
LjCH siir VAN MINH MY THEO CACH LY GIAI CUA CAC 
HOC THUYET VE LjCH SUTVA V A N H 6 A CUA CAC NHA 

NGHIEN CUIU HOA KY HOC 

NGUYEN THAI YfiN HLTONG* 

Cach day gin 100 nam, mdt nha triet 
hpe va sii hpc ndi tieng ngUdi Italia, 
Benedetto Croce da viet "mpi lich sii 

that sU ehi la lich sii hien thdi". Theo each 
nhan x6t nhU vay dng da th i hipn quan 
diem r ing lich sii chi ed y nghia d mfle dp 
nd dap flng suy nghi ciia nhflng ngUdi nhin 
nhan dUde trong qua khU vin de ciia tUdng 
lai. Cach nhin nhan nay ed th i ndi la kha 
thfeb hdp vdi eae nha viet sii eua nUdc My 
bdi vi dudng nhU cac nha sii hpc hoac giang 
day lich sii ciia nUdc My thUdng ed chieu 
hudng giai thich lich sii theo cac trUdng phai 
tdn tai trong thdi dai eua hp hoac thee luan 
thuyet hp tu due ket tU kinh nghiem nghien 
cflu ciia minh. Viec ddi mdi tU duy nghien 
cflu lich sii khdng ehi tdn tai d My ma d ca 
cac nude phUdng Tay vi nhU Fernand 
Braudel tuyen bd'd bai dien van eiia dng dpc 
luc dupe ket nap vao vipn Ham lam Phap 
nam 1985 "s^ hpc khdng ngUng bi can van, 
bupe phai ddi mdi, cin thiet phai cd nhflng 
lin tre lai lien tiep. Vi neu mpi xa hpi deu 
nha't thilt quay ve qua khfl ciia minh de tU 
bien minh, de tim thiy ngoai thdi gian, 
nhflng thu thuat, chd nau hay duyen cd, 
ngay ca nhflng ldi an iii, thi xa hpi dd cung 

ehd ddi nhflng ldi giai dap mdi cho cau hdi 
mdi lam cho nd tran trd" (1). Va theo hp, mpt 
nha sii hpc, muon tdn tai, bupe phai khang 
dinh sfl khae bipt eua minh, phai vflt bo anh 
hUdng cua ngUdi khae, phai dinh rd chd 
dUng trong the hp minh (2). 

Ngoai ra, mpt thUc t l rd rang la cho den 
nay, trong cdng ddng nghien cUu ve lich sii 
eae nen van minh dUdng nhU cae nha 
nghien cUu My thUdng di diu trong vipe 
san sinh ra cac gia dinh hoac trUdng phai 
hay cac luan thuyet de giai thich mpt hipn 
tUdng hoac mdt giai doan lich sii nh i t dinh. 
Day lieu ed phai la mdt nhan x6t chfnh xac 
hay khdng? Va dieu nay cd anh hudng nhU 
the nao ddi vdi each thUc ngUdi My danh 
gia va nhin nhan the gidi hay khdng? Nhin 
ehung, sd di cac nha sii hpc My thudng dUa 
ra each giai thich khae nhau thee tflng giai 
doan lich sii la do mdt sd nguyen nhan sau: 

Thd nhdt, quan diem cua cac nha sii hpe 
My d mdi the he nh i t dinh thudng bi anh 
hudng bdi nhflng thay ddi ldn dien ra eua 
chinh Lien bang My. ThUdng cac nha 
nghien cflu diu mud'n viet ra cae ket qua 
nghien cflu eua minh, cho du la tinh te 
hoac rd rang vl cac vin de hoac ve nhflng 
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du bio ddi vdi thdi ky hp dang song hoac 
tUdng lai. Vi vky, moi the he tiep sau dd, 
thudng viet lai lich s^ cua nUdc My, mpt 
phan nh im thoa man nhflng nhu ciu do 
thdi dai eua hp dat ra va mpt ph in cung la 
de khang dinh "eai tdi" cua moi nha nghien 
cflu. Vf du, trong thdi ky d iu lap qudc, do 
anh hudng cua tU tudng Thanh giio (3) cac 
nha s^ hpe My da coi nUdc My dUde tao nen 
bdi y nguyen eua Chua Trdi. Vung Anh Mdi 
dUde Chua chpn de cho nhflng ngUdi con 
cua Chua ed dUdc cupc sd'ng tdt hdn. Tie 
ph im dang dUdc dl y trong thdi ky nay la 
"VI Trang Trai ciia PUmouth" (OfPlimouth 
Plantation) ciia William Bradford (4). Den 
thdi ky chiu anh hudng cua Phong trao 
khai sang, eae nha sii hpe My lai coi d i t 
nUde nay la k i t qua cua sU tien bp cua tri 
tup va con ngudi... 

