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T6m lat • Theo quan ni$m ciia ngy6i Trung Qufic, nh&ng con s6 khfing don giSn chi dufl'c dCing trong tfnh 
toSn, mi chiing cfin cfi ̂ n chiia nh&ng ̂  nghia van h6a, tri^t hpc sfiu xa, c6 thi 4nh hufing 161 d6i s6ng vi van 
m n̂h ciia con ngufii. Con s6 3 \A mfit trong nh&ng con so mang nhilu y nghTa van h6a vi tu tudng triet hoc 
ciia ngudi Trung Qudc, dong th6i cQng 1̂  con so dugc mgi ngu£ri y£u thich vh sung bdi. Con sd 3 trong tiSng 
Vî t cung cfi y nghia vSn hfia d^c thii rieng. VI vfiy viec doi chilu, so sdnh nhihig him y van h6a ciia con s6 
3 trong tiing Trung va tiing Vî t cd nhDng y nghia vi gid tr} th^c tiln nhat dinh, dong thfri giiip chiing ta 
hilu them dugc sir gidng vk khic nhau vl quan niem vl vSn h6a giOa hai nudc Vî t -Trung 

Tie khoa: Trung Qudc, cons6, van hda, trilt hpc, quan nî m Vift Nam 

1. Y nghTa van hoa ctia con so 3 trong 
tieng Trung Quoc 

Van vat tren the gidi ludn cd mfit qua 
trinh "b4t dau"- "phat trien"- "kit tinh", sfi 1 
'—', sd 2 '—', sfi 3 ' H ' trong tieng Han 
chinh la tugng tnmg cho ba budc ngoat cua 
qua trinh nay. Trong dd, sd 1 '—' la khdi 
nguon cua van vat, la tuong tru"ng cho sif san 
sinh v^n v^t cua vu tru; sd 2 *—' tirgng trung 
cho qua trinh phat trien cua v^n vat, sinh ra 
am dircmg, la tieu chi phan hda thfi gidi vat 
chat trong vu try; va sfi 3 ' H ' chinh la "ket 
tinh" ciia qua trinh nay, la ket qufi tat yfiu cho 
sv phat triin cua vu try, san sinh ra s\r v&t 
mdi va phat triln thanh v^n v^t. Trong quyln 
"Dao DLTC Kinh", Lao Tur da tflng ndi: "D^o 
sinh nhat, nhfit sinh nhi, nhj sinh tam, tam 
sinh van vfit". Day cd thi coi lfi djnh nghTa 
dSy dli va mang tinh triet hpc sau xa cua Lao 
Tir vl qua trinh hinh thanh the gidi van vat. 
Hira. Than thdi Dong Han trong "Thuyet van 

giai t\r" cd ndi: "Nhat duy so thai sd, dao lap 
vu nhSt, tao phan thien dja, hda thanh van 
vat..., tam: thien dja nhan chi dao da"... 
ciing da kheo leo mieu ta qua trinh hinh 
thanh the gidi van vat va triet hoc bien 
chdng sau sic. Ngoai ra, trong "Thuylt van" 
cdn ghi "nhat ngSu nhj vi tam", turc la mot 
cfing hai blng ba, nhu v|.y, so 3 trd thanh so 
hfii ty dly dii ca im va duong. Trong "Su ky. 
Lu§t thu" cOa Tu Ma Thifin cung cho rSng: 
"Sd bat dau la sfi 1, kit thue la sd 10, thinh d 
so 3". Cho nen, so 3 tur xa xua da bieu thj y 
nghTa sinh sfii, nay nd vfi dem l̂ i dieu may 
man. 

