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Dear Reader,

My main goal in writing Beginning SQL Server Modeling was to provide an acces-
sible tutorial and reference on Microsoft’s new data-modeling framework (for-
merly known as Oslo), and to get you up to speed on using the tools provided by 
this emerging new .NET 4.0 technology. These tools will go a long way in helping 
you quickly develop, load, test, and maintain data models and domain-specific 
languages (DSLs). 

As you might guess from the title, this is a beginning to intermediate–level 
book for developers and analysts who want to learn about this framework and 
some of the concepts underlying model-driven development. The book should 
be viewed as an “early edition,” since it was written over the span of four of 
Microsoft’s CTP (Community Technology Preview) releases, ending with the April 
2010 release, and since the technology is still, as of this writing, under develop-
ment by Microsoft. While we can expect SQL Server Modeling to continue to 
evolve even after its commercial release, this book should give you a leg up with 
the concepts involved in developing model-driven applications and DSLs.

To get you started, the first chapter tells you how to download and install the 
current release of SQL Server Modeling. Other chapters cover M, Intellipad, cre-
ating DSLs, and Quadrant. The last two chapters cover two aspects of SQL Server 
Modeling Services: the folder pattern and security.

I've put a great deal of time and research into the content of this book, and I 
hope that you find it both valuable and enjoyable to read.
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