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SUMMARY
Reading is a great way leading people to the woflénowledge. One’s reading competence,
however, may be affected by many factors such @sdaiding habit, reading interest or types of
reading materials used and so on. This descriptveelational study attempts to analyse some key
factors and establish relationship between theilprof students to their reading competence. The
study sought to answer the question of whetheethez any significant ralationships between the
profile of students and their competence in readinglish texts. The respondents of the study
were 66 English major students of the College aéi8m®s, Thai Nguyen University in the first
semester of the academic year 2010-2011. The fisdirevealed that there is significant
relationship between reading comprehension abdityl vocabualry ability, types of reading
materials used during lesson, location of high ethdnich graduated from.
Key words: Factors, reading competence, vocabulary abilitgngficantly related, English major
students, College of Sciences, Thai Nguyen Untyersi

INTRODUCTION subject in many schools from primary to
In Vietnam, since 1975, the teaching and college. Especially, since 2006 with the great
learning of foreign languages have event: Vietnam joined World Trade
experienced many great changes. Year 19860ganization, which remarked the turning
was seen as an important turning point for point of the country in the globalization
Vietnam, because in that year the Communistprocess, English has considerably confirmed
Party of Vietnam approved the policy of its prime role in the association trend.
renovation. Vietnam decided to expand its Studying English is not only an opportunity
relations with all foreign countries but also the duty of almost Viethnamese
irrespective of different political systems and students in order to adjust themselves to the
to adopt a market-oriented economy. As achanges of the world, the area in general and
result, foreign language subjects were takenthe country in particular.

into  consideration. The role of foreign However, to master this language is not as
languages in national development was straightforward as it appears to be.

recognized. Vietnamese learners certainly face numerous
Nguyen, H.C (2007) stated that the current unavoidable difficulties such as lack of

foreign language education policy encouragesqualified teachers, learning and teaching
the teaching and learning of a variety of materials, standard teaching and learning
foreign languages, with an emphasis on facilities and so on. It cannot denied there is
English. English is recognized as the most poor quality of teaching and learning English
important foreign language. The Prime in Vietnam, especially in rural areas although

Minister's Order confirmed the central status English learners are of great quantity. This
of English in foreign language education S€ems to be the consequence of the traditional

policy. As a result, English has been methods of teaching and learning existing for

considered an ideal choice of majority of the 10ng in the country.

Vietnamese and has become compulsoryln recent years, communicative approach
which considers the development of all four
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writing, has been applied in teaching English. SUBJECT AND METHODOLOGY

Thus, the process of teaching and learningThe research uses the descriptive corelational
foreign languages especially English has hadmethod to establish relationship between the
new achievements. However, for several competence of the students in terms of
reasons, there still exist many chanlenges andeading comprehension and vocabulary ability
difficulties for both teachers and learners of tg their profile. The respondents of this study
English. Among the four skills, reading is the were 66 freshmen English major students at
input  skill through which one gets the College of Sciences during the first
information to provide materials for others. semester of the academic year 2010-2011.
Sheila (2006) stated that Reading is the keyThe  gata gathered were described
that unlocks the door in the world of gaistically using frequency, percentage,
enjoyment. Reading is perhaps the moStyng rank: and inferentially analyzed using

important language skill to develop in all pearson r, Chi-square test of correlation at a
learners, requiring a permanent process.threshold P-value of 0.05.
Therefore, reading should become EINDINGS

indispensable to learners because if they do i o

not learn reading especially from the The following are the findings of the study:
beginning, they would surely find difficulty in 1. The profile of the respondents implied that
learning other skills. However, few learners female dominated the foreign language
even teachers realise its vital role. Most of learning. Most of the respondents were at the
English learners have poor reading habits andage of 19 to 20 — the appropriate age of
negative attitudes toward reading. However, college level according to Vietnam education
even motivated learners soon  lose theirsystem, lived in small family with a rather
interests in reading the texts. This is becausdow monthly income of 3 million VND and
of the fact that there has not been a thoroughPelow. Most of the respondents’ parents were
analysis on all factors related to reading. farmers and reached at high school. Fifty
Teachers and learners, therefore, are unable téhree (53) students like to read interesting
find good solutions for their remaining topics only. Fifty eight (58) out of 66 wished
problems in reading teaching and learning. 0 know more about the world through
In the College of Sciences, the similar reading. Forty eight (27.43%) were most

