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LOI GIGI THIEU

May vi tinh da xdm nhdp vao moi linh vuc cua cuéc séng ching
ta, da giup dé con ngudi nhu mot cong cu vé cung hidu ich.

Mady tinh - mot kho tang cdt gik va luu triz diz liéu, trudc day con
ngudi mudn hoa nhdp vdi thé gidi can phdi tiép xic truc tiép, nhung
nay ching ta cé thé ngéi tai mgt noi ma van biét dugc tat cd théng
tin trén thé gidi.

May tinh da duoc sit dung rdong rai trén dat nudc ching ta, nhung
tiéc thay nhigng tai liéu, sdch va lién quan dén linh vuc nay déu sit
dung tiéng Anh, ching ta da lam quen vdi FORTRAN, BASIC,
PASCAL, ALGOL... nhung mdy ai trong chiing ta hiéu dugc tuong
tdn nhiang ch viét 1dt cia nhing tix nay, hodc gia CPU la gi? chuc
nc‘z’ng cua no? néi chung nganh mdy tinh su dung nhitng thudt ngiz
riéng nic la thudr ngit chuyén nganh. Vi v@y ching t6i gidi thiéu vdi
ban doc cuén "TIENG ANH CHO NGUOI SU DUNG VI TINH".

Vdi 23 Unit gidi thiéu vé may tinh, ban sé ndm bdat duoc nht?ng
ddc tinh, kha nang, phan cwng va phdn mém cua may... bang tzeng
Anh. Ngoai ra con cé mdt sé bai doc tham khdo vé mdy tinh & cudi

sach.
Chiing t6i mong mudn va hy vong ban doc tim thdy nhiéu diéu ly
thu, va cudi cung thay cho loi két, Ban bién dich chan thanh cam on

v kién dong gop xay dung cua ban doc badi lé trong qud trinh bién
soan van con thiéu sét. Chic cdc ban thanh céng.

Ban bién djch



PART 1

THE COMPUTER

Compulers are electronic machines that process information.
Thev are capable of commumicating with the user, of doing five
xinds of anthmens operatons, and of making three kinds of
decisions. However, they are imncapable of thinking. They
accept datz2 and instructions as inpul, and after processing the
information. they output the results.

When tz2lking about computers. both hardware and sof{tware
need to be considered. The former refers 1o the actual
machinery. whereas the latier refers (o the programs that
conrol and coordmate the acuvines of the hardware.

The first computer was built mm 1930 but sance then computer
technolosy has evolved 2 great deal There are three different
k:nds of computers in use today : the mainframe. the
Tonicommpater. and the mictocomputer. All three have oae tung
17 S0mmon - they operaie cuicxly 2nd accurately 1n solving
proc.ems.



PHAN [

MAY TINH

May tinh la mdy dién i xut ly théng tin. Ching c6 kha ndng
giao tiép vdi nguoi dung, thuc hién ndm loai phép tinh sé hoc
va dua ra ba dang quyét dinh. Tuy nhién, ching lai khéng co
khd ndng suy ludn. Chiing chi tiép nhdn s6 liéu va chi thi dua

vao, va sau khi xit ly ghéng tin, cho ra két qua.

Khi ban vé mdy tinh, ta can xem xét cd phan cung lan phdan
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mém. Phan cung dm chi mdy mdc cu thé, con phan mém la

cdc chuong trinh diéu khién va phéi hgp nhitng hoat déng
cia phdn cung.

Cé mdy tinh dau tién dugc ché tao ndm 1930, ké tix do cong
nghé mdy tinh da phdt trién vugt bdc. Ngay nay cé ba loai mdy
tinh khdc nhau dang dugc su dung: mdy tinh ldn, mdy tinh mini
va mdy vi tinh. Ca ba loai mdy nay cé mét diém chung — chiing

gidi cdc bai todn cuc ky nhanh chong va chinh xdc.






SECTION 1

Introduction
Gioi thiéu



UNIT 1

What is a computer ?

