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THE EFFECTIVENESS OF USING PICTURES
TO IMPROVE ENGLISH WRITING SKILLS
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ABSTRACT
The Experimental method refers to a method th&gs@n controlled methods, random assignment
and the manipulation of variables to test a hypgitheln this study, it refers to an innovative
method - the picture showing method of the researtb find out the effectiveness of using
pictures in enhancing the writing skills.
Key words: Experimental method, Picture showing method, Impg\English Writing Skills,
Motivation, Learner Success.

In this paper, the author will analyze the value interpretations provides plenty of room for
of using pictures in assisting students to learnwriters to exercise their creativity and is
the English writing skills, and demonstrate especially useful for stimulating divergent
the connection between active learning and original writing with a group”. This does
theories and the use of the picture showingnot seem reasonable. Such pictures can
method in the classroom. confuse easily. On the contrary, pictures

Active learning is a theory of Thorndike [11]. Should contain relevant details so that
He proposed letting children learn by students can understand all the events, people,

themselves, rather than receiving instruction Places and other details which stimulate them
from teachers: “The lecture and to take part in writing activities. Teachers
demonstration methods represent an approaci§hould provide situations which make the
to a limited extreme in which the teacher lets Pictures clear, too. Strong outlines and
the student find out nothing which he could contrast in tone and color are important in
possible be told or shown.” helping to avoid ambiguity.

Van Der Werff. J [4] showed that pictures are Vivid, colorful, beautifully designed and
sources of varied classroom activities in the carefully chosen pictures always work well in
areas of speaking, listening, grammar, the classroom and make students more eager

vocabulary, and writing. With pictures the 0 write. Also, pictures chosen for writing
teacher can provide students with more Must be attractive to catch the attention of the
vocabulary on the topic needed to write, students from the beginning since the first
inspire imagination in students, enrich and impression is very important. “A good
widen students’ knowledge. This enables Peginning makes a good ending”.

them to produce ideas that are more Goodman. J [2] stated that pictures really help
interesting, as well as to practice grammar to reduce preparation time. Sets of pictures

structures effectively. can be re-used, especially if teachers can
Using picture showing method in the laminate them, and can be used at any level in
classroom classes for kids, teenagers, exam classes and

White, RV and Arndt [12] stated that “The adults following general or business courses.

more detailed and explicit the materials the YWhen it comes to using pictures in class, the
less room for the writer to use the Key pointis not to limit the students to typical
imagination. Material that is vague, Class activities and writing exercises. Students

ambiguous and open to numerous Need as much English writing practice as they
can get. Pictures help teachers and students

" Tel: 0972602878; Email: luckytn85@gmail.com enjoy more dynamic lessons while reducing
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teacher preparation. Pictures are all around, inAs a teacher of English, the researcher is fully
the street, at work, at home and even inaware of useful techniques in motivating the
leisure time, so why not in the classroom as students to participate in writing activities as

well? They set the scene or context, and are gnuch as possible so that their writing skills
key resource. will improve. Among the techniques, the use

. . e of available pictures is recognized as one of
Learning as a foreign language is difficult and o pest and the most efficient techniques.
studying the ways to apply it in dailly \yih 3 view to using pictures in the
communication is even more comphc_:ate_d. classroom, the researcher would like to find
This holds true in Viet Nam where English is

. . t the i i i ied i
taught and studied as a foreign language. ThqalL:itin;I:an;spc?r% of using pictures as applied in

strategies of teaching English in high schools , _ ,
have a great influence on the capacity of the Why the Picture-showing method is

students in further study of English. A person 'mportant

is considered to be literate in a language onlyUsing visual aids particularly pictures, can be
if she or he can speak and write it. As a result,useful and beneficial to both teachers and
both writing and speaking should be students in language teaching and learning.

considered as equally important skills. The primary benefit is that the use of
Improving English Writing Skills pictures speeds up the lesson. It brightens

This paper emphasizes writing skills for the UP the classroom and makes the classroom
reason that writing has occupied a significant Moreé  dynamic  through ~ more  varied
area in school curricula for many centuries. In activities, thus making the environment
addition, the skill of writing is defined as a more conducive for learning. Classrooms
means to an end in every process of languagé® not always as lively and interesting as
learning. Therefore, it is undeniable that t€achers want them to be. Given this, the
writing is a very important skill in learning Use of pictures is a good way of energizing
English. However, even some students whothe classroom. It makes the classroom more
are able to speak fluently still find it difficult ~attractive by creating various activities, and
to write or express ideas in the simplest way. Serves as a new focus of interest and a
Furthermore, writing is not only a life-long Ssource of new lessons taught in a more
practice skill but more importantly a interesting manner. And with that the
productive skill. Therefore, this important Students are expected to become more eager
skill should be taught gradually, carefully and for knowledge resulting in a faster pace of
continuously [6] the lesson. [10].