Thd hai, bflc tranh v l lich sii nUdc My 
thudng thay ddi do nhflng bien chuyen 
trong suy nghi eiia chfnh gidi sii hpc. 
Chung xay ra ngay trong npi tai cae cdng 
trinh nghien cflu eua gidi sii hpc hoac cac 
nha nghien cflu bdi vi lich sii cung nbu cac 
nguyen t ie khoa hpc khic, khi phat trien 
theo hudng dUde dinh hinh, thUdng hUdng 
den vipe tao nen mpt dieu gi mdi. Va khi 
eae nha nghien eUu cam thiy r ing hp da 
dat tdi gidi han n h i t dinh, trong vipe van 
dung each thUe giai thieh cd th i dUdc cdng 
ddng eua hp chap nhan, hp thUdng hoac 
dUa ra nhflng ehinh siia ddi vdi mpt quan 
diem, mac du cd th i dang d vi tri cd Uu the 
hoac 5 vi tri khdng cao, va hUdng ehung 
theo mdt hudng mdi theo dinh hUdng chfnh 
ban than cac nha nghien cflu mong ddi. 

Hdn the nfla, cd mpt thUe te la moi the 
he cic nha nghien cUu ngUdi My thudng 
giai thich lich sii theo each nhin nhan eiia 
the he hp. Tai sao lai nhU vay? Mot trong ly 
giai quan trpng nha't chinh la cac hpc gia 
My thudng cd khuynh hudng xem xet lai 

qua khu theo nhflng y tudng, gia thuyet va 
each lap luan ndi trdi trong thdi dai hp sinh 
trUdng. Cac nha nghien cflu thUdng deu 
phat trien mdi trUdng cho quan diem rieng 
eua hp hinh thanh va ed the truyen ba rpng 
rai. Vi vay, mdi the he sii gia My deu tim 
each viet lai svt cua da't nUdc theo each thfle 
phu hdp vdi each suy nghi cua ban than hp. 
Mac du edn cd nhflng ly do khae giai thich 
cho vipe suy dien khae nhau cua cac nha svt 
hpc My ve lich sii ciia Lien bang My nhflng 
sU thay ddi ve mdi trUdng la mot trong 
nhflng nhan td quan trong dUa den sU thay 
ddi nha't thdi ve quan diem cua mpt sdnha 
s^ hpc v l qua khfl. Ben canh dd, vipe tU coi 
minh la trUdng phai nao khi ly giai mpt 
hien tUdng cung la thdi quen ciia cac nha 
nghien cflu. 

Rd rang, cae nha nghien cflu sii hpc 
khdng the "xem xdt van minh My nhU xem 
xet van minh nUde khae." Nen van minh 
nay se cdn tiep tuc thay dd'i vi day la mpt 
nen van minh qua ngin neu dem ra so vdi 
cac nen van minh lau ddi khae da tdn tai. 
Vipe nghien cflu va tham khao each cac nha 
nghien cflu Hoa Ky hpc dUa ra cac lu^n 
thuyet hoac cac trUdng phai hoac each hp 
giai thfeb mpt v in de van hoa hay lich sii 
se giup eho gidi hpc gia ndi ehung va cac 
giang vien giang day lich st( the gidi trong 
he thdng cae trUdng dai hpc Vipt Nam c6 
dUdc them sU nhan biet v l nhflng phUdng 
phap ly giai tdn tai trong cdng ddng nghien 
eUu qud'e te. Nhim gdp p h i n giai dap cho 
nhflng th ic mic neu d p h i n tren, tac gia 
cdng trinh nay se tap trung vao hai vft'n dl 
ehinh sau: 

1. Mot so hoc thuye t thi^cTng di^olc v&n 
diing t rong nghien cijfu vfin minh Hoa Ky 

Cae each de cap va phfin tfch van minh 
My la r i t phong phu, da dang, b nhieu mfle 
dp va bao ham ca tfnh tfch cUc iSn tieu cUc. 
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Cho din nay, trong den thdi ky hien tai, 
cpng ddng eae nha nghien cUu va giang day 
Hoa K^ hpc da xay dung va hinh thanh 
nhilu trUdng phai va luan thuylt dUdc 
nhilu ngUdi de cap trong cae cdng trinh 
nghien cflu van minh Hoa Ky ciia minh. De 
tim hieu cung nhU ly giai lich sii nUde My 
va van minh Hoa Ky, cie nha nghien cflu 
thUdng tham khao nhflng luan thuyet ldn 
do mpt sd hpc gia cd ten tudi khdi xUdng. 
Cac nha van ndi tieng, tU Thomas 
Jefferson, Frederick Jackson Turner, 
Hector St. John Creveeoeur trong the ky 
XVIII va Alexis de Toequeville, Harriet 
Marthieu, Max Webber, William James va 
Lord Bryce trong the ky XIX den Gunnar 
Myrdal, David Potter, Zangwillva Louis 
Hartz trong t h i ky XX deu dUdc coi la 
nhflng ngUdi cd nhflng phan tfch xac dang 
vl nfldc My trong thdi ky diu. Ngay nay, 
cac nha khoa hpc dupe coi la hang diu 
trong linh vUc nghien cUu xa hpi va van 
hoa My nhU Samuel P. Huntington, Walter 
Dean Burnham, Ira Katznelson; cac nha sii 
hpc, xa hpi hpc nhU Kenneth Karst, John 
Diggins va ca cae nha phan tieh khae vin 
dang tilp tyc tim kiem, khai pha va ly giai 
cho nhflng nhan dinh v l qua trinh hinh 
thanh va phat t r i ln ciia nUde My. Cae luan 
thuyet nay dUde dUa ra trong nhflng thdi 
k^ lich sii nh i t dinh ciia nfldc My, bao quat 
chieu hudng phat tr i ln eiia nhflng thdi 
quen va t$p quan ehung, t h i hipn nhflng 
dae dilm chfnh cua xa hdi va con ngUdi My 
trong thdi dilm ma luan thuyet dd dUdc 
sinh ra. Dfiy la nhflng luan thuyet dUde 
hiu he't cac nha nghien cflu My vfin dung 
dl tim hilu ve d i t nUde va ccn ngUdi My va 
la "nhflng luan thuyet hflu ich nhi t , sang 
eua nha't, diy dii nhi t" (5). Nhim cung cip 
th§m mpt ngudn tham khao, tac gia bai 
vie't xin gidi thipu dUdi day mpt sd luan 
thuylt chfnh, cd ban mac du dUpc dUa ra tU 