Trong van hda truyin thong va trilt hpc 
CO d^i Trung Qudc, so 3 cd ^ nghTa rat 
phong phu. Trong "NhiJng cau chuyen ciia 
chu' Hdn", Ngd Thien Binh cho ring: "Trong 
triet hpc cfi d^i Trung Quoc, so 3 thudng 
dupe dung d% "mieu ta thfi gidi t\r nhien va 
xa hfii"[l], va cdn la "mfit ky hifiu hit sure 
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song dpng"[2]. V^n s\r v^n vfit tren the gian 
deu do s6 3 phit trien ra, cho nfin cfic sy v§t 
tii: xua den nay thudng lay s6 3 dl d$t tfin, 
trong thien vSn, ljch phip, tfin giio, kien true, 
v.v deu lay so 3 dl lim chu^n. Vi dy: Trong 
tir ngit rut gpn "Tam Tfii": chi Thifin, Dja, 
Nhan; "Tam Quang": ehi Nh§t, Nguyfit, Tinh; 
"Tam Bao": chi Ph$t, Phip, Tang; "Tam 
Giio": chi Nho, D90, Ph^t; "Tam HuyIn": 
chi Chu Djch, Lio Td, Trang Tur, v.v. Tir ngiJ 
do so 3 t90 thinh tucmg ty nhu tren cdn rat 
nhilu. vi ba sy v§t dupfc c4u thinh thudng 
mang y nghTa "kinh dien", cho nfin tam ly 
dan gian Trung Quoc rat sung bii con so 3. 

Cic tic gii nfii tiing cua Trung Quoc cho 
rang: so 3 ngoai bieu thj so lupng li 3 ra, cdn 
bilu thj nghta 'rat nhieu, eye nhieu'. Trong 
"Y nghTa so hpc ciia chit so vi y nghTa vin 
hda", Luu Dan Thanh cho rfing: "so 3 li sy 
bat dau so nhilu"[3]. Trong "Chit sd than bi 
CO dai", Difip Thu Hien, Dien D^i Hien cung 
cho ring: "Xet tir gdc dfi phat triln ciia so 3, 
nd bat ngudn tir thdi ky ca so cua xa hfii loii 
ngudi khfing vupt qua 3"[4], nd vi "da" 
(nhieu) cd lien hfi m^t thiet vdi nhau. Trong 
tie phfim nfii tiing niy, tic gii da din ra so 3 
bieu thj y nghTa "da" (nhieu) ciia eac hpc gia 
nudc ngoii. Hp deu cho ring, dan tfic 
nguyen thiiy dimg cho ten gpi chi cd "mfit" 
va "hai", CO liic cd "ba". NghTa cua so 3 cd 
nghTa nhu "Them mfit". Nhu vgiy, khi so ciia 
mfit sy vfit nao dd vupt qua hai, ngudi 
nguyen thuy thudng diing cfich tinh "Them 
mfit" ho|lc "Them nhieu", phim li nhiJng 
chu' so them vao deu dugrc gpi la Ba, vl the 
sd 3 mang him nghTa "rat nhieu". Trong 
tieng Han tir cd chi kim, cich ddng so 3 
mang ham nghTa "da"(nhieu) rit nhilu, vi dy: 
"Tam nhan hinh tat hffu ngS su yen", "Tam 
tu nhi h^u hinh", "Tam nhan thinh hd", 
"Tam phien ngu thu", "Tam ngu thinh 
quan"v.v. Trong cic tir ngit niy thi "so 3" 
deu bieu thj y nghTa "nhieu". So 3 mang 
nghia niy cdn dupe the hifin rat rfi d cich 
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cSu t^o cha" Hin. Neu nhu x^t tir gdc dfi ciu 
I90 ciia chO' Hfin, chO' do 3 bfi thu hpp thanh 
da sfi diu cd nghTa "da" (nhieu). Vi dy: 3 bfi 
nhan ( A ) gh^p l̂ i thinh cha 
"Chung"":JOC"(chi nhilu ngudi), 3 bfi mfic 

( PK ) gh6p l9i lfi chCr "Sfim" "^"(chi nhieu 
cfiy), 3 bfi thfiy ( >lc ) gh6p l̂ i li 
"Dieu""^"(chi nhieu nudc), 3 bfi th9ch( 5 ) 
gh^p lfi "L5i" " S " (chi nhieu di), 3 bfi nh$t 
( B ) gh^p l̂ i li "Tinh""A"(chi nhieu sao), 

3 bfi mao ( ^ ) gh^p Igi li "Tuyfit""3l"(chl 
nhieu lfing), 3 bfi hda( ik. )gh6p Î i \h "Di^m" 
"^"(chl Ida m^nh), 3 bfi trung( A )ghep l̂ i 
li "Triing" "fl"(chl nhieu sau) v.v. Trong 
qui trinh phit trien cOa ngfin ngit, m$c dii cd 
mfit sfi chit di mat di nghTa ban dau cOa nd, 
nhimg hinh d^ng cua chit vln cd thi cho 
chung ta nh^n biet d u ^ nghTa "da" (nhieu) 
von ed cua nd. 

