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INTRODUCTION

Working with English Prepositions is not a straightforward reference book:
it introduces and practises prepositions in a very different way from traditional
reference and practice books. It examines all common English prepositions, as
well as less common ones. It is intended for intermediate-level students who
already have some knowledge of English prepositions, but who have difficulty
in using them correctly. The language level assumed throughout is mid-inter-
mediate (pre-Cambridge First Certificate), but the book can also be used
successfully by students with a higher language level. j

Many students of' English make the mistake of trying to translate English
prepositions into their own language. This is never successful because most
prepositions express more than one idea, and while one meaning of the
preposition may translate, the others often do not. For example, the preposition
for can express the concepts of duration, exchange, benefit and suitability (among
others), each concept remaining separate. Working with English Prepositions
treats prepositions as expressions of concept, not as purely grammatical forms.

Another difficulty often encountered by students is that prepositions are
usually practised in meaningless contexts. Working with English Prepositions
uses a variety of exercises, both traditional and innovative, to contextualise the
various uses of each preposition.

One of the difficulties of producing a reference/practice book on prepositions
is having to decide exactly at which point a preposition ceases to be just a
preposition and becomes part of a verb combination, or even a phrasal verb.
This book concentrates on prepositions only, but inevitably some 'verb +
preposition' combinations, and some phrasal verbs have been included. Com-
pound prepositional phrases (e.g. apartfrom, in addition to) have been included
because, in most cases, they function solely as prepositions.

Working with English Prepositions can be used and practised alongside
others similar to them in concept, or general concepts can be dealt with as a
whole. There is no systematic progression through the book, but it is advisable
to study the whole of any concept before going on to another, as the prepositions
often overlap and are repeated within concepts, thereby consolidating what the
students have learnt.

Working with English Prepositions can be used in the classroom or for
self-study at home. For this reason there is a key with the answers to all of the
closed exercises.

Thifc hanh suf dung gidi tuf tieng Anh -5






S ection O ne

PHAN 1

MOVEMENT

This section is divided into four cate-
gories :

1. Upwards and downwards

Huéng 1én trén va huéng xudng dudi

2. Passing through
bi qua

3. Coming and going
bén va di
4. Catching up and dropping back

Pudi Kkip va tut lai sau

All the prepositions in this section

express relationships between a

moving object and its destination.

CHUYEN DONG

Phan nay dugc chia thanh bon muc :

(vertical motion)

(chuyén dong thdng ding)

(passage)

(hanh dong di qua, di xuyén qua

hodc di ngang qua cai gi)

(direction)

(phwong huwéng)

vollowing/preceding)

(chuyén déng theo sau /

vuot 1én truéc)

T4t c& gidi tir trong phan nay iéu dién

td méi quan hé gitta mot vat thé dang
chuyén déng véi dich dén cla né.

1. UPWARDS AND DOWNWARDS

HUONG LEN TREN VA HUONG XUG6NG DUOI

down to off on

down (to) Movement downwards

onto up up to

Chuyén dong hwéng xudng dudi

He was lucky he didn't break his neck when he fell so heavily

down the stairs.

N6 that may mén khi roi xuéng cau thang manh dén nhv vay ma

khéng bi gdy c6.
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Movement southwards Chuyén dbng vé phia nam
You must be so bored on that Scottish island. Come down to
Loudon to see us sometime.
Chi chdc 1a phét chan voi cai dao x Scétlen d6. Clr xuéng London
tham ching toi it lau.

Drop in status/respect Suy gidm vé dia vi/sy tén trong
The accountant went down the company scale rapidly when he
was found cheating the company.
Vién ké todn bi sdt giam uy tin nhanh chéng trong cong ty khi
nguoi ta phat hién 6ng ta gian lan.

off Movement from one surface Chuyén dong tr mot bé mat dén méot
to a lower one b mat thdp hon
The girls screamed as Michael Jackson came off the plane.
Céc c6 gdi la hét cudng nhiét khi Mi' m  -kson xudng may bay.

on(to) Movement from one surface Chuyén dong tr mot bé mat dén mot
to a higher one bé mat cao hon
He stepped onto tUe bus just as it set offfrom the stop.
H&n bwdc 1én xe buyt ngay khi né 1an banh & tram.

up(to) Movement | ards Chuyén dong hwdng Ién trén
The cat ran UE the tree when she heard the dog.
Con meo leo 1én cay khi né nghe tiéng cha ché.

Me. u northwards (or to  Chuyén dbng vé phia bac (hoac dén
the capital) tha do)

They travelled up to Paris from Bordeaux once every year.

Ho di Ién Paris tr Bordeaux méi ndm mot lan.

Movement upwards socially Chuyén dong hudng 1én vé mat xa hoi
She came a long way UE the social scale when she married the
Greek millionaire.

Dia vi xa hoi cua c6 dy di 1€n mot bwéc dai khi co av lay ong
chong triéu pha nguoi Hy lap,

NB to expresses destination Chd y to dién ta dich dén
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