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About the Author

JOEL SPRING is a professor at Queens College and the Graduate Center of the 
City University of New York. His scholarship focuses on educational policy, 
the politics of education, and educational globalization. He has published over 
20 books on American and global school policies, including Political Agendas for 
Education: From Change We Can Believe in to Putting America First (2010), Global
ization o f Education: An introduction (2009), A New Paradigm for Global School Sys
tems: Education for a Long and Happy Life (2007), Wheels in the Head: Educational 
Philosophies o f Authority, Freedom, and Culture from Confucianism to Human Rights 
(3rd edition, 2008), Deculturalization and the Struggle for Equality: A Brief History 
o f the Education o f Dominated Cultures in the United States (6th edition, 2010), and 
American Education (now in its 15th edition, 2010).

Professor Spring has been given numerous educational awards including 
the Society of Professors of Education Mary Anne Raywid Award for Distin
guished Scholarship in the Field of Education; the University of Wisconsin 
Alumni Achievement Award, Gerald H. Read Distinguished Lecturer, Center
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for intercultural and intercultural Education, and the Presidential Lectureship, 
University of Vermont. He frequently gives invited lectures which in 2010 
included R. Freeman Butts Lecture at the annual meeting of the American Edu
cational Studies Association, the Mitstifer Lectureship at the annual meeting 
of the University Council for Education Administration, the keynote for the 
30th Bilingual/ESL Conference, and an invited lecture tour of China including 
lectures at the University of Hong Kong, Szechuan Normal University, Tsing- 
hua University, Beijing Normal University, and the Minzu University (Central 
University of Nationalities).

Professor Spring is an enrolled member of the Choctaw Nation. His great- 
great-grandfather was the first Principal Chief of the Choctaw Nation in Indian 
Territory and his grandfather, Joel S. Spring, was a district chief at the time 
Indian Territory became Oklahoma. He lived for many summers on an island 
off the coast of Sitka, Alaska. His novel, Alaskan Visions, reflects these Alaskan 
experiences.
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