L - - interested in love story. The teacher and
23‘;\7;;?ntﬁ ;;SttieA(;gggpcghg t?lzéeiglggj (Teed materials as indicated by 25.73% and 25.15%

most of English major students have good respectively were the factors considered most
i 0
attitude toward reading skills. However, their to have motivated them. Also, 33 or 50 % of

. X . . the 66 students reported that the games used
reading results varies on the reading topics as_ _.. . -
. . motivated them most. There were in addition
well as the types of reading materials used. In . . . .
. ) : . to holding discussion before and after reading
addition, they find  information from the

reading selections are not of their concern andals revealed by 28.20% and 27.48 %
9 ._respectively. The students, somehow, viewed

the'z”readlng _tasks designed beyond thelrgames as an incentive or inspiration in
abilities, which  cannot attract them. dealing with the text to get rid of stress and
Gradually, they n.eglect' to improve and feel more relaxed. Another technique that
develop their reading skills. appealed the students were holding discussion
In order to solve the problem, long-term pefore and after reading which accounted for
solutions are therefore necessary. The28.24% and 27.48% respectively. The students
researcher would like to analyse some factorsexpected much from reading. The highest
affecting  students’reading  abilites and frequency fell on to build up a rich
hopefully offers to the learners of The College vocabulary (26.79 percent). Ranked second
of Sciences some recommendations to improvewas to know more necessary grammatical
their reading comprehension skills. structure which reached 21.43%.
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2. Level of reading competence The study failed to show any significant
of correlation between reading comprehension
ability and students’ profiles with respect to

competence of the students in reading : _ 1 re
hensi d bul Kill age, size of family, monthly family income,
comprenension and vocabtiary SIS Were gender, educational attainment of mother,

quite high with the mean of 6.53 (reading topics of interest in reading, educational
comprehension)The grade ranged from 3 to attainment of father, types of high school they
8 (reading comprehension) and 3 to 9 graduated from, Profession of father,
(vocabulary skills). The most popular grade in profession of mother; the obtained P-values
reading Comprehension was 7 with the of 0826, 0246, 0472, 0220, 0.551, 0:974,
frequency of 29 and in vocabulary skills were 0-322, 0.635, 0.400, and 0.725 respectively,

; being higher than the threshold P-value of
7.and 8 with the frequency of 19 and 18. 0.05 which indicates that there was very little

3. Relationships evidence against the null hypothesis. The null
Table 1 shows the significance of relationship hypothesis was, therefore, accepted.

between reading comprehension ability andTable 2 showed the significance of
personal factors. relationship between reading comprehension
ability and academic factors.

The findings revealed that significant relation
existed between reading comprehension

The results implied that the level

The findings revealed that significant relation
existed between reading comprehension
abll(;ty and Iozatlondoffhlgh. schhool :)vh!ch(j'[he ability and vocabulary ability, types of
students graduated from; the obtained P-io5qing materials used during lesson: the

values of 0.014, being less than the thesholdgptained P-values of 0.024 and 0.050, being
P-value of 0.05. Thus, the foregoing null |ess than the theshold P-value of 0.05. Thus,
hypothesis was rejected. the foregoing null hypothesis was rejected.

Table 1 Relationship between reading competence and pefrsactars

Variables tested for Statistical - P-value/ . .
A Statistical value o Verbal interpretation
relatioship tool critical value
Reading comprehension
ability and
a. Age r -0.028 0.826 Not Significant
b. Size of the family r -0.145 0.246 Not Significant
¢. monthly family income r 0.090 0.472 Not Significant
d. gender chi-square 1.505 0.220 Not Significant
rGe.a;rd(?ﬁglgcs of interest in chi-square 0.496 0.974 Not Significant
;éﬁw(ll;catlonal attainment of chi-square 4.680 0.322 Not Significant
%Olfggrcatlonal attainment of chi-square 1.193 0.551 Not Significant
g};jylf;zg&g%h school chi-square 0.226 0.635 Not Significant
Is.ttggitt?grc;jtgtigﬁrgg chi-square 8.561 0.014 Significant
k. Profession of father 1.833 0.400 Not Significant
I. profession of mother chi-square 0.642 0.725 Not Significant

Legend: If P-value <0.05, and statistical value =xitical value, reject Ho (significant) at level of
significance 5%. Otherwise, fail to reject Ho ( sagnificant)
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Table 2: Relationship between reading competence and acadawtors