Ngoii ra, so 3 cung bieu thj nghTa it 
Trong "Van Nhat Da toan t^p - Thin tho^i vi 
thof", VSn Nhat Da cho ring: "Trong h? 
thong vdi 10 la so trdn, 5 li mpt nura, 5 tru 2 
bing 3, li so it, S cfing 2 bing 7, la so nhieu**. 
Trong sich co thudng ndi den 3 ho$c 7, 
thudng ehi nghTa nhu the, so tu^ng tnmg cho 
so it ho$c so nhieu. So 3 trong tieng Hin cd 
rat nhieu nai bieu thj nghTa so it. Vf dy: 
"Tam trudng lufirng doan" bleu thj nghTa 
"nhfif", "ngoai y muon", chi sfi it. "Tam sai 
lufing thic" bilu thj y "nham lan nglu 
nhien", eung chi rat it. "Tam ngfin luong 
ngit", "Tam thien da ngu luong thien sai 
vfing" v.v. So 3 bieu thj nghTa niy thudng 
dimg kit bgfp vdi "hai" "Lufing". 

Xdt tix gdc dfi kbic, sd 3 cdn thi hien 
nhieu y nghTa khic nhau trong ddi song vin 
hda, cdn la con so tui^ng trung cho kit cau 
chinh the "hoan nhat", the hifin on djnh chic 
chin nhit, vi dy: "Tam vj nhat the", "Tam 
tuc dinh l§p" v.v. Trong cufic s6ng thudng 
nh^t, chung ta dl d ^ g nh§n thay ring, mfit 
chinh thi thudng do "ba bfi ph^n" cau thanh 
mdi gpi li hoin chinh, vi dy: Mfit bil van 
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hogtc mfit luan an nhat djnh se do ba bfi pb^n 
tao thinh "Ldi ndi dau, nfii dung chinh, kit 
luan", mfit ngay cung ehia ra lam ba bu6i 
"buoi sing, buol chieu, buoi toi", con sfing 
ciing chia ra lam ba phan "thuprng luu, trung 
luu, hg luu" v.v. Ngoii ra, nd cdn dgi difin 
cho vin hda truyen thong cua dan tfie Hin. 
Trong van hda truyin thong cua Trung Quoc, 
ngudi ta thudng su dyng phuang phip chia 
ba de mieu ta ty nhien vi xa hfii. Vi dy: 
"Tam tai" Thien, Dja, Nhan; "Tam quang" 
Nhgt, Nguyfit, Tinh; "Tam tinh" Pliiic, Lpc, 
Thp; "Tam hitu" Tiing, Tnic, Mai. Thdi gian cd 
qui khu, hifin t^i va tuong lai; khdng gian ed 
Nhan gian, Thien dudng vi Dja ngyc, dfing v^t 
cd Chim, Thu, Ci, chung dupe phan bi?t sinh 
sfing d bau trdi, mgt dat va dudi nudc; khi 
hau cd Tam phyc vi Tam citu, li nhitng ngiy 
ndng nhat v i lanh nhat trong nam. 

Cd the ndi, con sd 3 da thlm than din mpi 
gdc dfi eua van hda Trung Qude. Con ngudi 
mpt ngiy an ba bita; khi khieng vat nang se hfi 
"mpt, hai, ba"; ngudi ta ehia vat the thinh ldn, 
viia, nhd hoac tren, giira, dudi; chia trudng hpc 
thinh trudng dgi hpc, trudng trung hpc, trudng 
tilu hpc. Khi ke chuyen ciing danh nhieu dnh 
cim uu ai cho con s6 3, vi dy: "Tam di Bach 
C6t Tinh", "Tam di Chiic Gia Trang", "Tam 
Co Mao Lu", "Tam khi Chu Du" vv. Kit eau 
nhu vay trong tie phim vin hpc khfing phai la 
hilm, vi rat dupe mpi ngudi yeu thich. Song, 
cd mfit dieu thu vi li, trong tieng Trung Quoc 
khi sfi 3 bieu thj sd thur ty, thi lai thudng mang 
y nghTa xlu, vi dy: " ^ H # " Ke thir ba", " T 
H3ln""De tien", "=SS'f^^""Nhi vin ling" 
"Z'^ulK¥, "Ca sT vudn" v.v, eac tir ngit nay 
alu mang nghia khdng tdt, ham y khinh mi^t. 

