
A Guide to Writing





Comparing
Perspectives

TThinking critically and questioning go hand in hand. Together, they 
pbromote genuine engagement w ith  w riting  and the other language 
aactivities essential to success in college, career, and life,

Exxploring a 
Cconcept
• ' What are the 

< dictionary definitiol 
( of the concept? 151

• I In what contexts
t do people use the 
c concept? 151

• [ Does conflict or
c disagreement occur 
v when the concept 
i is discussed? 151

• \ What do I hope to
c discover by exploring 
t the concept? 165

• V What stake do 
nmy readers have 
irin exploring the 
cconcept? 158

• l-How can I best guide 
rireaders through my 
tlthought process? 167

What |
can I find on the 
topic? 177
W hy do people’s 
perspectives 
differ? 177
What are the points 
of agreement and 
disagreement? 193
How can I synthesize 
the best points of all 
the perspectives? 189
What outcome do 
I want from my 
comparison? 193
What value does 
the comparison have 
for my readers? 193

Making a Case
What is the range 
of opinions on the 
topic? 250
Why do people hold 
these opinions? 250
What do I think is 
the best opinion? 
W hy? 250
What readership
do I want to 
convince? 251

The important thing is not to stop questioning.
Curiosity has its own reason for existing. One 

cannot help but be in awe when he contemplates 
the mysteries of eternity, of life, of the marvelous 

structure of reality. It is enough if one tries merely 
to comprehend a little of this mystery every day.

Never lose a holy curiosity. ALBERT EINSTEIN

• W hat is my claim? 251
• W hat reasons justify

or explain my claim? 251
• What evidence can

I offer to support my 
reasons? 251
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