thdi ky d iu nhUng gdp phin ly giai xac 
dang nin van minh ciia Hca Ky, va vin cd 
gia tri trong thdi dai hien nay 

Thuyet Nen Ddn chu (Democracy) 
ciia Alexis de Toequeville (6) nghien eUu 
cae the ehe cua My mpt each toan dipn de 
tu dd chl ra nhflng nguyen tic chinh chi 
phdi sU phat trien theo hUdng di len eiia xa 
hpi My ma tdi tan bay gid van cdn nhieu 
diem xac dang. Nhflng nguyen tic dd dl 
cao chu nghia tfl do, chii nghia ea nhan va 
tinh th in doe lap trong khi de xUdng mdt 
nen dan chu theo da so'. Quan toa dpc lap 
vdi quyln lUc chinh tri, nha bao hay ca 
nhan deu cd quyen tU do ngon luan, chinh 
quyen dia phUdng cd quyen tu tri dudi sfl 
kilm soat chat ehe ciia cii tri tUdng ddi ddc 
lap vdi chinh quyln trung Udng. NhU v^y, 
mpi quyen lUe deu thupc ve so'ddng (7). 

Tac phim "Nen Dan chii d My" ciia dng 
cd th i dUde coi la mpt cud'n sach tham khao 
bd ich ddi vdi b i t ky ai cd y dd giai ma 
nhflng nguyen tic cd ban eiia nen ehinh tri 
My dUdng dai. Sau khi md ta che dp va 
nghien cUu th i ehe cua nd mpt each ehi tiet 
va th iu dao, dng da ehi ra nhflng nguyen 
t ic ehinh lam nen tang cho sU phat trien 
eiia xa hpi nay. Cdng trinh ciia Toequeville 
da giup ban dpc hieu dUde nUde My d thdi 
dai eiia dng - thdi ky Tdng thd'ng Andrew 
Jackson. (Dng cung ehu y den tfnh nang 
dpng, thai dp nhiet tinh trong cdng viee va 
dac bipt la mpt xa hdi giau cd da biet each 
phan phdi mdt khdi lUdng tai san tap th i 
khdng id vdi ty le cao hdn danh cho mdi ea 
nhan. Ddng thdi dng cung eho ring, chii 
nghia binh quan kilu My cung la "mdi de 
dpa trong tUdng lai". Theo dng, xa hdi My 
vdi xu hudng chay theo ddng ti ln va sung 
sUdng vat chit vd ban dp t i t se din den sU 
xuit hien mpt t ing ldp giau ed ben canh 
t ing ldp ngh6o, va mpt giai cip quy tpc se 
lai nay sinh (8). Cdng trinh nghien cflu ciia 
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dng cung gdp phan cho ehung ta hieu dUde 
mdt mang eua sU phat t r i ln van hda My 
trong nhflng the ky sau dng. 

Thuyet Mien bien cUctng (Frontier) 
cua Frederick Jackson Turner (9) ndi v l 
nhflng ddt tien quan l in lUdt ciia nhflng 
ngUdi md dudng, chu trang trai, nhflng thd 
thu cong, rdi den thUdng nhan va nhflng 
ngUdi lam dich vu... sang mien Tay nUde My. 
Dang chu y khai niem "mien Tay - mien 
bien cUdng" b day khdng cd' dinh: nghia la 
bao gid ta cung d ve phfa Tay eua mdt ngUdi 
nao khic de rdi bien eUdng cU tien xa dan bd 
bien Dai Tay DUdng, bang qua miln Trung 
Tay rdi den mien Vien Tay va ket thuc qua 
trinh chiem linh hoan toan cac vung lanh 
thd cua nUde My ngay nay vao nam 1890. 
Cai lanh thd ludn chuyin dpng ay, ndi 
nhflng ngUdi tien phdng khai pha tiep xuc 
trUe tiep vdi d i t hoang va cac bd tdc da do -
thupc ve mpt nen van minh khae b in - da 
lam nay sinh nhflng each xii the mdi, gdp 
phin hinh thanh tinh each ciia dan tpc. 

