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LÔØI NOÙI ÑAÀU 
 
 

Giaùo trình Hình thaùi hoïc tieáng Anh ñöôïc hình thaønh döïa treân tö lieäu 
ñaõ ñöôïc giaûng daïy trong thôøi gian qua cho sinh vieân chuyeân ngöõ cuûa Khoa Ngöõ 
vaên Anh, Tröôøng Ñaïi hoïc Khoa hoïc Xaõ hoäi vaø Nhaân vaên - Ñaïi hoïc Quoác gia 
Thaønh phoá Hoà Chí Minh. Giaùo trình naøy ñöôïc bieân soaïn nhaèm trang bò cho 
sinh vieân caùch tieáp caän mang tính thöïc haønh moân hoïc ñaày tính lyù thuyeát naøy. 
Giaùo trình Hình thaùi hoïc tieáng Anh trình baøy moät caùch coù heä thoáng moät soá 
khaùi nieäm cô baûn veà hình thaùi hoïc vaø nhieàu kieåu phaân tích töø vöïng tieáng Anh. 
Beân caïnh ñoù, giaùo trình naøy cuõng chuù yù ñeán caû keát caáu noäi taïi laãn yù nghóa bieåu 
ñaït cuûa chuùng. Noùi moät caùch khaùc, taøi lieäu naøy coù lieân quan tôùi: 

  Hình vò, tha hình vò, töø vöïng vaø caùc tieåu loaïi cuûa chuùng trong tieáng 
Anh hieän ñaïi;  

  Caùc quy trình hình thaønh vaø caùc quy taéc phaân tích töø vöïng tieáng Anh.  
Trong quaù trình bieân soaïn giaùo trình naøy chuùng toâi ñaõ tham khaûo vaø 

trích daãn nhieàu tö lieäu ñaõ ñöôïc coâng boá, ñaëc bieät laø cuûa Arnold (1986), Jackson 
(1980) vaø Stageberg (1965). Coù theå noùi, muïc tieâu duy nhaát cuûa chuùng toâi khi 
bieân soaïn giaùo trình naøy laø nhaèm cung caáp cho sinh vieân moät löôïng thoâng tin 
caàn thieát veà lónh vöïc thuù vò vaø thaät söï coù ích lôïi naøy döôùi söùc eùp cuûa moät thôøi 
löôïng heát söùc khieâm toán vaãn thöôøng daønh cho moân Hình thaùi hoïc tieáng Anh.  

Chuùng toâi xin ñöôïc theå hieän loøng bieát ôn chaân thaønh ñoái vôùi Tieán só 
Nguyeãn Tieán Huøng veà nhöõng ñoùng goùp vaø pheâ bình phaûn bieän tích cöïc cuûa oâng 
daønh cho giaùo trình naøy.  

Ñaây laø laàn ñaàu tieân giaùo trình naøy ñöôïc xuaát baûn, haún khoâng traùnh khoûi 
sai soùt. Chuùng toâi mong nhaän ñöôïc nhieàu yù kieán ñoùng goùp cuûa baïn ñoïc ñeå giaùo 
trình ngaøy caøng hoaøn thieän hôn. YÙ kieán ñoùng goùp xin göûi veà: Hoäi ñoàng Khoa 
hoïc vaø Ñaøo taïo Khoa Ngöõ vaên Anh, Tröôøng Ñaïi hoïc Khoa hoïc Xaõ hoäi vaø Nhaân 
vaên – Ñaïi hoïc Quoác gia Thaønh phoá Hoà Chí Minh, 10-12 Ñinh Tieân Hoaøng, Q.1, 
ñieän thoaïi: 8243328. 

 
    

Thaønh phoá Hoà Chí Minh, ngaøy 30 thaùng 7 naêm 2003. 

                 Toâ Minh Thanh 
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NOTATIONAL SYMBOLS 
 
Most of the symbols used in this text follow conventions, but since conventions 

vary, the following list indicates the meanings assigned to them here. 
 

n = noun 
[U] = uncountable 
[C] = countable 
pl = plural 
sing = singular 
adj  = adjective 
adv  = adverb 
prep = preposition 
v = verb 
phr v = phrasal verb 
sth = something 
sb = somebody 
mono-trans = mono-transitive verb 
complex trans = complex transitive verb 
etc = et cetera meaning “and other similar things” or “and so on” 
fig = figurative 
esp = especially 
usu = usually 
fml = formal 
infml = informal 
derog = derogatory, insulting  
attrib = attributive 
pred = predicative 
Brit = British 
abbr = abbreviated 
I = intransitive verb 
Ipr = intransitive verb + prepositional phrase 
Ip = intransitive verb + adverbial particle 
La = linking verb + adjective (phrase) 
Tn = transitive verb + noun (phrase) 
Tn.pr = transitive verb + noun (phrase) + prepositional phrase 
Tn.p = transitive verb + noun (phrase) + adverbial particle 
Cn.t = complex transitive verb + noun (phrase) + to-infinitive 
phrase 
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UNIT ONE 

MORPHEMES 
 
1. DEFINITION – CHARACTERISTICS 

What is a morpheme? 
• ‘A morpheme is the smallest meaningful unit in a language.’ 

