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W ith love to my grandmother, Edna Catherine Clark, who always 
believed that an education would open the doors of the world to me. She 
was right.





Preface

s the title suggests, Mapping the Social Landscape is about exploration
and discovery. It means taking a closer look at a complex, ever-
changing social world in which locations, pathways, and boundaries 

are not fixed. Because sociology describes and explains our social surround­
ings, it enables us to understand this shifting landscape. Thus, sociology is 
about discovering society and discovering ourselves. The purpose of this an­
thology is to introduce the discipline of sociology and to convey the excite­
ment and the challenge of the sociological enterprise.

Although a number of readers in introductory sociology are already 
available for students, I have yet to find one that exposes students to the 
broad diversity of scholarship, perspectives, and authorship that exists 
w ithin the field of sociology. This diversity goes beyond recognizing gender, 
racial-ethnic, and social class differences to acknowledging a plurality of 
voices and views within the discipline. Like other anthologies, this one in­
cludes classic works by authors such as Karl Marx, Max Weber, w. E. B. Du 
Bois, and c. W right Mills; in addition, however, I have also drawn from a 
wide range of contemporary scholarship, some of which provides newer 
treatments of traditional concepts. This diversity of viewpoints and ap­
proaches should encourage students to evaluate and analyze the ideas and 
research findings presented.

In addition, because I find it invaluable in my own teaching to use ex­
amples from personal experiences to enable students to see the connection 
between "private troubles and public issues/' as Mills phrased it, I have in­
cluded in this collection a few personal narratives to help students compre­
hend how social forces affect individual lives. Thus, this anthology includes 
classic as well as contemporary writings, and the voices of other social scien­
tists who render provocative sociological insights. The readings also ex­
emplify functionalist, conflict, and symbolic interactionist perspectives and 
different types of research methodology. Each article is preceded by a brief 
headnote that sets the context within which the reader can seek to understand 
the sociological work. Thus, the selections communicate an enthusiasm for 
sociology while illustrating sociological concepts, theories, and methods.

During the last 25 years, sociology has benefited from a rich abundance 
of creative scholarship, but many of these original works have not been ade­
quately presented in textbooks or readers. I believe an introductory anthology
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needs to reflect the new questions concerning research and theory within the 
discipline. Moreover, I find that students enjoy reading the actual research 
and words of sociologists. This anthology, therefore, includes m any cutting- 
edge pieces of sociological scholarship and some very recent publications by 
recognized social analysts. Current issues are examined, including the tattoo 
subculture, the mythopoetic men's movement, the effects of globalization, 
the political influence of corporate PACs, teen suicide, the rise of paramilitary 
subcultures, and eating disorders. In essence, I have attempted, not to break 
new ground, but to compile a collection that provides a fresh, innovative 
look at the discipline of sociology.

Changes to the Third Edition

With this third edition, I maintain a balance of classical and contemporary 
readings. In addition to many of the classic pieces that appeared in the 
second edition, I have included Zimbardo's classic study of social interaction 
in a simulated prison. I also have added fourteen selections of cutting-edge 
contemporary sociological research that illustrate analyses of timely sorial 
issues and the intersection between race, social class, and gender. These 
new selections examine school cliques, TV talk shows, teen pregnancy, cos­
metic surgery, the Internet, white privilege, the mass media, the U.S. health 
care system, the soft money in political campaigns, and other current social 
issues. Among these readings are some selections that I consider to be 
contemporary classics in that they provide an overview of the discipline of 
sociology or a specific content area. These readings include an essay by Earl 
Babbie on the science of sociology; Barbara Risman's reading on "G ender as 
Structure/' which provides an overview of theories on sex and gender; 
Roger Finke and Rodney Stark's important work on social change within 
the institution of religion; Vicente Navarro's reading on why the U.S. health 
care system does not respond to people's needs; and an excerpt from Allan G. 
Johnson's recent book, Privilege, Power, and Difference (2001). Based on re­
viewers' comments I also have completely revised the sections on social re­
search, religion, and health and medicine. I think students will find die newer 
pieces in these sections more accessible and interesting. O f course, for all of 
the readings, I have tried to choose selections that are compelling to students 
and demonstrate well the diversity within the discipline of sociology. Please 
note that I welcome feedback from professors and students on this edition of 
Mapping the Social Landscape: Readings in Sociology.

Printed Test Bank

I also have written an accompanying test manual that contains numerous ex­
amination and discussion questions for each reading. As the editor of this an­
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thology, I developed these items with the goal of helping instructors test stu­
dents' understanding of key sociological concepts and themes.
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