4 ...................................................................  238

9 Cracking the W riting Section....................................................... 243

Writing Section Directions................................................................. 244

Flow the Writing Section Is Scored...................................................  244

Cracking the Writing Section: Basic Principles.................................. 245

Cracking the Writing Section: Basic Approach.................................. 247

10 W riting Practice Drills...................................................................  257

Writing Practice Drill #1....................................................................  258

Writing Practice Drill #2....................................................................  263

Writing Practice Drill #3....................................................................  266

Writing Practice Drill #4....................................................................  269

Writing Practice Drill #5....................................................................  272

11 W riting Practice Answers and Explanations.............................  275

Writing Practice Drill #1....................................................................  276

v i  | Contents



Writing Practice Drill #2....................................................................  279

Writing Practice Drill #3....................................................................  281

Writing Practice Drill #4 ....................................................................  283

Writing Practice Drill #5 ....................................................................  285

12 Cracking the Listening S ection ...................................................  289

Listening Section Directions..............................................................  291

Cracking the Listening Section: Basic Principles...............................  291

Cracking the Listening Section: Basic Approach...............................  298

13 Listening Practice D rills ................................................................  317

Listening Practice Drill #1: A Conversation........................................ 318

Listening Practice Drill #2: A Conversation........................................ 320

Listening Practice Drill #3: A Lecture................................................ 322

Listening Practice Drill #4: A Lecture.................................................  325

Listening Practice Drill #5: A Lecture................................................  328

14 Listening Practice Answers and Explanations..........................  331

Listening Practice Drill #1: A Conversation........................................ 332

Listening Practice Drill #2: A Conversation........................................ 335

Listening Practice Drill #3: A Lecture................................................  338

Listening Practice Drill #4: A Lecture.................................................  342

Listening Practice Drill #5: A Lecture................................................  346

15 Cracking the Speaking S ection .....................................................  351

Speaking Section Directions.............................................................  352

How the Speaking Section Is Scored................................................  353

Cracking the Speaking Section: Basic Principles...............................  354

Cracking the Speaking Section: Basic Approach...............................  366

16 Speaking Practice D rills .................................................................  385

Personal Preference Question (Template #1).....................................  387

Choose an Option Question (Template #2)......................................... 387

Summarize an Opinion Question (Template #3).................................. 388

Summarize/Contrast Question (Template #4)....................................  390

Contents | v i i



Summarize/Preference Question (Template #5)................................  393

Summarize Question (Template #6|...................................................  395

17 Speaking Practice Answers and Explanations........................  399

Personal Preference Question (Template #1).....................................  400

Choose an Option Question (Template #2)......................................... 400

Summarize an Opinion Question (Template #3|.................................. 401

Summarize/Contrast Question (Template #4)....................................  403

Summarize/Preference Question (Template #5)................................  404

Summarize Question (Template #6)...................................................  406

Part IV: Taking a Practice Test............................................................. 409

18 The Princeton Review TOEFL iBT Practice Test.......................  413

The Reading Section......................................................................... 414

The Listening Section........................................................................ 461

The Speaking Section........................................................................ 491

The Writing Section..........................................................................  500

19 Answer Key....................................................................................  507

20 Answers and Explanations..........................................................  509

The Reading Section.........................................................................  510

The Listening Section........................................................................ 519

The Speaking Section: Sample Responses........................................ 534

The Writing Section: Sample Responses..........................................  540

v i i i  | Contents