      [Richards, Platt & Weber, 1987: 183] 
• ‘A morpheme is a short segment of language that meets three criteria: 

 It is a word or part of a word that has meaning. 
 It cannot be divided into smaller meaningful parts without violation of  

    its meaning or without meaningless remainders.  
 It recurs in different verbal environments with a relatively stable meaning.’  

[Stageberg, 1965: 85] 
Ex.1: The English word unkind consists of two morphemes: the base kind 

the lexical meaning of which is ‘friendly and thoughtful to others’ and the 
prefix un– the lexical meaning of which is ‘not’; the English word talks 
consists of two morphemes: the base talk the lexical meaning of which is ‘say 
something’ and the suffix –s, which has no lexical meaning and which is used 
to show that the verb talks is in the third person singular present-tense form.  

In other words, we can recognize a morpheme by either its lexical or its 
grammatical meaning. 

Ex.2: Straight is an English adjective meaning ‘without a bend or curve’. By 
dividing straight, we get smaller meaningful units of trait /tre1t/, rate 
/re1t/and ate/e1t/; but their meanings violate the meaning of straight. We 
also get the meaningless remainders: /s–/, /st–/ and /str–/. Therefore, straight 
must be considered a morpheme, the smallest meaningful unit in English. 

Ex.3: Bright means ‘light’, and brighten means ‘make light’. This leads us to 
conclude that –en means ‘make’. We also know that –en recurs with a stable 
meaning in words like cheapen, darken, deepen, soften, stiffen, etc. Therefore,  
–en must be considered a morpheme. 

2. HOW TO DISTINGUISH MORPHEMES FROM PHONEMES, SYLLABLES 
AND  WORDS? 
2.1. MORPHEMES vs. PHONEMES 
A morpheme differs from a phoneme in that the former has meaning 

whereas the latter does not. Although phonemes have no meaning, they have 
distinctive features that help to distinguish meaning.  
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Ex.1: The initial consonant of bitch is [− aspirated] while that of pitch is  
[+ aspirated]. 

Ex.2: The vowel of pin is [+ close] and thus [− open] while that of pan is  
[+ open] and thus [− close]. 

A morpheme may consist of only a single phoneme like the /–z/ in goes. But 
the phoneme /z/ and this morpheme are by no means identical. The phoneme 
/z/ occurs many times where it has nothing to do with this morpheme. For 
example, zoo /zu:/ and rose /r6υz/ both contain /z/ but the /z/ here has nothing to 
do with the morpheme realized as /–z/ in goes. 

Morphemes are generally short sequences of phonemes: the morpheme {of} 
consists of two phonemes — / 4 / and / v /. 

Most English morphemes are intermediate in size between {of} and 
{strange} and consist of about two to six phonemes. 

2.2. MORPHEMES vs. SYLLABLES  
A morpheme happens to be identical to a syllable, e.g. the morpheme 

{strange} and the syllable /stre1nd2/; and so are many English morphemes. 
However, any matches between morphemes and syllables are fortuitous. Many 
poly-syllabic words are mono-morphemic. 

E.g.  lion /’laI6n/:    two syllables – one morpheme 

  crocodile /’kr4k6da1l/:    three syllables – one morpheme 

  Connecticut /k6’net1k6t/:  four syllables – one morpheme 

On the contrary, both /g6υ/ and /–z/ in goes /g6υz/ are morphemes, though 
altogether they are but a single syllable. That is, goes is mono-syllabic but 
poly-morphemic. 

Briefly, in some cases a morpheme may consist of one syllable or several 
whole syllables. In other cases, it is only part of a syllable. In fact, to form a 
morpheme, some phonemes are usually combined together without any regard 
to their status as syllables. 

In English, a morpheme is not identical with a syllable. The syllable is a 
phonological unit whereas the morpheme is the basic unit in morphology. 

2.3. MORPHEMES vs. WORDS 
Words are made up of morphemes. In other words, morphemes are the 

constituents of words. 
A word may be composed of one or more morphemes: 

One morpheme: boy, desire 