When you read the following text, you will probably meet words and
expressions that are new to you. First try to understand their meaning from
the context - read the same passage a few times. When you have read the
whole text, check new words in a dictionary. Most of the words in bold
typeface are explained at the end of this text.

(1] A computer is a machine with an intri¢ate network of electronic
circuits that operate switches or magnetize tiny metal cores. The
switches, like the cores, are capable\éf being in one of two possible
states, that is, on or off; magnetized or demagnetized. The machine is
capable of storing and manipu?aling numbers, letters, and characters.
The basic idea of a computer is that we can make the machine do
what we want by inputting signals that turn certain switches on and
turn others off, or that magnetize or do not magnetize the cores.

[2] The basic job of computers is the processing of information. For this
reason, computer can be defined as devices which accept information
in the form of instructions called a program and characters called data,
perform mathematical and/or logical operations on the information, and
then supply results of these operations. The program, or part of it,
which tells the computers what to do and the data, which provide the
information needed to solve the problem, are kept inside the computer
in a place called memory.

[3] Computers are thought to have many remarkable powers. However,
most computers, whether large or small have three basic capabilities.
First, computers have circuits for performing anthmetic operations,
such as : addition, subtraction, division, multiplication and
exponentiation. Second, computers have a means of communicating
with the user. After all, if we couldn’t feed information in and get
results back, these machines wouldn't be of much use. However, certain
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[4]

(5]

computers (commonly minicomputers and microcomputers) are used to
control directly things such as robots, aircraft navigation systems,

medical instruments, etc.

25

Some of the most common methods of inputting information are to use

punched cards, magnetic tape, disks, and terminals. The computer’s

input device (which might be a card reader, a tape drive or disk drive,
depending on the medium used in inputting information) reads the 30
information into the computer.

Computer
Magnetic
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For outputting information, two common devices used are a printer
which pnnts the new information on paper, or a CRT display screen
which shows the results on a TV-like screen. /N

Third, computers have circuits which can make Xecisions. The kinds of 3¢
decisions which computer circuits can make are not of the type: “Who

would win a war between two countries?” or “Who is the richest person

in the world?”. Unfortunately, the computer can only decide three

things, namely: Is one number less than another? Are two numbers

equal? and, Is one number greater than another? 40
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[6] A computer can solve a serie} of problems and make hundreds, even
thousands,, of logical decisions witho\"n becoming tired or bored. It can
find the solution to a problem in a fraction of the time it takes a human

~ being to do the job. A ¢

puter can replace people in dull, routine

tasks, but it has no originality; it works according to the instructions
given to it and cannot exercise any value ju&’gcments. There are umes
when a computer seems to operate like a mechanical “brain”, but its
achievements are limited by the minds of human beings. A computer
cannot do anything unless a person tells it what to do and gives it thé
appropriate information; but because electric pul$es can move at the
speed of light, a computer can carry out vast numbers of anthmetc-
logical operations almost instantaneously. A person can do everything

a computer can do, but in many cases that person would be dead long
before the job was finished.

Words and expressions

circuit

switch

core

device
program

data

memory
punched card
magnetic tape
disk

terminal
input device
card reader
tape drive
disk drive
CRT display screen

instruction

['s3:kit/

[switf/

/ko:/

/di'vars/
['pravgrem/
['derta/
/'memoart/
/pantft ka:d/
/mag'netik teip/
/disk/

[t3:minl/
/1n'put dr'vars/
/ka:d 'n:3a(r)/
/teip draiv/
/disk draiv/

[si: a: t1 'displer skri:n/
/in'strak fn/

mach

chuyén mach, céng tdc
loi (1)

thiét bi, cong cu
chuong trinh

de lieu

bo nhd

card duc 16

bdng tu

dia

thiét bj ddu cubi

thiét bj nhdp

dau doc card

6 bdng

é dia

man hinh hién thi CRT
chi thy, l¢nh
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