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IMPROVING ICTU STUDENTS’ ENGLISH PROFICIENCY
THROUGH USING ENGLISH IN ENGLISH CLASS

Nguyen Thuy Hoa
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SUMMARY
This paper presents a study on the use of Engligihass in learning English of the second - year
non - English major students at Thainguyen Universif Information and Communication
Technology (ICTU). Many researchers have pointedopportunities and usefulness of using the
target language in teaching a foreign language. é¥ew the results of the study showed that the
students at ICTU have to cope with many difficdtm@eventing them from using English in class.
That is the reason why many of them cannot useigingfffectively after the course. The paper
also presents some suggestions to help studentsoove the challenges to use English in class
more effectively.
Key words: Using English in class, communicative approachocial” language, organising
language, explaining language.

INTRODUCTION One of the reasons is that, during a long time
Since the early sixteenth century, studying English, the students have not
methodologists and educationists have beereffectively exploited English as a means to
developing methods and approaches to servdearn English.

the purposes of teaching and learning foreigngeing aware of the advantages of using
languages, such as: the Grammar-TransIatlorEnglish in English class, the author would

method, the Ora_l approach anql Situ_ational like to do this research to look into some
language teaching, the Audio Lingual

method, Communicative Language teaching,features. of it, find out the dlfflcgltles_
Total physical Response, the Silent Way, the Preventing students from using English in
Natural Approach and Suggestopedia [3]. .. English class, and suggest some relevant
Most of the above methods have more or IessSOIUt_'Ons to deyelop students’ ability of using
strict attitudes towards students mother ENGlish in English class.

tongue used in the classroom, and agree thafdvantages of Using English in English class
the target language should be the language offe value of using English in class can be
the classroom. exploited by teachers. According to Doff [1],
The use of English, a target language, as é&f a teacher uses English most of the time, it
means of learning English in the classroom, will give students practice in listening and
has also been mentioned in books by Jack.Cyesponding to spoken language. These can
Richards and Theodore S._R_odgers; Diane 5|50 help students to "pick up" words,
Larsen - Free man; Janet Willis; H. Douglas expressions beyond the language of the
Brown... textbook. When the teacher gives a speech,
In ICTU, English language is considered as students have a chance to be familiar with
an extremely necessary tool for students notintonations and stresses used in the spoken
only to study but also to work . Despite of language. They may not have much

about nine years studying English at school 5,5qrunity for these outside the class. Doff
and two years studying English at ICTU, most [1] has also pointed out that in the lesson

of students cannot use English effectively. itself, the language used is often unnatural
and artificial. The situations such as new
" PT: 0942342189; Email: brightvn26 @gmail.com things, late comers, and local events... can
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give an opportunity for real, natural English say about real things will help students have
to be used. That the teacher uses English tan opportunity for real language practice. It
say real things to class will give students the can also help the teacher and students have a
feelings that English is a real language, andgood relationship, because when the teacher
not a language that belongs to the textbook.communicates in a friendly manner, he/she will
Ron Forseth and his co-writers [4] also agree help the students believe that the teacher is a
that teachers should speak English to student€ommunicator, not just a controller. So
as often as possible and from the start. If students gain their confidence, feel relaxed
teachers use English, they often challengeand ready to learn, and learn more effectively.

bored and unmotivated. Thus, the teacher'sas |ocal news, local events, a school
use of English in the classroom can make theperformance, things students did the previous
classroom climate positive. day, birthdays, holidays, weather...

Value of using English in English class is also "social" language uses simple expressions so
exploited directly by students. If students use students can understand the teacher's speech,

English in the classroom, they will get take part in conversations, and then gain the
familiar with using the language for two way- confidence.

communication: asking and answering Organising language

guestions. Students also have extra practice in

the structures and vocabulary they have beenOrganlsmg language can be used most of the

taught. If students are aware of the time from the beginning to the end of the

importance of using English in class and Iehssokn ft(t)r ;he tea(_:hterdto g':j/if corr;m;f[mds,
always try to do it, they will be gradually check attendance, introduce dinerent stages

more confident. In addition, students using of the lesson, _set the home_work, e_tc. It
English most the time will help them to form consists of S|mp!e expressions (simple
a good habit of thinking and expressing in commands and instructions) ~which —are
English. This habit is very necessary becauserepeated lesson after lesson. There are many

communication in Vietnamese language is notg;r)]portunltle”s forl u'stlngt. orgqnlst;?g Ilanguage.
very similar to that in English. ey are all real situations in the classroom,

