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FOREWORD 

The writing of this book was a major undertaking. It was a lifelong dream to author 
a text, but I had no idea of the number of hours involved and the sacrifices that many 
others had to endure to make this happen. 

Several people assisted me with this endeavor and I wish to thank them for their 
encouragement, support, and patience. You all know who you are and, at the risk of 
leaving a name out, I am not going to list everyone. I hope you understand. 

To my students, former and current, thank you all. I want each of you to know that 
I learned from you as well and there was rarely a class that went by that I didn’t pick 
something up from you. 

There is, however, one person that without her help this would not have been pos- 
sible. Her understanding and love has been an inspiration to me. My wife, Heather, 
has been my sounding board, loudest critic, and biggest supporter. She always has 
some words of wisdom for me and has sacrificed more than I have during this 
process. For all of these things, I want to thank her from the bottom of my heart. 
Honey, you’re the best! Without you, I could not have completed this task. 
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