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PREFACE

As an architect specializing in libraries, I have been caught up in the rapid
changes affecting the planning and design of libraries, new technologies, com-
puters, rethinking of services and mission, effective use of personnel, and the ef-
fects of all of these on the functional and the aesthetic plan. At no point in
history have there been as many changes in every aspect of the library. The dis-
play, storage, movement, recording, and retrieval of books—and even the very
nature of books—are in a state of flux.

Libraries had a major revolution once before, in the nineteenth century,
changing a system that had been static since the time of the Greeks and Ro-
mans. Books over the preceding centuries were treasures kept in closed collec-
tions monitored by caretaker librarians. With the revolution, books for the first
time were placed on open shelves, the result of Dewey’s development of a classi-
fication system that placed books in a universal order. Each book was assigned
digits that placed it in line among all books. The public flocked to the open li-
brary shelves, accessing unrestricted materials for every possible purpose, espe-
cially education—the truly free library was born, and access to information
bettered and advanced our democratic societies.

Now we witness a second major revolution in information allowing infinite
access to all information from anywhere. This revolution also centers on dig-
its—great, long lines of bits read by microchips anywhere at any time. This ac-
cess to universal information provides a broad betterment for the world and its
people. The library of Dewey’s day is gone forever, replaced by the new library as
a center for all forms of information and an equally important hub of commu-
nity activities.