Theo dng, nhflng ngUdi khai pha phai 
xoay sd mpi thU va hanh dpng theo ea tfnh 
rieng eiia minh, vi ldi fch ciia rieng minh, 
ddng thdi dUa vad nhflng ngUdi xung quanh 
de dam bae sU sd'ng cdn, va cung de giup hp 
khi cin. Hp da lam mpt viec tU giai phdng 
that sU, nhu cha dng hp da rdi bd chau Au 
de thoit khoi nhflng rang bude xa hdi. 

Day la mdt thuyet dUde nhilu nha 
nghien eUu sii dung dl giai thich cho cac 
dae dilm van hda My nhUng cung la mpt 
hpe thuyet bi ehi trich nhilu nhi t . Turner 
da giai thich nen van hda My bdi tinh th in 
cua nhflng ngUdi di tien phdng khai pha, va 
nhflng ngUdi phan bac dng cung phai thUa 
nhan: thuyet miln bien cUdng khdng giai 
thfeb dUde t i t ea, song nd dUa ra nen mdng 
cho mpt each ly giai tdng the, tuy khdng 
diy dii nhUng kha chat ehe. 

Theo Turner, nhflng ngUdi tien phong 
da thUe hipn nhflng cdng vipe tfl giai phong 
that sfl. Day se la diem xu i t phat hoac sfl 
ndi tiep cua xu hudng c i nhan chu nghia 
vd'n la mpt trong nhflng tfnh cich vflng bin 
n h i t cua van hda My, mpt bieu hipn nghi 
ky mpi t h i che cflng nhic, mpt y chf chi lam 
theo y minh. Theo tinh t h i n iy, ngUdi My 
phai cd mpt niem tin manh me, mpt ban 
nang hanh dpng lien tue, khdng sd rui ro. 
Nd cung the hien y mudn thUc sU dUdc 
phan quyen, ma che dp lien bang chi la hp 
qua eua y chf dd. 

Thuyet Miin bien cUcfng cua Jackson 
Turner cd the coi nhU la mpt phUdng phap 
khao sat, mpt can cfl xui t phat, mpt ciia 
md. DUde sii dung mpt cich than trpng, no 
se la mpt cdng cu dae bipt hflu hipu trong 
viec kien giai nhflng ngudn gdc va dac diem 
eiia van hda My (10). 

Thuyet Phdn vinh (Abundance) eua 
David Potter (11) ehflng minh sU phdn vinh 
anh hudng den tfnh cd dpng v l dia ly va xa 
hdi nUde My. Theo dng, nUdc My vdi nhilu 
vung d i t dai rpng ldn chUa dUpe khai thae -
chinh la sU phdn vinh, da tao nen ddng ed 
kfch thfch thuc day toan bd qua trinh phat 
trien cua nUde My. Thuyet Phdn vinh giai 
thich tfnh ed ddng ve xa hpi, cho r ing sfl 
phdn vinh tao nen sU binh d ing xa hpi va 
thay vi di tdi chu nghia binh quan tuyet 
ddi, nd da ddng vien sU tien bd ehung, tao 
ra sU lac quan va nudi sdng sU tien bp. 
Theo dng, sU phdn vinh ay gidng nhU "canh 
ciia md dan vao nhflng tai nguyen vd ban 
ma ehUa dUde ai khai thac". 

Thee David Pdtter, thi "ehii nghia binh 
quan" neu hi lu theo dung nghia ciia ngUdi 
My, se cd nghia la "binh d ing v l ed hpi" va 
phdn vinh cd tinh kfch thfch: b dd ludn cd 
sU chiem hflu mdi va nhflng ngUdi gioi nhi t 
se dUdc tiep can va hUdng thu nhflng thanh 
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qua trflde tien. Chfnh nhflng "tai nguyen" 
vl ed hpi iy da dUa lai va cung ed niem lac 
quan cho nhflng ngUdi md dUdng. Chfnh 
ehung cung lam giam nhp di cam giae ve sU 
thieu thdn d hien tai va tao dpng lUc de anh 
ta chip nhan mpt each tu nguyen vdi hy 
vpng ngay mai se tUdi sang hdn. Ong cung 
nhin manh ring, cai chf khai thac, tan 
dung tai nguyen hflu hinh va s in cd ciia 
d i t nfldc lam cho ngUdi My ddi khi ngoanh 
mat khdng quan tam den nhflng gi khdng 
cu the, khdng sd md thiy. 

Tuy nhien. Potter cung lUu y, sU phdn 
vinh sung tuc nay se din den nhflng he qua 
khdng liy gi lam vui ve lim. NgUdi My cfl 
mudn ea the gidi cung hUdng sU tdt dpp nhU 
hp nhUng lai khdng hilu r ing ngUdi ta khdng 
thi dat tdi mdt nen dan chu neu khdng cd 
mpt mfle dp sung tuc nhU My. NgUdi My le ra 
khdng nen xuit eang sU giau cd ciia minh eho 
cac qudc gia khae ma thay vao dd, nen ehi ra 
giup hp each khai thac hipu qua hdn ddi vdi 
nhflng ciia eai ma hp sd hflu. 