Variables tested for Statistical Statistical P- value / . .
e . Verbal interpretation
relatioship tool value critical value
Reading
comprehension ability
and
a. Vocabulary ability r 0.278 0.024 Significant
b. Frequency in reading r -0.229 0.065 Not Significant

c. Length of time spent

. : . r 0.037 0.765 Not Significant
in one reading session

d. Types of reading chi-square 0.104 0.949 Not Significant
materials used at home

e. Types of reading

materials used during chi-square 9.500 0.050 Significant

lesson

The study failed to show any significant Next, enriching activities is very essential to

correlation between reading comprehensioninvolve students in the learning activities. The

ability and academic factors with respect to teacher should create a relaxed and supportive
frequency in reading, length of time spents in to encourage students. Also, in order to

one reading session, types of readingénhance the English classroom atmosphere
materials used at home; the obtained P-valueand encourage learning, some kind of written

of 0.065, 0.765, and 0.949 respectively, beinglangguage input appealing the eyes and the
higher than the threshold P-value of 0.05 mind such as: advertisements, interesting
which indicates that there was very little artisles, warnings, bulletin boards, pictures,

evidence against the null hypothesis. The nullPuppets drawings and photos should be
hypothesis was, therefore, accepted. posted on the walls of the classroom. In that

CONCLUSIONS way, the students are surrounded by items that
resemble the culture of the target language

therefore concluded that there was significant enyironment or learning which  strongly

relation between reading comprehension stimulate their reading.
ability and vocabulary ability, types of

di " d during | | . _Besides, the teacher should introduce the
reading materials used during lesson, locationgy,qeng interesting texts of different types

of high school graduated from; but none with _ genres. These can be taken from the
respect to age, size of family, monthly family pe\yspaper or download from internet. It is
income, frequency in reading, time spent in jnhqrtant that the materials should be of their
one reading session, gender, types of readingaourite topics and organised and relevant to
materials used at home, educational syygents’ world knowledge and experience.
attainment of mother, topics of interest in Moreover, it is important that teachers should

[eadlngf, h'e (;I]ucar'ﬁlonlal agtal?rge;nt of father, exploit the advantages of games and visual
ypes o high school graduated from. aids such as music, pictures, maps, or

RECOMMENDATION handouts to motivate the students at any stage
In the light of the foregoing conclusions, the of the lesson to regain enthusiasm.
following recommendations are advanced:  Further more, teachers should select appropriate

Firstly, the teacher can motivate learners by reading materials for students because there is a
varying activities, tasks and materials to big gap among students graduating from
increase their interest level. Warm-up schools in different areas. A thorough
activities at the beginning of the lesson are consideration should be taken to students
very necessary to motivate them. graduating from schools in rural areas.
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CAC NHAN T O ANH HUGNG DPEN KHA NANG PQC CUA SINH VIEN
CHUYEN NGANH Tl ENG ANH TRUONG PAI HQC KHOA H QC,

PAI HQC THAI NGUYEN

Phan Thi Hoa
Truong Pai hoc Khoa lvc —PH Thai Nguyén

Doc la nhu &u tat yéu dé c6 tri thic. Tuy nhién kh ning doc cia mbi nguoi lai bi anh hrong boi

nhiéu nhan & nhu théi quen, & thich, hay tai Bu doc ma k sr dung,... Dodd, nghién Gu nay
tap trung vao Wc phan tich cac nhah &nh hrong dén kha ning doc va tim ra i quan 1§ giira
cac nhand d6 wi kha nang doc tai ligu tiéng Anh dia sinh vién vait d6 dé xuat cac gii phapdé

day va hyc ky ning doc dat hi¢u qua cao.Ddi tugng aia nghién @u 1a 66 sinh vién nganhétig
Anh truong Pai hoc Khoa hyc, Pai hoc Thai Nguyén ga hc ky | nam hoc 2010-2011. Kt qua
nghién &u cho thy kha ning doc c6 ndi quan I chit ché véi vén tr vung aia sinh vién, lai tai

liéu doc dugc Sr dung trén &p va ving hay khuuc truong phd théng ma sinh viéda 6t nghigp
truc thupc.

Tir khéa: Nhan o, khi nang doc, wn tr vieng, moi quan K¢ chat ché, sinh vién nganhdng Anh,
Truong Pai hoc Khoa hvc- Pai hoc Thai Nguyén
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