- i ) ) for example, the devising up of the class
The opportunities for Using English in ingividuals, pairs, and groups), attitude of
English class students, the beginning or ending activities in
According to Doff [1], basing on typical the class, etc.
classroom opportunities, English can be SeenEpraining language
as a "Social" language, Organising language

and Explaining language. Usually, there are many situations and cases

o in which the teacher need to explain to
Social” language students a new word, a new structure, the
Social language is usually used at the meaning of an item, an activity, etc...
beginning of the lesson. The teachers, insteadifferent from "Social language” and
of going straight to the textbook, can spend Organising language, in Explaining language,
just a few minutes for "chatting” to students most of the expressions used are much more
about topics of interest. Though only a little complex. These expressions are also rarely
time is spent for this, this can help both the repeated. So both the teacher and students
teacher and students a lot. "Social" languagefind using Explaining language rather
can help to create an English language difficult. Therefore, they tend to use gestures
atmosphere in the classroom and that teacherand the student's native language instead of
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English. But giving explanation in English is within two days. The data was analyzed to
very necessary, "If | can give explanation in find out the difficulties as well asome
English, it will provide very useful practice Suggestions for developing students’ English
for the class” [1]. ability.

THE STUDY RESULTS . , ,
The subjects Data-analysis and Discussion

. mong the twelve questions for students, the
The subjects under the study were 137 secon irst question concerns the students' attitude

year - non - English - major students Who (qards the importance of using English, the
have been learning English for 3 terms at next ten questions aim at finding out
ICTU. problems that students face when using
Instruments English in English class. In these questions,
question 2,3,4,8 and 11 mention opportunities

The survey questionnaire includes twelve for students to use English, question 5,6.7

guestions concerning the students attltudepoim out the difficulties of students when

towards the importance of using English in ging English in English class, question 9 and
English class, problems that students facej2 concentrate on the student's opinion about
when using English in English class, and the use of Vietnamese in teaching English and
some implications that students suggested.  the situations given in English text-books.

Procedure And question 10 is designed for students to

The survey questionnaire was administered 'Y€ SOMe suggestions of them own.
with 137 students. The answers were returned

Table 1.Descriptive statistics for students’ survey questare

Choices A B C D E

Questions % % % % %
1 60 31 7 2 -
2 5 11 41 43 -
3 19 59 18 4 -
4 100 20 10 4 -
5 43 69 41 6 -
6 26 50 30 4 -
7
8 39 29 10 22 -
9 19 61 15 5 -
10 55 62 53 66 40
11 25 40 20 5 -
12 7 33 50 10 -

Table 2 Question 7

Levels

Choices 1 2 3 4 5 6
a% 31 29 20 16 4 0
b % 20 31 30 16 10 3
c% 26 24 26 14 6 4
d % 4 6 10 10 25 45
e % 1 1 14 4 35 45
f% 18 9 10 40 20 3
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As shown in table 1, 60% students think that reducing the number of students in class. For
using English class is very important to their them, the size of 46 to 54 students in a class is
study. too big. 56% feel the need to focus on

100% of the students agree that the place theyleveloping the positive atmosphere in class.
use English is in their classroom, with Motivation is very necessary for students to
classmates, under the teacher's control. Butuse English in class as well. The students’
they do not have much opportunity to take motivation for using English in English class
part in this activity. Only few students always seems to be lessened because of some
practice English in English class (19%). The reasons, such as the way of assessment and
percentage of the students who are called orthe domination of Viethamese language.

three times in period to practice English is one more problem is only 26% of the

rather low (only 10%). Most of the students syydents gain confidence when speaking
are called on once in one period (39%). English.

Consequently, the amount of English they use

is very little. 25% of the students use 10% of i ) ) ]
English, 40% use 30% of English and only Corrections need to be in consideration. Doff

5% use 80% of English. said [1]: "Stgdents‘ errors are a very useful
e . way of showing what they have and have not
In fact, there are many d_|ff|c_ult|es preventing learnt so in stead of seeing errors negatively
student.s from usmg'Engllsh n cj‘lass. as a sign of failure (by the teacher or the
According to question 5, a big number of stydent), we can see them positively as an
students focus their study on learning new ingication of what we still need to teach.
words and grammar structures to write Opviously, if we try to prevent students from
sentences  correctly (69%). And many making errors, we can never find out what they
students believe that to develop English dg not know”. And “.. we need to correct
language communicative skills are not as some errors, to help the students learn the
important  as  writing and  reading. correct form of the language ... But this does
Consequently, 50% of the students feel not mean that we have to correct students all
embarrassed and 30% feel afraid whenthe time - if we do, it might make them

speaking English in front of the whole class. ynwilling or unable to say anything at all".

