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Do you want to sound more like a native speaker of English?

You need the key phrases and the conversational tools native 
speakers use to get their message across.

C o l l in s  S p e a k in g  h e lp s  y o u  b e c o m e  a c o n f id e n t  a n d  f lu e n t  s p e a k e r  
b y  c h o o s in g  th e  r ig h t  vvords, p r o n u n c ia t io n  a n d  to n e .

•  K e y  p h ra s e s  g iv e  y o u  th e  la n g u a g e  p e o p le  r e a l ly  u se  w h e n  
th e y  a re  s p e a k in g

• C u lt u r a l n o te s  h e lp  y o u  fo c u s  o n  h o w  t o  g e t  y o u r  m e s sa g e  a c ro ss

• A u d io  C D  c o n ta in s  model c o n v e r s a t io n s  a n d  s p e a k in g  p ra c t ic e  
exercises

» s ta r t in g  c o n v e r s a t io n s  » c h a n g in g  th e  su b je c t

» in t e r r u p t in g  » s a y in g  n o  p o l it e ly

m a k in g  s u g g e s t io n s  k e e p in g  c o n v e r s a t io n s  g o in g

( =  You can trust Collins COBUILD

Collins Speaking contains an extended learning section providing 
you w ith information on usage and collocations for key vocabulary 
items in the conversations. This intormation is based on COBUILD 
content. The 4.5-billion-word Collins Corpus is the world's largest 
database of the English language. It is updated every month and 
has been at the heart o f Collins COBUILD for over 20 years.

CEF level: B1 +
Suitable for self-study am 
dassroom use 
Helps towards Cambridgi 
FCE preparation
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INTRODUCTION

Collins English fo r Lite: Speaking  w ill he lp you  to  im prove your spoken English in a varie ty of 
everyday situations and contexts.

You can use Speaking
• as a self-study course
• as supplementary m ateria l on a general English course

Speaking  w ill help you to  develop your speaking skills in d iffe ren t areas, inc lud ing
• starting, continu ing, d irecting, add ing to, and end ing  into rm al conversations
• dea ling  w ith  in te rruptions in a conversation
• asking fo r darification; em phasizing
• m aking and responding to  requests, suggestions, and complaints
• sharing opin ions
• g iv ing  and accepting advice, complim ents, and negative news 

Speaking  comprises a book and a CD. The book  has 20 units.

A t the  back o f the book, there are:
• useful extra in to rm ation  from  the Co llins COBUILD corpus abou t the key vocabu lary items in 

the  conversation(s) o f each un it
• the  glossary
• the  answer key
• the  aud io  scripts

The CD contains over 100 aud io  tracks in d u d in g  conversations and liỉte n ing  and speaking 
practice activities.

Using Speaking
You can e ither w ork  th rough  the units, from  U n it 1 to  Un it 20, o r you can pick and choose the 
un its tha t are most useful to  you. The contents page w ill help you in your selection o f units and 
your ow n plan fo r learning.

For ease o f use, each o f the  20 units fo llow s the  same form at. It is recom mended th a t you 
fo llo w  the  order o f exercises w hen w ork ing  th rough  a unit. Each un it indudes

Usefu l tip s  -  This section gives you he lp fu l advice abou t the com m unication focus o f the  unit. 
Conversation(s) -  You listen to  and read a conversation  o r conversations. Key vvords, phrases, 
and sentences are presented in bold.
Understand ing -  You check your understand lng o f the  conversation(s).
Say ing it accurately -  You focus on using the  r igh t w ords and phrases.
Say ing it dea r ly  -  This section helps you to  focus on pronouncing the words, phrases, and 
sentences well.
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Saying it app ropria te ly  -  The focus o f this section is on tone, fo r example, m aking sure you 
sound po lite  or interested.
Get speaking -  The exercises in th is section g ive you the opportun ity  to  practise speaking. Often, 
th is involves interacting w ith  a speaker on th e  CD in a role-play.

There are also Language note and Cu ltura l note in several o f the units.