Con sfl 3 trong tiing Hin' ebda dyng rit 
nhilu nhung ^ nghta vl triet hpc sau xa cua 
Trung Qudc, tir thdi co dgi nd da bilu thj 
nhitng ham ^ tfit dep. Vi viy, ngudi Trung 
Qudc rit sung bii va yeu thieh con so nay li 
mot dieu hit sire ty nhien. Dfing thdi, qua diy 

chung ta cung phan nao hieu them vc tu tudng 
vi t^p tyc van hda eua ngudi Trung Qufic. 

2. Y nghia vSn hda cua con so 3 trong 
tieng Vi^t 

So 3 trong tieng Vi^t cd hai tir bieu dgt la: 
"Ba" (tir thuan Vi?t) vi 'Tam" (tir vay mupn 
cua tieng Hin). NghTa cua "Ba, Tam" vl ca 
bin li giong nliau. Nhung tan suat su' dung ciia 
"Ba" cao vi mang y nghTa van hda phong phu 
han "Tam". "Tam" thudng dimg de chi so 
lupng li 3, vi da so deu dupe djch tryc tiep tir 
"=." trong tieng Han, vi dy: "Tam dgi", "Tam 
Dgt Dure", "Tam giic dong minh", "Tam giap", 
"Tam nghi", "Tam nguyen", "Tam the" v.v, 
trong dd cd mfit so cd y nghTa quan trgng, 
dung dl ehi quan ni?m luan thudng dao ly 
trong gia dinh, vi dy: "Tam tai", "Tam bao", 
"Tam cuang ngu thudng", "Tam d^i ddng 
dudng" v.v. Tuy rang, nhitng y nghta van hda 
niy deu ke thira tir tieng Hin, song chung phu 
hpp vdi boi canh xa hfii va muu clu nhan sinh 
cua ngudi dan Vi?t Nam, vi the each gpi con 
sd 3 la "Tam" ludn dugc ngudi dan Viet Nam 
yeu thich. Phat am cua tir "Tam" cung gin 
gifing vdi phat am cua tir "Tai", cho nen theo 
quan niem dan gian, nhitng ngudi lim an kinh 
doanh rit thich con sfi nay, "Tam lye" (36) 
(tugng trung cho 'tai Ific'), "Tam bat" (38) 
(tu?mg trung cho 'tii phat') luon li mye tieu 
ma hp hudng tdi. 

Tir "Ba" trong tiing Vi^t ngoai nghTa bilu 
thj so luQTig la "3" ra, ehu ylu bieu thj nghTa 
"da" (nhilu), vi dy: "Ba bd chin trau", "Ba 
chim biy noi", "Ba ddi bay ho", "Ba dau siu 
tay", "Ba lan biy lupt", "Ba diu sau tay", 
"Mfit cay lam ching nen non, ba cay chum lai 
nen hdn nui cao". Song, nlu "da" (nhilu) qui 
miic thi khfing tot, nen tir "Ba" cdn cd nghTa 
"khdng chuyfin tam, lfin xfin lung tung, roi 
bdi", vi dy nhu: "Ba ling nhing", "Ba vi", 
"Ba hoa", "Ba phai" v.v. 

Tir "Ba" trong tieng Viet cdn cd nghta la chi 
"gidi hgn", ngudi Viet Nam thudng lay "Ba" de 
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lim thirdc do, vi dy: "Qui tim ba b§n", "ChSng ai 
giiu ba hp. ching ai khd ba ddi", "Cd ba cufic, 
thuoc ba thang", "Gii giong cha giiu ba hp, trai 
giong m? khd ba ddi" v.v. 