BeS|des,_ what the students are most afra!d OfTeachers’ language in class is important.
is making grammar and pronunciation

mistakes and their limited vocabulary Teachers have to choose as much simple and

(319,20%,26%) whereas they do not care clear expressions as possible so that students

: . . . .~ can understand their idea.
about if their speech is fluent and interesting i ]
or not. Visual aids are also very useful for making

. . . the language used in the class more real and
Not only English but also Vietnamese is guag

. .~ alive, keep the students' attention, and make
O b b
mghlzszvilfﬁeed'rfjtgoefftégeuse;[uidnerf[faéu'ir;k the class-hour more interesting and enjoyable.
L 9 9710 exploit visual aids, teachers can apply the
English is necessary.

o o _ ~ computer applications like PowerPoint and
When mentioning the situations given in search the Internet for video, drawings, etc.

) 5 .
E.?g"f h bo%ksf 50% ?jf tgg(ystucie?r:s fmtd (;he?eAssessments need to be adjusted. Oral tests
situafions boring an o O the SWOENS ohhild sometimes be used instead of or

z:)ar::i dert;?i?)ﬁs should  be  taken into toget_her with Written. ones. Written tests

' certainly have their own advantages.
50% of the students think they need more However, only written tests are used leads to
time on English. 53% of the students suggestthe problem that students only focus their

Suggested Implications
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study on writing and reading and do not carein positive interaction and the stronger can
much about the use of English in class for help the weaker students to use English in
developing communicative ability. "If we class better.

want to encourage students to speak , WeTopics for using English in English class help
should give oral tests from time to time , motive students to speak out. Teachers should

otherwise, students will always regard select topics which are familiar and related to
speaking as less “serious” than othergq life or up to date.

skills"[1].
The levels of students must be acquainted REFERENCES

with. Teachers should give easy questions toll]. Doff, 1988, Teach English Cambridge
the weaker students so that they can respond_ University Press. _
and pay them a compliment. Students will be (2} ga:”g é\lgl)c Hgy%'?’ 1997, Teach English
motivated to.Iearn English if they sense that [3]. sz\lck.(é:. Rﬁ:hardé va Theodore S.Rodgerd,
they are making progress. 1986,Aproaches and Methods in Language
Community plays an important role in Teaching Cambridge University Press.
developing individual's ability of using [4]. Ron Forseth, Ngwn Van D06, 1994,

English in class. Students should be Methodollogy = Handbook  for  English
TeachersNXB PH Quc Gia.

encouraged to work in group and in pair. o :
5]. Willis Jane, 1981, Teach English
Teacher should put both the stronger and the[ ] thrlolugh English Longman. gl

weaker students in to the same group so both
the weaker and stronger students are involved

TOM TAT

NANG CAO TRINH PO TIENG ANH CHO SINH VIEN TR UONG PAIHQC
CONG NGHE THONG TIN VA TRUY EN THONG THONG QUA VI EC SU
DUNG TIENG ANH TRONG L OP HQC

~ Nguyén Thay Hoa
Tryong BH Céng nghthdng tin va Trugn thong — BH Thai Nguyén

Bai bao trinh bay nghiénira \é viéc sr dung tiéng Anh trong &p hoc tiéng Anh @a sinh vién
khdng chuyén nig nAm thir hai &i tryong Bai hoc Céng ngh théng tin va Trugn théng (ICTU).
Nhiéu nha nghiénieu 34 ch ra c6 i va loi ich aia viéc sr dung ngén ng dich vao ging dy
ngaai ngit. Tuy nhién, nhy & qua caa nghién ¢u cho thy, sinh vién ICTU con & nhiu kho
kh&n @n tro viéc sir tiéng Anh trong ép hoc. D6 la ly do sau khdagh nhiéu sinh vién khong th
sir dung tiéng Anh nmdt cach héu qua. Bai bao éng dya ra it so goi y nham gitp ngi hoc vyot
qua ntiing thr thach & sir dung tiéng Anh trong dp hoc hiéu qui han.

Tir khéa: S dung tiéng Anh trongdp hoc, dyng hyng giao tép, ngdén ng “xa héi”, ngdn ngr
té chirc, ngdn ng gidi thich.

Phdan bién khoa tyc: Duong CongPat — Treong PH Sr phgm —DHTN
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