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The Changing Village 
Environment in Southeast Asia

The Changing Village Environment in Southeast Asia follows the
work of the Good Roots Project, which is based on the island
of Luzon in the northern Philippines. The Good Roots Project is a
multi-year forestry and agriculture research project and an attempt on
the part of industry, government, and science to better understand the
processes of deforestation and initiate a strategy by which stressed
upland ecosystems can be returned to productive stability.

The project examines the methods and results of five years of
environmental research and development among the Ilocano and
Yapayao speakers of northern Luzon. This comparative study of the
lowland rural population and the upland minority population seeks to
establish a multipurpose methodology which focuses on helping the
farmers of the island to help themselves.

As director of the project, Ben J. Wallace analyzes the issues
surrounding the project, how the initiatives have been implemented,
and the future for the island as the population growth rate continues
to rise and increasingly more land is given over to agriculture.

Ben J. Wallace is Professor of Anthropology, Assistant Provost
and Director of Study Abroad Programs at Southern Methodist
University, USA.
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The books in this series incorporate basic ethnographic description
into a wider context of responses to development, globalisation and
change. Each book embraces broadly the same concerns, but the
emphasis in each differs as authors choose to concentrate on specific
dimensions of change or work out particular conceptual approaches
to the issues of development. Areas of concern include: nation-building,
technological innovations in agriculture, rural–urban migration,
the expansion of industrial and commercial employment, the
rapid increase in cultural and ethnic tourism, the consequences of
deforestation and environmental degradation, the ‘modernisation of
tradition’, ethnic identity and conflict, and the religious transformation
of society.
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Preface

More than three decades ago, while sitting in a mountain forest on
Northern Luzon, an old woman told me in her own language:
“Pekatoletam yo mula a ya’da na lubag ana yo lubag akanen detam.”
This roughly translates into English as “We eat the plants that the
earth gives us and the earth eats us.” This old woman, uneducated and
a member of a tribal minority, impressed me so much with her ecolog-
ical insight that this thought has stayed with me for all these years. Her
understanding of human–nature relationships is a constant reminder
that humanity and nature are interdependent parts of the whole.
Humankind takes from nature and, in return, nature takes from
humanity. In a harmonious world, there would be a balance in nature
such that the human populations, and flora and fauna populations,
would exist and die according to the laws of nature. Unfortunately,
over the past hundred years, the equilibrium between humanity and
nature has been dramatically disrupted through the acts of man—
through deforestation. Humankind has taken too much from nature.

The Good Roots Project of Northern Luzon (focusing here on the
years 1992–1996) is an attempt on the part of industry, government,
and science to help humanity return to nature some of that which has
been taken from her. It is unrealistic to believe that nature can be
returned to its pristine state, but it is possible to stop the rate of
destruction of the forests of the Philippines and to stabilize the rural
environment. This is what Good Roots is about: helping farmers to
help themselves to reclaim their environment.

It had been my good fortune to have the opportunity to assume the
challenge of designing and directing the Good Roots Project.
Importantly, however, Good Roots is an environmental project of and
for hundreds of concerned people. Numerous individuals from
science, government, and industry have contributed ideas and worked
on the project as well.