The students’ progress in learning English is Secondly, pictures help students to learn
often measured by written examination and, language by means of the real and living
of course, includes writing. Because of the applications. In fact, pictures alone can provide
great significance of writing as a skill, the contexts which would not otherwise be
teachers should pay more attention in finding available to the students unless one pays more
suitable and effective methods and techniquesattention to the  classroom  discussion.
for the improvement of teaching writing to Discussion inside the classroom and visual aids,
high school students. such as pictures, can make the explanation of

The important factors in the attitude of both Certain contexts and concepts easier [5].
teachers and students are having the rightThirdly, pictures can help students develop
attitude towards writing, how teachers the four language skills at the same time.
prioritize the skill in their respective fields, Pictures as W.R Lee and Cophen. H stated [9]
whether teachers put the writing skills' role in not only “stimulate learners to speak the
the right position in their teaching methods, language as well as to read and write it” but
and also how teachers encourage theiralso stimulate them to listen more. In other
students to write and practice the skill words, pictures encourage students to make
continuously. active use of the language they are learning.
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Fourthly, “pictures enrich the classroom by Conclusion

bringing topics from the outside world which pjctyres contribute much to English language

are made real and immediate”[1]. A foreign teaching. They are especially valuable for
language is believed to be best learned bywriting activities.  However,  careful

learning about the daily lives and cultures of .5 sideration should be given to choosing

those who speak it as a home language.rejeyant and appropriate pictures that present

Pictures can create an active leaming 5 the points required to make the use of
atmosphere. The main importance of wWriting pietres in writing activities a successful
is that it helps students to learn. Writing new endeavor

words and structures helps students to _ .
remember them: and as writing is done more 1€ Use of pictures to develop the writing
skills of students is very stimulating and

slowly and carefully than speaking, written ; i *
practice helps to focus students’ attention on€Ncourages more students in their writing
activities. With this premise, the use of

what they are learning. Thus, writing to learn. < _
pictures should be incorporated every now

“It is asserted that students show more : :
- . ) and then to the lesson presentation in all
positive behaviors in schools where they feel : : . .
classroom settings especially in learning

the sense of belonging and support. =~ .. . . .
writing in the English language. Using
Moreover, they are more successful when .
relevant pictures on the wall of every

they are engaged in instructional activities classroom. setting would enhance students'
designed in tandem with their own lives and . A g W : .
imagination and facilitate their learning.

cultures.” [7] . .
Based on “English methodology"[8], there are Th? preparathn of mpdules for the' effect.|ve
utilization of pictures in classroom discussion

some important guiding principles to keep in .
mind while teaching writing. These strategies IS ?"SO encourage_d. 'I_'he modules, based_ on
their level of application, would have their

inform the production of sentence - level, .
paragraph - level and essay - level texts; OWN impact and students would learn and

classroom activities should be set up so thatMProve their writing skills through the ideas
students are unconsciously practicing one&nd concepts given in the modules.

particular writing skill; the learner's A more extensive study on the effectiveness
knowledge, interests and feelings are of using pictures to improve the other
important and need to be encouraged andEnglish language skills is also proposed, as
built upon; learners should be free from well as a follow-up study of the same nature
authority, prescription, overt correctness and,to be conducted in the presentation of
according to some in the humanistic lessons using pictures.

movement, free_ from the imposition of REFERENCES
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HIEU QUA CUA PHUONG PHAP DUNG TRANH TRONG VI EC NANG CAO

KY NANG VIET TIENG ANH

Vit Kidu Hanh'
Truong Dai hoc Nong La&m PH Thai Nguyén

Phrong phap dung tranfiugc xem nhr [a mjt trong nhlirng phrong phép Hu qu trong dy va
hoc ngaii ngir, nhit 1a trong K nang noi va K nang viét tiéng Anh. Plrong phap nayta duoc ing
dung pto bién trén ti§ gisi, qua cac ciic khao sat nghiénteu déu cho thy két qua thanh congat
cao.Ddi véi Viét Nam, vic hoc va diy theo plrong phép trugn thing vin con n tai thi viéc
dua phrong phap nii nay vao 8 goép phn nang cao tinkioc lap, tr cha va tinh sangab aia

ngudi hoc.

Tir khéa: Phuwong phép tlre nghiém, Phrong phéap 8 dung tranh, nang cao khning viét tiéng

Anh,déng lec, thanh cdng#a ngroi hoc.
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