Trong sinh hogt ddi thudng cua ngudi dan 
Vi^t Nam, sau khi cha m? qua ddi, con cii phii 
"dfii tang ba nim" de ghi nhd cfing an dufing 
dye cua cha m^. Nhung, vl sao nhat djnh phii 
dpi tang "3 nam" mi khfing phii li "1 nfim" 
ho$c "2 nam"? Trong lieng Vifit cd cau tyc ngit 
"Con len ba mdi ra ldng m?" da ndi len dilu 
nay, vl vgy sau khi cha m? qua ddi, con cii 
nhat djnh phii "dfii tang ba nim" li vl 13 dd. 
Tinh nghta anh em bgn bh eOng lly "3 nfim" de 
lim thude do "Lim bgn ba nfim". 

Trong tieng Vi?t, con so 3 cd nhihig Idc 
dupe coi la con so khfing may mfin, bilu thj 
nghta khdng tot. Cho nen, dan den "Ba" trong 
mdng 3 am ljch cua mdi thing vi thing 3 am 
ljch hing nfim deu mang nghta khfing tot, 
khdng may min. Tai sao lai nhu vay? 

Tyc ngit Vifit Nam cd cau "Chd di ngiy biy, 
chd ve ngiy ba", "Chd thing ba, ga thing biy", 
"Thing ba ba gia ehlt cdng", "Thing Ba ngay 
Tam", "Ngay Ba thing Tam", "Thing Tam ddi 
qua, thing Ba ddi chet", "Thing Tim chua qua, 
thing Ba da tdi" v.v. Vi?t Nam li nudc nfing 
nghiep lua nudc, chu yeu lim nfing nghiep, 
"Thing ba am ljch" la khoing thdi gian khd 
khfin nhit, miia mang that bit, thudng thieu 
luang thyc, vi vgy inh hudng din tam ly cua 
ngudi dan, ngudi dan thudng cd cim giic lo au, 
khong may min khi din thing nay. Ngoai ra, 
cau "Chd di ngiy biy, chd ve ngay ba" li do 
ngudi dan Vi?t Nam due kit tir kinh nghifim, 
"ngay bay, ngay ba" la do khi m$t trfing vi trii 
dat quay gay anh hudng khdng tot cho sue 
khde con ngudi, nen vio thdi gian niy di ra 
ngoii hoac lim bat cur vific gi eung eim thay 
khdng thuan Ipri, khdng dgt dugrc ket qu,̂  nhu 
mong mufin. Vl vgy, nlu ed vific quan trpng 
can di ra ngoii vio "ngay biy, ngiy ba", ngudi 
Vifit Nam deu rat than trpng, vao hai ngiy niy 

khdng tfi chirc nhitng sy ki?n ldn, dl tranh 
nhitng vific bat lpi. Chinh vl hai nguyfin nhan 
niy da dan den tam ly cua ngudi Vi^t Nam 
khdng thfch sd 3, cho ring sd 3 li con sfi 
khfing may mfin, nguy hilm. Quan nifim nay 
cQng da phin inh den ci eupe song ddi thudng 
eiia ngudi dan, vf dy nhu: Khdng chyp inh ba 
ngudi, Tam nhan bat dong hinh, v.v., cung cd 
nghta li khfing may min. Vi duong nhien, 
trong tinh yfiu, trong hdn nhin, "k6 thijr ba" 
cing khdng dupe ngudi ta ddn nhgn. 

Nhu vgy, cd the thay con so 3 ludng nhu 
khd khan, dan difiu, nhung trong vfin hda Vi?t 
Nam nd Igi cd mfit ddi song sinh dfing va 
phong phi}, chira dyng rat nhieu y nghTa vin 
hda thu vj. Thdng thuimg nd dugc sir dyng vdi 
him y tdt, song ddl khi cung im eh! nh&ng 
dieu khdng may min. M$c dii, chua cd ca sd 
khoa hpc nio ehirng minh dieu nay, song trong 
cufic song hang ngiy, con ngudi ta van ludn 
mong hudng tdi nhung dieu tot dep vi kieng 
ky de phdng tranh nhCrng dieu khdng may min, 
vi vgy bat lugn eon sd 3 trong tieng Vifit cd 
thyc sy mang nhitng him y do hay khdng, thi 
nd vln cu ton tgl trong cufic song ddi thudng 
cua chiing ta vi In chua nhieu dilu ky di^u. 
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