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PREFACE 
 

This international conference on “Sustainable Development and Ethnic Minority Poverty Reduction 

in the Mountainous Regions” was co-hosted by the World Bank and Thai Nguyen University and was 

held at the Learning Resource Center, Thai Nguyen University, Vietnam on June 11-13, 2014. It was 

conducted for a dialogue among government, country stakeholders (including civil society), and 

development partners on both the experience in the Northern Mountains of Vietnam and that in other 

countries in order to determine how the development approach on sustainable development and ethnic 

minority poverty reduction could be improved.  

Specifically, the objectives of this conference were: to introduce the international experience of 

poverty reduction targeting ethnic minorities in mountainous and remote area, especially in the region 

having similar economic and geographical conditions; to review and discuss (i) current programs/projects 

targeting ethnic minorities in the Northern Mountains region; and (ii) alternative options for Northern 

Mountain region in order to achieve more effective interventions; and to formulate a list of policy and 

project options about potential poverty reduction initiatives that could be replicated in the region and 

presented to the local authorities for further consideration. 

The conference was a multi-sectoral forum that featured plenary papers by  experts and leaders with 

focal points on policies in Vietnam from government and donor perspectives, and parallel sessions and 

workshops presented by academics/researchers and development practitioners who have exceptional 

exposure in the field of livelihood and market linkages, natural resource management, cultural diversity, 

educational and health care, climate change and environment, and poverty analysis and evaluation. Poster 

and video presentations were also showcased in the event. 

A final count of more than 200 participants from the northern, central and southern Vietnam and 

from more than 15 countries and international organizations attended the conference. With the 

discussions and active participation of each of the delegates over the past three days, the conference was 

well on the way to achieving its the prime objectives. 

All essential information about sustainable development and poverty reduction issues among ethnic 

minorities were adequately discussed. Clear illustrations were provided for clarification purposes through 

poster and video presentations. 

Hence, the international conference proceedings were prepared as future reference on issues related 

to sustainable development and ethnic minority poverty reduction in the mountainous regions. 
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