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U rban areas are m ajor drivers o f  global environm ental change that has becom e a central 
elem ent o f  the  sustainability challenge. In response, this volum e takes the position that the 
fundam ental question is not how  we achieve urban sustainability, but rather how  we achieve 
sustainabihty in an urbanizing world. To address this issue analytically, the volum e provides 
a com prehensive review  and synthesis o f  m ore than 10 years o f  research for researchers, 
practitioners and students interested in the  effects o f  contem porary  urbanization on the global 
environm ent as well as how  global environm ental change affects urban areas. D raw ing on the 
know ledge o f  over 70 recognized experts from around the world, the H andbook  provides 
a cu tting -edge  in troduction  to  the  field, benefiting  from the huge breadth  o f  disciplines 
represented.

O rgan ized  in to  four them atic  sections, the H andbook  first considers the im pact that 
urbanization has on global change, before looking  next at how  global environm ental change 
already has begun to affect urban areas and their m anagem en t.T he  th ird  section assesses the 
ex ten t to  w hich urban systems have adapted in response to  environm ental stressors, w ith  the 
concluding  section exploring  critical new  urban research and the  im plications for the future.

T h is authoritative volum e is an essential resource across a range o f  disciplines, including 
env ironm enta l studies, sustainability  science, u rban  studies, geography, clim ate science, 
p lann ing  and related disciplines.

K aren C . S e to  is Associate D ean o f  R esearch and Professor o f  Cieography and U rbanization 
Science at the Yale School o f  Forestry and Environm ental Studies, Yale University, USA. and 
C o -C h a ir o f  the U rbanization and Global Environm ental C hange Project o f  Future Earth.
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York, USA. and D irector E m eritus o f  the C U N Y  Institute for Sustainable Cities.

C o r r ie  A. G riffith  is Executive O fficer o f  the U rbanization  and Global Environm ental 
C hange  Project o f  Future Earth, headquartered at the Julie Ann W rigley Global Institute o f  
Sustainability’. A rizona State University, USA.
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Ddicated  to the invinory c f J o A n n  Carm in  ( 19 5 7 —2 0 1 4 )

Jo iim  Cariniii was an internationally recognized expert on cnvironnrental governance, policy 
am urban climate change adaptation. In the course o f  her career, she made signiticant co n tri
buions to o u r scientific understand ing  o f  environm ental inequalities and m arginalized 
pciulations. She also was a p ioneer in the study o f  how  cities adapt to climate change. H er 
w ek in this area helped establish this rapidly grow ing field and brought m uch needed policy 
an' scientific a tten tion  to vulnerable urban populations and places.JoAnn will be rem em bered 
fo her intellectual rigor, refreshing candor, compassion and passion for great food.
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