Study tips
• Each un it should take about sixty m inutes to  w ork  through. Take regular breaks and do not 

try  to  study fo r too  long. Thirty m inutes is a good  length fo r one learn ing session.
• Revise and go over w hat you have learn t regularly.
• Put the audio tracks on your m obile phone o r MP3 player so you can listen to  the conversations 

and practice activities on your way to  w ork  o r w hen you are out jogg ing o r vvalking.
• Try to  find  someone w ith  whom  you can practise your English, e ither face to  face, over the 

phone or Online using a webcam.
• Note dow n the  language you find  most useful.

Language level
Speaking  has been vvritten to  help learners at B1 level and above (Intermediate to  Advanced), 

other titles
A lso  availab le in the Co llins English fo r  L ite  series: L iỉten ing , Reading, and W riting

O Using the  CD
This icon indicates tha t there is an aud io  track tha t you should listen to. The Speaking  
CD may be used w ith  e ither a Com puter o r a CD player.
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A  successfu l sm a ll ta lk  isn 't a b o u t sa y in g  b r ill ia n t  th ing s. I fs  a b o u t  co m m en tin g  on 
a n d  a sk in g  a b o u t  o rd in a ry  th in g s  w ith  in te rest a n d  en thus iasm .

• Try to  f in d  som eth ing  in com m on w ith  your listener.
• Try to  m atch th e  m ood o f you r listener. Don 't try  to  be ligh t-hearted  if  they  seem 

serious.
• D o n 't answ er in  one-w ord sentences. Try to  g ive more in fo rm a tion  o r say som ething 

in te resting  abou t w here you com e from , your job, etc.
• Rem em ber to  ask questions, to o  -  d o n 't  just ta lk  abou t yourself.

Conversations
L is ten  to  th e se  e x tra c ts  from  th ree  conve rsa tion s.

1

A: So, hovv do  you  and Jack know  each other? A re you colleagues?

B: No, w e 've knovvn each o ther since w e were kids, actually. W e w ent to  school together.

A: Really? w h e re  are you from ?

B: Oh, a little  v illage  in Suffolk. N o t many people have heard o f  Ịtl

A: w h a t's  it ca lled? I'm from  tha t part o f the world, too.

2

C: Hi. I'm David.

D: Nice to  m eet you. I'm Harry. I w o rk  at the same company as Jack.

C: W h a t exactly  d o  you do?

D: I'm an accountant. W hat about you?

C: I'm a teacher. I teach French a t a local secondary school.

D: I th ough t you w ere French! H ow  long  have you been in th is country?

C: Oh, fo r abou t five years now. I love it here.



E: Oh, tha t ĩourney took me forever!

F: How  d id you g c t here?

E: By bus from  Piccadilly Circus.

F: lt's a long way, is n t  it? H ow  long d id  it take?

E: Abou t an hour. But it's a great route -  it takes you right past the new  O lym pic stadium.
Have you seen it  yet?

F: No, l've  heard so much about it  though. Tell me, is it  really as am azing as they say?

Understanding
Look  a t th e  conve rsa tion  stra teg ies o u t lin ed  in U se fu l Tips aga in . M a tch  th e  
co nve rsa tion s  to  th e  stra teg ies they  illu s tra te  successíu lly.

Conversation 1: a Try to  f in d  som ething in com m on w ith  you r listener.

Conversation 2: b Try to  match the mood o f your listener.

Conversation 3: c Try to  g ive more in fo rm ation  o r say som eth ing 
in teresting about vvhere you com e from , your 
job, etc.

d Remember to  ask questions, too.

Saying it accurately
C om p le te  th e  sentences w ith  w o rd s  from  th e  box.

1 ........................, how do you and Jack know  each other?

2 ........................ are you from?

3 ........................ to  meet you.

4 w h a t ....................... do you do?

5 H o w ........................have you been in this country?

6 lt's a long w a y ,........................ it?

7 did you get here?

8 l 'v e ........................ so much about it.

9 .......................me, is it really as amazing as they say?

10 I t ........................interesting.

exactly

how

isn 't

nice

tell

heard

long

looks

w here
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