Thuyet Phon vinh ciia Potter thfle ra la 
8U tiep ndi va di xa hdn thuyet AfieVi biin 
cUcfng cua Turner. Potter da chi ra sU van 
dung qua trinh ma Turner de xUdng vao sU 
phat triln cdng nghipp va thUdng nghipp d 
nude My. Theo dng, sung tuc la mdt bieu 
hipn "niia vat chit, niia van hoa" eho ph6p 
lam sang td hdn nhflng nhan dinh phd bien 
vl nin van hda My ma nhflng nha nghien 
cflu khae dUa ra (12). 

Thuyet Da dang bdt dn (Pluaraliam 
inatable) cua Michael Kammen (13) chUng 
minh r ing van hda My cd dae diem ehii ylu 
la da dang b i t dinh. 6ng da dUa vac r i t 
nhieu nghich ly xui t hipn tren linh vUe van 
hda, nha't la cl thdi thupe dia ma dng nghien 
cflu. Kammen da nh in manh den tinh 
Ifldng th i cua van boa My - dd la hipn 
tflpng nhap eU vUa dung nap vUa chdi bd. 

Cd th i day la net nghich ly eiia ngUdi md 
dUdng, pha trpn ban nang tap quyen vdi 
chii nghia ca nhan, la dac diem xuyen suot 
lich sii xa hpi My. Su ddi lap ed tfnh hai 
mat trong chinh sach doi ngoai My, theo 
Kammen th i hipn d hinh anh con dai bang 
quip trong chan canh d liu va nhflng mui 
ten tren Dai i n ciia Lien bang My. 

Cae loai dau hieu hai mat iy tao ra mpt 
the ludng th i cd le ehUa d dau ed ma giai 
quyet dUde sU ddi nghich eua ehung thi lien 
ket dUdc ehung, he qua la ehung ta tha'y 
nen van hca My nhU mpt tap hdp da dang 
b i t dinh. Hdn nfla, sU eang thing gifla cae 
xu hudng t r i i ngUde lai tao thuan ldi de 
nen van hda My tdn tai va phat trien mpt 
each ddc lap tUdng ddi vdi nhflng nen van 
hda khae tren the gidi. 

Theo quan diem eiia Kammen, Lien 
bang My la mdt bai chien trUdng, mpt rUng 
ram van hda chi thoat ra bing sU dao thai 
tu nhien va lien tue (14). 

Thuyet Darwin xa hdi (15) - eho ring eon 
ngUdi sd'ng trong xa hpi cung theo quy luat 
dao thai nhu trong rUng ru, nhflng ngUdi phU 
hdp vdi hoan canh nhit se la nhflng ngUdi tdn 
tai dUde. Thuyet Darwin ve tU nhien da dUde 
mpt sd nha nghien cUu xa hpi phUdng Tay 
trong dd di diu la Herbert Spencer, ngUdi 
Anh. Nam 1851, dng da xuit ban cudn sach 
diu tien ve chii nghia tU ban canh tranh tU 
do eho r ing mdt hp thd'ng kinh te cd hieu qua 
can cho phdp canh tranh trong kinh doanh 
ma khdng ed sU can thiep eua nha nUdc. Theo 
Herbert Spencer thi canh tranh la quy luat 
ciia cupc sd'ng va chi nhflng ngUdi phu hdp vdi 
hoan canh nhi t se la nhflng ngUdi cdn sd'ng 
sdt, nhfliig ngUdi khdng phu hdp cin din din 
dUdc loai bd vi hp khdng ed kha nang canh 
tranh. Va chinh phu khdng nen can thipp vao 
qua trinh nay, bdi vi nhU vay la se gay can trd 
cho qua trinh van minh hda (16). 
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Hpc thuyet nay cung ly giai cho tfnh 
canh tranh eao trong xa hpi My. Theo each 
giai thieh cua thuyet Darwin xa hpi thi 
nUde My ludn ludn tdn tai cac cupc chay 
dua dl thfch nghi va d l gianh chien thing. 
Ke manh nud't chvfng ke yeu, khdn thi sd'ng 
nhUng nhflng ke tdn tai dUde lai giup ngUdi 
yeu dUng day. Ke th ing theo dung luat thi 
dUde coi trpng edn neu th ing bing thu 
doan xa'u thi bi kinh miet. Tuy nhien, dieu 
quan trpng la quyen binh dang eae cd may 
phai dUde duy tri. 

Thuyet nay phU hdp vdi chu nghia tU do. 
Nd thUa nhan chii nghia banh trUdng: vi 
day dUdc coi la phan thUdng chfnh dang 
eho ke th ing cupc. Nd mac nhien yeu ciu 
cd sU thfch Ung de ludn ed nhflng cupc khdi 
hanh mdi, nd gin chat vdi tinh th in lac 
quan va dung cam ciia ngUdi My (17). Day 
la mpt trong nhflng thuyet dUde nhieu nha 
triet hpc va xa hpi sii dung gdp phin ly giai 
eho tu tudng nUdc ldn cua ngUdi My. 

