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Introduction

Our aim with English File third edition has been to make
every lesson better and more student-friendly and teacher-
friendly. We’ve created a blend of completely new lessons,
updated texts and activities, and refreshed and fine-tuned
some favourite lessons from New English File.

Aswell as the main A and B lessons, the Grammar,
Vocabulary, and Sound Banks, and the Communication
and Writing sections in the Student’s Book, there is a range
of material which can be used according to your students’
needs and the time available. Don’t forget:

* new Colloquial English video and exercises (also
available on the audio CD, class DVD, and the
iTutor for home-study)

* the Revise & Check pages, with video (also
available on the audio CD, class DVD, and the
iTutor for home-study)

* photocopiable Grammar, Vocabulary,
Communicative, and Song activities.

STUDY iTutor with iChecker, Workbook, Online
Skills Program, Pronunciation app, and the Student’s
website provide multimedia review, support, and practice
for students outside the classroom.

The Teacher’s Book also suggests different ways of exploiting
many of the Student’s Book activities depending on the
level of your class. We very much hope you enjoy using
English File third edition Upper-intermediate.

What do Upper-intermediate
students need?

Upper-intermediate students rightly feel that they are
now quite high-level learners of English, and are ready to
‘push on’ to become very proficient users of the language.
To achieve this they need motivating materials and
challenging tasks. They need set clear course goals from
day one in terms of both language knowledge, and fluency
and accuracy in speaking. Finally, they need classes to be
as fun and dynamic as they were at lower levels: there is
no reasons why higher-level teaching should become dry
and over-serious. Students still want to enjoy their English
classes - role plays, language games, challenges, quizzes,
and songs are still as valuable pedagogically as they were,
and can often be exploited even better at this level.

Grammar, Vocabulary, and Pronunciation

At any level, the basic tools students need to speak

English with confidence are Grammar, Vocabulary, and
Pronunciation (G, V, P). In English File third edition Upper-
intermediate all three elements are given equal importance.
Each lesson has clearly stated grammar, vocabulary, and
pronunciation aims. This keeps lessons focused, and gives
students concrete learning objectives and a sense of progress.

www.oup.com/elt/teacher/englishfile

Grammar

Upper-intermediate students need

* to revise their knowledge of main structures.

* to learn more sophisticated grammar structures.
* opportunities to use instinct.

English File third edition Upper-intermediate puts as much
emphasis on consolidating and putting into practice known
grammar as learning new structures. It provides contexts
for new language that will engage students, using real-

life stories and situations, humour, and suspense. The
Grammar Banks give students a single, easy-to-access
grammar reference section, with clear rules, example
sentences with audio, and common errors. There are at
least two practice exercises for each grammar point.

Mini Grammar focuses on smaller grammar items. There
is a photocopiable activity to give more practice of each point.

The oral grammar practice exercise in the Student’s Book
and the photocopiable Communicative speaking activities
in the Teacher’s Book encourage students to use grammatical
structures in controlled and freer contexts.

The photocopiable Grammar activities in the Teacher’s
Book can be used for practice in class or for self-study.

Vocabulary

Upper-intermediate students need

* systematic expansion of topic-based lexical arcas.

* opportunities to put new vocabulary into practice.

¢ to further develop their ability to ‘build’ new words by
adding prefixes and suffixes.

At this level, expanding students’ vocabulary is the most
visible and motivating measure of their progress. Every
lesson has a clear lexical aim. Many lessons are linked to
the Vocabulary Banks which help present and practise
high-frequency, topic-based vocabulary. The stress in
multi-syllable words is clearly marked, and both phonemic
script and an audio model of each word is provided.

Pronunciation

Upper-intermediate students need

¢ ‘fine-tuning’ of pronunciation of difficult sounds

* to be able to use appropriate rhythm and intonation.

* to continue to develop their instinct for spelling-
pronunciation rules and patterns.

The objective is to make students totally intelligible to other

speakers of English (native and non-native). However, it’s

also important to make clear that perfection is not the aim.

Students who studied with previous levels or editions of
English File will already be familiar with English File’s unique
system of sound pictures. English File third edition Upper-
intermediate integrates this focus on individual sounds with
aregular focus on words and sentence stress. Pronunciation
is also integrated into Grammar and Vocabulary activities,
offering more practice for students, and often preparing
students for a speaking activity.



Speaking

Upper-intermediate students need

* up-to-date, stimulating topics to get them talking and
exchanging opinions.

* the key words and phrases necessary to discuss a topic.

* practice in more extended speaking, e.g. roles plays and
debates.

* to improve accuracy as well as developing their fluency.

We believe that a good topic or text is very important in
motivating students to speak in class. Every lesson in English
File Upper-intermediate has a speaking activity which enables
students to contribute their own knowledge or experience.

Photocopiable Communicative activities can be found
in the Teacher’s Book. These include pairwork activities,
mingles, and speaking games.

For students who have time to do further practice there are
extra speaking activities available in Online Skills.

Listening

Upper-intermediate students need

e motivating, integrated listening material.

* achievable tasks but with an increasing level of challenge.
* exposure to longer listenings and a wide variety of accents.

* exposure to authentic and colloquial spoken language.

For most students listening is still the hardest skill and it is
vital that listening material is both interesting and provides
the right level of challenge. English File third edition Upper-
intermediate has motivating listening texts and taks which are
challenging, but always achievable and which expose students
to a wider variety of language and speed of speech.

The Colloquial English lessons give students practice in
listening to unscripted authentic speech when speakers are
interviewed in a studio and in the street.

There are also ten songs which we hope students will find
enjoyable and motivating.

For students who have time to do further practice there are
extra listening activities available in Online Skills.

-
Reading
Upper-intermediate students need
. Cng;iging topics and .~slimul;|rin:ﬁi texts.
* exposure to a wide variety of authentic test types.

¢ challenging tasks which help them read better.

Many students need to read in English for their work

or studies, and reading is also important in helping to
build vocabulary and to consolidate grammar. The key to
encouraging students to read is to give them motivating
but accessible material and tasks they can do. In English
File Upper-intermediate reading texts have been adapted
from a variety of real sources (the press, magazines, news
websites) and have been chosen for their intrinsic interest,
which we hope will stimulate students to want to read
them, and will help spark classroom discussion.

For students who have time to do further practice there are
extra reading activities available in Online Skills.

Writing

Upper-intermediate students need

¢ practice in planning, organizing, writing, and checking.
* an awareness of register, structure, and fixed phrases.

* a focus on ‘micro’ writing skills, e.g. paraphrasing.

The growth of the internet, email, and social networking
means that people worldwide are writing in English

more than ever before both for business and personal
communication. English File Upper-intermediate provides
guided writing tasks, which consolidate grammar and lexis
taught in the File.

There is also always a focus on ‘micro skill’ in each Writing
lesson, for example writing headings, paragraphing, and
using connecting expressions.

For students who have time to do further practice there are
extra writing activities available in Online Skills.

Colloquial English

Upper-intermediate students need
* to get used to listening to authentic colloquial speech.
* to be able to deal with different speeds and accents.

* exposure to high-frequency colloquial phrases and idioms.

Most listening material

in the main lessons is
controlled and graded in
terms of language and level
of difficulty. However, in
these five Colloquial English
lessons students listen to
completely unscripted and
authentic English. The
lessons consist of an interview with a person who is an
expert in his [ her field. In the second part of the lesson,
students hear street interviews where people answer
questions related to the lesson topic. There is also a
‘Looking at Language’ focus, which looks at a particular
aspect of functional language as used by the speaker.

The Colloquial English lessons are on the English File
Upper-Intermediate DVD, iTutor, and iTools. Teachers
can also use the Colloguial English Student’s Book exercises
with the class audio CD.

Revision

Upper-intermediate students need

* regular revision.

* motivating reference and practice material.

* asense of progress.

Upper-intermediate students need to feel they are increasing
their knowledge, improving their skills, and using English
more fluently. After every two Files there is a two-page Revise
& Check section. The left-hand page revises the grammar,
vocabulary, and pronunciation of each File. The right-hand
page provides a series of skills-based challenges, including
a short documentary film. These pages are designed to

be used flexibly. Students can also revise and consolidate
after each lesson using the iTutor, and doing the Workbook
exercises and accompanying tests on iChecker.