Ngodi cac thuyet chu yeu neu tren, mpt 
so' thuyet khae cung dUde de cap tuy khdng 
phd bien nhU thuyet Ndng bdn 
(Agrarianisme) cua Jefferscn, thuyet Thiic 
dung (pragmatism) eua Williams James 
hay Su va chgm cua cdc nen vdn minh (the 
Clash of civilizations) eiia Huntingtcn... 
Cac hpc thuyet ly giai ve van hda My cua 
cae nha nghien eUu d cac thdi dai khic 
nhau da cd nhflng sU ke thUa, hpc tap l in 
nhau va s ing tao dl dUa ra nhflng each ly 
giai sao eho thda dang ve xa hpi My, con 
ngUdi My, van hda My. Vi vay, khi phan 
tich va nghien cUu dac diem van hda My, 
khdng the chi phu thupe vao mpt thuyet ed' 
dinh ma cin ed each giai thich tdng quat, 
bdi vi moi thuyet dd ehi phan anh dUdc mdt 
gdc dp eiia xa hpi My, phu thupc vao boi 
canh sinh ra ehung, va "doi khi ehung xd 
cUng den mUc chi ly giai met tang van hda 
nao ciia thdi diem iy, chU khdng ly giai 

dUde cac t ing van hda tiep theo" (18). Dilu 
edt ldi d day la can tim tha'y met hudng chii 
dao gdi md cho cie nha nghien cflu. 
2. Ly giai "ch i nghia ca nhan" theo 
goc do mot so hoc thuyet lich sijf va 
van hoa 

Chii nghia ca nhan la mpt gia tri van 
hda dac trUng nhi t , g in nhU khdng the 
thieu khi ndi den lich sii van minh Hoa Ky. 
Nd dUde Udm mim trdng long xa hpi My tfl 
nam 1620 vdi lan sdng cac Cha theo Thanh 
giao cap tien di dan sang My nhim trdn 
t r inh sU dan ap tdn giao cua chfnh phii 
chau Au va tim mdt manh dat truyin giao 
mdi. Chu nghia ea nhan d My ed ngudn gdc 
tu chau Au nhung dUde nudi dUdng va phat 
trien trong mpt mdi trUdng tU nhien thuan 
ldi hdn nen khdng edn mang ban sic khdi 
thuy nfla. Chu nghia ca nhan la mpt yeu td 
edt ldi cua ban sic dan tdc My. Nd va 
nhflng tu tudng phat sinh ra nd da lUu diu 
trong ddi sd'ng cung nhU mpi hanh vi flng 
xii cua ngUdi My. Vi vlly, vdi mue dfch lam 
ro cae each ly giai khae nhau cua cac hoc 
thuyet ddi vdi mot dac trUng trong nin van 
minh My, t ic gia xin lay chu nghia ca nhan 
lam vf du chUng minh. 

Chu nghia ca nhan va vipe d l cao vai trd 
ca nhan ciia ngUdi My dUde hieu theo hai 
nghia, mpt la ed tfnh chit khae bipt so vdi 
ngUdi khae, lam mpi viec theo each rieng cua 
minh; hai la de cao vai trd cua ea nhan trong 
xa hpi (19). Theo nghia thfl nhit, mpt nen 
van hda de cao vai trd tiing ca th i va tinh ca 
nhan tbUdng theo quan dilm minh la duy 
nhi t va rat khae biet vdi cac nin van hda 
khae. Dieu nay tUdng Ung vdi vipe nUde My tfl 
eho minh la mpt ngoai lp, va ngoai lp nay ludn 
hdn b in eae qudc gia khae tren t h i gidi. Theo 
nghia thfl hai, chii nghia ca nhan cd nghia "\k 
sfl khang dinh cac quyen eua ca nhan va tflng 
nhdm doi lap vdi tap thi", va md rpng ra la 
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"bao hd cac thfle the van hda nho chdng cac 
thfle thi ldn" (20). Dd khdng phai la sU ich ky 
ma la moi ca nhan can phai thanh cong dl 
dUa ea xa hdi cung tien len. Ddi vdi My, chii 
nghia ca nhan dung d ea hai nghia. Tuy 
nhien, moi mot nha Hoa Ky hpe lai van dung 
hpe thuyet cua minh de giai thfch chii nghia 
ea nhdn theo mpt nhan quan rieng cua minh 
tuy thupe va dien bien cua dat nUdc. 

Trong t ie phim "Ddn chu d My", Alexis 
de Toequeville lap luiin r ing, chu nghia ca 
nhan eua My la ket qua t i t yeu eiia nen 
dan ehu va sU cdng bing. Ong nhan xdt 
ring: "Tdi da chi ro mfle dp binh ding khi 
mpi ngUdi deu tim kiem y kien cua minh 
ngay trong chfnh ban than hp; va den nay 
tdi se ehi rd nhflng tinh cam eiia eon ngUdi 
hudng den ban than minh nhU the nao" 
(21). Ong cung phan biet khai niem mdi ve 
hanh vi nay ciia con ngUdi vdi tinh ich ky 
ea nhan vd'n cd. Dl neu rd sU khae biet gifla 
ehii nghia ea nhan My vdi tfnh fch ky, ong 
khing dinh: "Chii nghia ea nhan la mpt suy 
nghi chin chin va binh tinh, nd thue diy 
mdi thanh vien eiia cdng ddng tfl phuc vu 
ban than minh va tu tach minh ra khdi gia 
dinh va ban bd eua minh, de khi anh ta tao 
dUdc cho minh mpt chut it nao dd eho ban 
than, anh ta se s in sang rdi bd xa hpi ndi 
ehung" (22). Toequeville da cho ring: "Khi 
dieu kipn xa hpi trd nen cdng bing hdn, se 
ed mpt sd ngay eang ldn ngUdi cd trinh dp 
giao due va may min tU thoa man nhu ciu 
eua minh, mac du hp khdng dii giau va 
khong du quyen lUe den mUc ed the gay 
anh hudng den ban be va ngUdi xung 
quanh. Hp khdng h i nd b i t ky ai, hp ehi cd 
thdi quen thUdng tU eci minh la duy nha't, 
va hp bupe phai tu nghi r ing van menh ciia 
hp nim trong chfnh tay hp" (23). 

Tuy nhien, Toequeville da th i hipn hai 
each suy nghi khae nhau vl chu nghia ea 
nhan My. Trfcb din sau eho ehung ta thiy 

rd hdn mat yeu cua viec de cao ea nhan cua 
ngudi My: "Cac cdng ddng dan chu... 
thudng xuyen chip nhan nhflng ngfldi say 
me vdi quyen Iflc mdi cila minh, mac du 
hdm qua, khi hp den vin chi dUa hoan toan 
vao dieu kipn ddc lap cua hp. Hp tan hudng 
sU tu tin qua mfle vao sflc manh cua ban 
than, va do hp khdng nghi la cd nhflng 
trUdng hdp hp cin phai dUa vao sU giup dd 
cua ngudi khae, hp khdng he din do th i 
hien la hp khdng quan tam den ai ngoai 
ban than hp" (24). 

Cdn ddi vdi nha sii hpc Federick 
Jackson Turner thi nhflng kinh nghiem 
ban diu trong viec diu tranh tdn tai va sau 
dd la trdng trpt tren vung di t rpng va 
hoang vu da ed mpt anh hfldng sau sic va 
lau bin ddi vdi tfnh each My. Nd ciing cd 
eho tinh th in ddc lap, bdi vi nhflng con 
ngUdi tien phong da di trUde ea ehinh phii. 
No doi hdi hp phai ed tinh thin ddc lap va 
tu tin. Nd khuyen khich tfnh binh dang: 
nhflng gi mpt ca nhan cd the lam ed t im 
quan trpng hdn ban than hp hay gia dinh 
bp la ai. Nd tao nen dflc tfnh lien tuc, dd la 
"mud'n tiln len tiep" ma nhieu ngUdi vin 
thiy d ngUdi My hipn nay. Nd lam eho 
ngUdi My s in sang "dflng day va bUdc di" 
den mpt ndi nao dd vi mdt dieu gi tdt hdn. 
Nd tao ra mdt mUe dp nao dd dflc tfnh 
ngang budng bdi vi nhflng ngUdi yeu va 
khdng dii sUc manh sd khdng tdn tai d vung 
d i t d iu tien. Va cudi cung, cd th i nd da gdp 
phin phat triln mpt tinh each ma thUdng 
dupe ngUdi My nhic den - dd chinh la ehu 
nghia ca nhan. Ong nhan xdt "chinh nhd 
ngUdi tien phong ma tri tup My tao nen 
nhflng dac tinh dang chu y eua minh. Dd 
ehinh la sU thd thiln (coarseness) eiia sflc 
manh phdi hdp vdi sfl sic xao va long ham 
me, chinh la quyet dinh thfle te va sang 
tao, nhanh ehdng tim kiem dieu cd ich... 
chfnh la sfl nhanh ehdng n im bit, mac du 
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thieu tfnh nghe thuat nhUng cd day du sUc 
manh de t ic dpng den cic mue dfch ldn, 
chfnh la nang lUc khdng he met mdi va 
khdng biet lo ling, va chinh la chii nghia ca 
nhan ndi trdi phan d iu vi ca dieu td't l in 
dieu xa'u d tren vung dat nay..." (25). 

Cach nhin nhan nay n h i n manh den sU 
thd d eua eon ngUdi tien phong ddi vdi sU 
quan ly cua chinh phu, ma trong nhieu 
trUdng hdp, anh ta cd the se sit dung luat 
phap vao mue dieh eua minh vk s in sang 
ap dat trat tu len xa hpi mien bien cUdng. 
Quan diem nay cung de cap tinh eUdng 
quyet the hien quyen dUde lam ngUdi My -
dd la quyen dUde thach thfle lai chfnh phii 
tai toa an, thdng qua hoat ddng ciia cic td 
ehflc hoac van ddng tranh cii Tdng thd'ng 
hoac vao Qud'e hpi, va thdng qua hpi nghi, 
cac cupc trao ddi, eae sang kien ca nhan... 
"Chu nghia ca nhan cua My da tao dieu 
kien cho sfl linh boat trong cac cdng viee 
eiia chfnh phii. Chinh dilu nay gdp phin 
han ehe dUde kha nang nay sinh cua mpt 
he thd'ng gay can trd cho sU van hanh ciia 
chinh phu va t i t ea nhflng bieu hien l im 
ldi vd'n la hau qua cua nhflng y tudng thieu 
trinh dp van minh phat trien. Trong bdi 
canh nay cung nen nhd den anh hUdng cua 
dieu kien d vUng tien phong trong viee eho 
phep thUc hien cac mdi quan he kinh 
doanh linh boat, duy tri mdt he thd'ng ngan 
hang k h i mao hilm tdn tai cung vdi ddng 
tien giay vd'n lam phat" (26). 

Theo thuyet phdn vinh cua David Potter 
thi chu nghia ca nhan chinh la ket qua ciia 
sU phdn vinh va den lUpt nd se dan den mpt 
y thUe tap th i dac bipt. Trong tac pham ciia 
minh, dng da lap luan r ing dilu kien kinh 
te phdn thinh eua nUdc My cd dieu kipn 
khing dinh vi tri ciia minh trong xa hpi. 
Ddng thdi, nh im khing dinh vi trf ciia 
minh, con ngUdi trd nen canh tranh vdi 
nhau. Theo dng, ve nhan chiing hpc ciu tao 

con ngUdi My cung cd nhflng diem tUdng tU 
nhu nhflng ngUdi gd'e nhap cU nhUng chinh 
dieu kien kinh te ddi dao da tao nen dac 
tfnh de eao ca nhan trong cpng dong va xa 
hpi. Ong cho r i ng con ngUdi My dUde sinh 
ra d mpt dilu kien khae so vdi nhflng ngUdi 
dan d nUde khic . Su giau cd va thinh vUdng 
da lam eho ngUdi My cd t h i lUc tdt hdn, va 
ed t h i thUe hipn dUdc nhflng Udc mudn ca 
nhan cua minh de dang hdn vi ban than hp 
da dUdc nudi dUdng trong mpt mdi trUdng 
thuan ldi hdn (27). Chfnh vi mue dich khai 
thac tai nguyen cd hieu qua, khuynh hUdng 
tap quyln dUde diy nhanh, phat trien 
manh trong thdi ky tU ban cdng nghipp. Vi 
vay, tu do va kinh doanh diu la nhflng con 
de phu thupc vao sU phdn vinh 

Chii nghia ca nhan b Hoa Ky dUdc hoan 
thien them bing cac hpc thuyet ra ddi sau 
nay ve chii nghia da nguyen, chii nghia tfl 
do va ehii nghia binh quan, bieu hipn b sfl 
bao vp tfnh da dang va binh ding, nilm tin 
r ing mpi ea the deu ed cung mpt xui t phat 
diem, cung cd hpi ngang b ing nhau de tfl 
do the hipn kha nang va canh tranh cdng 
bang trong cupc chay dua ve phia trUdc. L<?i 
fch ea nhan khdng phai ehi mang tfnh vi ky 
tieu cUe, ma trong anh mau nhipm ciia hpc 
thuyet Thanh giao cip tien va hao quang 
eiia ehii nghia ca nhan, nd trd thanh mpt 
dpng lUe dang tU hao cua xa hpi My. Ca 
nhan dUde Uu tien. Ca nhan la tdi quan 
trpng. Y nghia eiia viec ldi fch ca nhan dUdc 
tdn trpng va bao toan nh im thiic diy sU 
binh dang va tU do trong mpt xa hpi da 
dang. T i t ca mpi y tUdng, mpi khuynh 
hudng eua mpi trudng phai deu cd kha 
nang dUdc d l xui t va thUc hipn nhU nhau. 

Vdi ta't ea nhflng npi dung da dUpc dl 
cap trong bai viet nay, cd th i rut ra mpt ket 
luan r ing cac nha sii hpe My, dUa tren mpt 
nen tang tri thUe hp dUde thUa hUdng se 
tiep tuc dUa ra cac each giai thfch khae 
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nhau ve lich sii va van boa Hoa ky. Cac 
luan thuyet do hp san sinh ra cd the khdng 
de dUde chip nhan trong thdi ky nd xuit 
hipn hoac khdng du sflc ly giai cho mpt 
khia canh, mdt giai doan nhUng tdng hdp 
lai nd tao nen mpt nen tang ly lufin phong 
phii eho cae nha nghien cflu ve nUde My. Vi 
vfiy, vin d l dat ra cho gidi nghien cflu d My 
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